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LETTER FROM CFP EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BILL HANCOCK 


and presidents evaluated 
many possible formats. 
Finally, on June 20, 2012, the 
commissioners unanimously 
chose (and the NCAA 
subsequently approved) a 
four-team playoff for 12 years, 
beginning with the 2014-15 
academic year, with a selection 
committee choosing the 
participating teams. 

Which brings us to the 
excitement of what we will 
see on the field tonight. Few 
sports can match the passion 
of college football, and even 
fewer match the drama of what 
is about to unfold before us in 
the Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
here in New Orleans. 

Thousands upon thousands 
of student-athletes, coaches 


CFP Was a Result of and staff members have put 


their hearts and souls into 
7 the games we've witnessed 
Cou rag Ee and Collaboration over the past four-and-a-half 
months. The college and 
university presidents, the 


+ + + + 
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What a great sport we have! College Football! 


And we welcome you to the culmination of conference commissioners 
another exceptionally exciting season—the 150th and the CFP staff want to 
: congratulate the two programs 
anniversary of college football—the 2020 College iat will batile-arn kha held 
Football Playoff National Championship. tonight. These teams have 
earned our admiration and 
ow did we get here? How The group faced multiple respect. 
a did we get to this point, challenges: Craft a new We also want to congratulate 
where we can crown the event, still as an element of and thank you—the fans. 
definitive champion of college higher education; protect You play a major role in the 
football through results on the the most compelling regular pageantry that makes college 
field? The process began in season in sports; safeguard football the national treasure 
October 2011, when a group the well-being of the players; that it is. 
of college and university preserve the rich tradition and Enjoy your time in New 
presidents, athletics directors experience of the bowls; and Orleans! 
and conference commissioners fulfill the needs and desires 
began to meet to determine of roughly 130 institutions of ~|Seze arco te _ 
how to improve on the Bowl higher learning. 
Championship Series (BCS), Beginning that October BILL HANCOCK 
which at that time determined and continuing through June Executive Director 
college football’s champion. of 2012, the commissioners College Football Playoff 
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GEAUX TIGERS 

Heisman Trophy winner Joe Burrow 

led LSU to an undefeated season, Cc oO Ti Ee 

including a 42-28 win over Florida at 

home on October Ie, 2019. a ee rm —— —_—_ 
»° eye te 
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TOE TAP 


Clemson's Tee Higgins was named 
MVP of the ACC Championship 
Game on December 7, 2019. Higgins 
caught this beauty as part of nine 
receptions for 182 yards and three 
touchdowns in a 62-17 win over 
Virginia. 
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NEWS, NOTES AND 


FUN FACTS FROM ACROSS 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


IN THE 
BEGINNING... 


BY DAVID LEE 


merica wasn’t yet a century 
old when the crowd of 


mall and light, at po nara | Straggiix , Raters d drove it home, and won, amid 
> to much moro than they reat applause from the crowd. Tho sides wero 


our twenty-five an 
the merit of bein; 


roughly 100 gathered in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey, on Nov. 6, 
1869, to watch Rutgers battle the 
nearby College of New Jersey (now 
Princeton University). 

Although the rules were mostly 
a mix of soccer and rugby—the 
goal was to kick the ball into the 
opponent’s goal—that clash is 
considered the first American 
football game. And with that came 
the birth of one of our greatest 
passions, a game that perfectly 
reflects the American spirit. A 
game born in the dirt. A game of 
struggle. A game of strategic chaos 
and ultimate teamwork. It was the 
beginning of 150 years of intense 
rivalries, of bowls and bands, of 
traditions and heroes. (For a full look 
at this year’s CFB 150 celebration, 
turn to page 23.) 

Rutgers team captain William 
J. Leggett suggested the rules be 
adopted from the London Football 
Association. Players were not 
allowed to pass or run with the ball, 
but were allowed to bat it with their 
hands or heads. Each team had 
25 players: two were left mostly 
stationary near the opponent’s 
goal, hoping to capitalize from 
their unguarded spots; 11 primarily 
defended their own territory; and 
the remaining 12 players, called 
“bulldogs,” provided the offensive 
attack. 
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Princeton sent 


| men without contesting one. ‘The only materia) 
“vy points wore, that P’rinceton gave up “ free kicks,” 
for | Whereby « player, when he catches the ball in 
the alr te allowed to kick it without hindrance. 


sed, Rutgers started tho ball, and after # 
at longer fight, Princeton mado it a tio by 


a | a directed kick, from a gentleman whose 
n't 


name 


yw, but who did the best kick- 


ing on the Princeton side. 

To doseribe the varying fortunes of tho mateh, 
game by game, would be a waste of labor, for 
every game was like the one before. There was 


» | Om the 
the ball 
- | was ano 
“long) 
Prine 
moant, 
| start th 
game | 
7 hat of | from 

our own players They tas blmost vitheut ex: they oa 
ception tall and muscular, while the majority of | died 


Ten games were 
played in the match, 
and when a team 
scored, a new game 
began. The team 
with the most wins 
after 10 games was 
victorious. It wouldn't be 
for another six years that American 
college football fielded 11 players per 
team with the ball carrier needing to 
be tackled to end a play. 

Rutgers, with players draped in 
scarlet-colored turbans to distinguish 
themselves from their rivals, won 
that historic meeting 6-4. College 
football's first season consisted of 
just one additional game—a second 
matchup of the two squads one week 
later. New Jersey got revenge. 


tae wild shouting. and 


RUTGERS 
QUEENSMEN 
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NEW JERSEY 
TIGERS 


(now Princeton University) 
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FIRST AND GOAL 


BYTHENUMBERS 40  & ESPN GOES MEGA 


When ESPN says it will 
produce a megacast from 
New Orleans during CFP 
week, the network home 
of the College Football 


"4 TRA YAK® ia ‘ Playoff isn’t kidding. 
\\. 0 MEACHER™ uaa 
— More than 225 cameras will be 
Pre » TEACHERS LLEGE FOOTBALL PLAY ———— deployed in the Mercedes-Benz 
6 Superdome, 
anchoring the 
approximately 15 
presentations 
of the game. 
A vast array of 
technologies 
will provide 
vantage points from 
unimaginable angles, using state-of- 
the-art technology. AllCam, RefCam, 


The College Football Playoff Foundation is the Line-to-Gain cams and views from 
ae : inside all eight end-zone pylons are 

largest sports entity in America that supports aiiong the Unico endles ESPN Will 

education. In its first six years, the organization’s present. In addition, the CFP National 


Championship will be produced in 4K 
for the first time. Overall, the game 


Extra Yard for Teachers platform has worked to 
uplift teachers in four major areas: recognition, will be broadcast in more than 160 


resources, professional development and eee 


retention. (For a closer look at the Foundation and 
its mission, flip to page 70). 


HERE ARE A FEW NUMBERS THAT SHOW HOW COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL IS GOING THE EXTRA YARD FOR TEACHERS: 


S =o = 5 0 0 0 0 Over 50 percent of game 

3 0 M ] l | l on 5 tickets to the College 
Teachers Impacted Football Playoff National 

Invested P Championship are allocated 


to the two participating 


schools. These tickets 


GMillion 28,000 [iNanmag 
| through those 
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Students Impacted Schools impacted institutions’ 
ticket offices. 
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FIRST AND GOAL 


Make @Wish 


At 16, Jaeden Jackson of Worland, 
Wyoming, faces the daily challenge of 
battling cancer. Watching college 
football—especially his beloved 
Alabama Crimson Tide—helps. 
“Even when I’m feeling my 

worst, | can lay down and still 
spend time with my family 
watching games,” he said. 

“I’m excited to spend time with 
my family doing something we 

all love and not have to worry about 
my treatment or school.” Jackson is 
an honored guest at this year’s CFP 
National Championship, thanks to 

a partnership between the CFP and 
Make-a-Wish. Since its founding in 
1980, Make-A-Wish has granted more 
than 315,000 wishes for children 

with critical illnesses through its 60 
chapters serving every community in 
the U.S. This marks the fourth-straight 
year the CFP has partnered with Make- 
A-Wish. To learn more and help grant 
wishes, visit www.wish.org. 


TO THE NINES eee 


With college football celebrating its 150th season the 
same time as the NFL is marking its 100th, many lists 
have been made highlighting the greatest players to 
prowl the gridiron on both levels. But this may be the 
most exclusive list of all: The only players to win college 
football’s most prestigious award, the Heisman Trophy, 
and be enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. In the 1956 | MY 1986 
order of their Heisman Trophy season, these nine are: 


PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF 


HEISMAN FAME ENSHRINEMENT 1963 | Ne 1985 
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All-Time Bowl Appearances 


Alabama 
Georgia 
Texas 
USC 
Nebraska 
Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
LSU 

Ohio State 


USC 


1968 | Ne 1985 


1976 


Pittsburgh 
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Entering the Season 


1987, 


Notre Dame 


Ne 2015 


1988 


Oklahoma State 


09 2004 
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LEE CORSO By Betsy Dixon 


College football icon Lee Corso has captivated audiences 
for more than three decades, riling up fan bases across the 
country every Saturday in the fall. The former college coach 
and popular College GameDay analyst shares his thoughts 
about the 2019 season, his memories as a college player and 
coach, and his surprising prediction for 2020. 


CORSO: “The offensive explosion— 
we're seeing teams scoring like 
they’ve never scored before, all 
because of the forward pass and 
the imagination of college football 
coaches. Offensively, it’s just been a 
great year.” 


CORSO: “Well that’s very difficult 

to say, but | guess I’d say Mike 
Norvell, previously the head coach of 
Memphis, because he’s going to my 
school—Florida State!” 


CORSO: “The only one that does is 
Deion Sanders. Deion and | shared 
records at Florida State, and he is 
the only one | can remember who 
ever had as much speed as | did. The 
others were not so fast, my friend.” 


CORSO: “It happened at Kentucky. 
Indiana was playing Kentucky, and 
the game was tied 30-30 with 20 
seconds to go. We threw a long 
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touchdown pass and caught it in the 
corner, and it was my son! My son—#7 
Steve Corso—caught the winning 
touchdown pass, and that’s my best 
memory of college football.” 


CORSO: “It started 23 years ago. 

| was sitting on the set of College 
GameDay and Brutus Buckeye walked 
by and | said to Herbstreit, ‘If you 
could get me that head, | could put 

it on tomorrow morning and then 
everyone | know would pick it up 

and | won't have to say anything.’ He 
agreed, and his fiancé at the time, his 
now wife Allison, was a cheerleader. 
She got it for me and the next day 
when it was my turn, | put on Brutus 
and the crowd went crazy... and 

the truck went crazy... and ESPN 
headquarters went crazy! | said, ‘I 
think I’ve got a shtick here. I'll do it 
again sometime.’ So now I've done it 
more than 300 times.” 


CORSO: “The 2020 season is going 
to be fantastic! There are going to 

be some great teams, and | just hope 
one of those teams is Utah. My daring 
prediction is that Utah is going to 
make the finals in 2020. Utah!” 
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onight’s game is about 

Tigers. Two sets of Tigers 

battling to be crowned 
the king of college football. 

It’s an all-Tigers National 
Championship, with Clemson in 
its fourth College Football Playoff 
final and LSU reaching its first. This 
clash of undefeated, star-studded 
squads requires no hype. It’s the title 
game fans deserve, fittingly capping 
college football’s 150th season. 
These two teams are unrelenting. 

Their similarities, uncanny. Aside 
from mirroring mascots, both claim 
a Death Valley as home. LSU brings 
the nation’s best offense with a 
gaudy 48.9 points and 564.2 yards 
per game. Clemson matches with 
the top defense, allowing a stingy 
11.5 points and 264.1 yards per 
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BY DAVID LEE 


game. One team has the preseason 
Heisman Trophy favorite, while the 
other boasts the actual Heisman 
winner. One began the season ranked 
No. 1, while the other currently 
holds the top spot. They have faced 
off just three other times. Their 
last meeting? Clemson eked out a 
one-point victory in the 2012 Chick- 
fil-A Bowl. Both rosters are flush 
with award-winning players—each 
believing his team will win this game. 
There’s LSU’s Heisman-winning 
quarterback Joe Burrow, who put 
ona mind-blowing magic show 
in the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl 
with CFP records for yards and 
touchdowns. He’s thrown for more 
than 5,200 yards, 55 touchdowns, 
and completed a national-best 77.6 
percent of his passes this season. 


On the other side, Clemson 
quarterback Trevor Lawrence is 
orchestrating arguably one of the 
greatest college careers of all time. 
He’s never experienced defeat. 

The true sophomore comes in 
25-0 as a starter and continues to 
find ways to win. After throwing 
five interceptions in the first three 
games of the season, he tossed 31 
touchdowns to just three picks the 
rest of the year. He used his legs to 
defeat Ohio State in the PlayStation 
Fiesta Bowl, rushing for 107 yards, 
including a 67-yard touchdown 
dash with the game on the line. 

LSU boasts a trio of future pro 
receivers, including Biletnikoff Award 
winner Ja’Marr Chase. He and Justin 
Jefferson each totaled 18 touchdowns 
and more than 1,400 receiving yards 
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GAME STORY 


Ja’Marr Chase, Biletnikoff Award winner, leaps into the end zone. 


this season. Terrace Marshall Jr. 
can be just as potent. Then there’s 
versatile running back Clyde Edwards- 
Helaire, who produced more than 
1,700 yards and 17 touchdowns. 

Lawrence’s backfield buddy, 
running back Travis Etienne, scored 
five touchdowns in last year’s title 
game. As an encore, the Louisiana 
native racked up nearly 2,000 yards 
from scrimmage this year. Receiver 
Tee Higgins has scored eight 


touchdowns over the last three games. 


Each defense delivers more elite 
athletes and national award winners. 

LSU boasts Grant Delpit, the 
Thorpe Award winner as the nation’s 
best defensive back. If Lawrence tries 
avoiding him, he'll have to contend 
with freshman cornerback Derek 
Stingley, Jr., who led the SEC with 
six interceptions. Linebacker Jacob 
Phillips led the SEC in tackles. Pass 
rush specialist K’Lavon Chaisson will 
be one of the most formidable foes 
Lawrence has faced all season. 

Clemson’s Isaiah Simmons is 
this year’s Butkus Award recipient 
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as the nation’s best linebacker, 
but he also can line up at safety in 
coverage or rush the quarterback 
as a defensive end. He may be the 
most versatile player in the country. 
Cornerback A.J. Terrell is a first- 
team All-ACC selection. Defensive 
tackle Tyler Davis is so talented 
that he’s starting as a freshman. 
And, of course, there are the 
masterminds guiding each program. 
LSU’s Ed Orgeron was named 
Coach of the Year. If there were 
a College Football Playoff Mount 
Rushmore, it would include 
Clemson’s Dabo Swinney. Both are 
former interim coaches, with Orgeron 
taking over the program in 2016. As 
a native Louisianan, he’s the perfect 
fit. Knifing through a stacked SEC 
with a revamped, deep and dynamic 
offense, Orgeron’s squad bested 
Alabama, Auburn and Georgia—the 
last three teams to represent the 
SEC in a national title game. When 
asked to use one word to describe 
his team, “grit” was his quick answer. 
Even with its high-powered scoring 


ry 


machine, LSU had to overcome tight 
contests this season, winning three 
games by seven points or fewer. 

“It’s incredible what this coaching 
staff has done, what these players 
have done, the connection they have 
with the receivers, the protection 
on the offensive line,” Orgeron 
said. “I've been a part of some 
good football teams, but I’ve never 
been part of an offense like this.” 

Swinney has his team in the CFP for 
the fifth year in a row, this time with the 
sense that they’re underappreciated. 
“Focused” was the word he used 
to describe this year’s team. 

“Easy group to coach, to 
prepare,” he said. “Every single 
week they’ve been focused on 
trying to get the job done. That 
has not wavered all year long.” 

To fully appreciate the magnitude 
of this matchup, we should 
look at how we got here. 

This year’s College Football 
Playoff semifinal games featured 
three undefeated teams for the 
second year in a row. All four 
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GAME STORY 


Easy group to coach, to prepare. Every single 
week they've been focused on trying to get the 
job done. That has not wavered all year long.” 


Heisman finalists brought the star 
power—LSU’'s Joe Burrow, Oklahoma 
quarterback Jalen Hurts, and Ohio 
State’s quarterback Justin Fields 
and defensive end Chase Young. 
The three quarterbacks all took 
unlikely, winding roads to reach 
college football's elite stage. Try 
to stay with us here: Burrow left 
Ohio State and became the record- 
setting starter at LSU, winning the 
SEC Championship over Georgia, 
whose backup quarterback, Fields, 
transferred to Ohio State. Meanwhile, 
Hurts transferred from Alabama to 
Oklahoma and led the Sooners to 
their third CFP appearance. Then 
there was Lawrence, a Heisman 
finalist a year ago as a freshman. 
First up was No. 1 LSU and No. 4 
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OU in the Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. 
Burrow hit Jefferson on a 19-yard 
touchdown to cap a quick three- 
play drive that gave LSU a 7-0 lead. 
Oklahoma answered two drives 
later with a rushing touchdown to 
tie the game. Then, ina blink, it 
turned into a Tiger touchdownfest. 
LSU’s record-setting first-half 
numbers: 49 points, 495 yards of 
offense, 403 passing yards and 
seven touchdowns from Burrow, four 
receiving touchdowns by Jefferson. 

That’s right, first half. 

For the game, Burrow set CFP 
records for touchdowns (eight total) 
and passing yards (493). In the 
pocket, out of the pocket, on the 
run... the Heisman winner was dialed 
in. Jefferson’s record day consisted 


‘ 


of 227 yards and four scores. When 
the clock hit zeroes, it was a 63-28 
Tiger mauling, setting another CFP 
record for most points in a game. 
Next came the PlayStation Fiesta 
Bowl, which marked the first CFP 
semifinal to feature a pair of 13-0 
teams. Clemson marched into the 
game as the defending national 
champions and carrying a national- 
best 28-game winning streak, yet 
Ohio State was the higher seed. 
It was Lawrence’s 24-0 record 
against Fields’ 13-0 record. 
Unlike the Peach Bowl, this one 
took all four quarters to decide. 
The Buckeyes controlled 
things early, using three field 
goals and a blazing 68-yard 
touchdown run by running back 
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J.K. Dobbins to jump ahead, 16-0. 

The Tigers, though, rallied for 
two touchdowns in the final 2:45 
of the half. Although they trailed 
at halftime for the first time in 15 
months, they shifted the momentum. 

“One of the things | told them 
at the half, | thought we took 
their best punch,” Swinney said. 

“| don’t think we could have 
played worse, but we took their 
best punch, and it was 16-14.” 

Midway through the third quarter, 
a 53-yard touchdown pass from 
Lawrence to Etienne gave Clemson 
the lead for the first time. Ohio 
State, though, reclaimed the 
lead, 23-21, three minutes into the 
fourth quarter. That was still the 
score when the Tigers started a 
series at their 6-yard-line with less 
than three minutes remaining. 

In just four plays, and a little 
more than a minute, Lawrence 
reclaimed the lead with another 
touchdown pass to Etienne. A 2-point 
conversion bumped the lead to 
29-23. The Buckeyes answered with 
a valiant drive down the field, but 
Fields’ pass into the end zone was 
intercepted by Clemson’s Nolan 
Turner with 37 seconds left. 

Game over. Make it 29 straight 
wins for the Tigers, with their seniors 
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upping their career total to 55. 

The College Football Playoff has 
never seen a No. 1 or No. 3 seed win 
the title. We'll see it this year. It’s the 
first CFP Championship game in New 
Orleans—practically LSU’s backyard. 
The last time the purple-and-gold 
Tigers were here with a (BCS) title on 
the line (2012), they lost to Alabama. 

“Louisiana is gonna be rockin’,” 
Burrow said. 

The orange-purple-and-white 
Tigers, however, will be ready 
for the raucous atmosphere. 

“We know what we’re kind of going 
into,” Lawrence said. “It’s a big stage, 
but knowing we’ve been there before 
definitely does help a little bit.” 

It’s a clash of perfect seasons. 
Tigers vs. Tigers. Defenders vs. 
contenders. The best offense against 
the best defense. Burrow and 
Lawrence. Orgeron and Swinney. 

The one commonality among 
these outstanding performers? They 
always show up when it matters 
most. And it matters most right now. 
Because only one Tiger can be king. 


It’s incredible 
what this coaching 
staff has done, 
what these 
players have done, 
the connection 
they have with 
the receivers, the 
protection on the 
offensive line. 
I’ve been a part of 
some good football 
teams, but I’ve never 
been part of an 
offense like this.” 
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BY MALCOLM MORAN 


e have all gathered for the 
moment, on the field of the 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
late tonight, when an exhausted 
winning team, framed by a backdrop 
of projectile confetti, will become 
recognized forever as a national 
champion. When these moments 
took place far less frequently, 
sportswriters were instructed to 
dutifully include the word “mythical” 
before mentioning the achievement. 
The sixth College Football Playoff 
National Championship, at the end of 
the 150th anniversary celebration of 
college football, has eliminated any 
need for that. 

Halfway through its 12-year 
contract, the College Football Playoff 
is the most recent version of an 
industry that can be traced to a time 
when there were no sports-talk radio 
arguments because there was no 
radio. The Blizzard of 1888 paralyzed 
the northeast and provided an 
inspiration in areas that were warmer 
and more fortunate. “Let’s have a 
festival and tell the world about our 
Paradise,” Pasadena city leaders said. 

And so, on January 1, 1890, the 
inaugural festival in Pasadena took 
place. It comprised of the young men 
of Pasadena competing in tugs-of- 
war, jousts, foot races and an old 
Spanish game, “the tournament of 


We are national in 
everything but a sports 
attraction that will get 

people in the icy North and 


East talking.” 


rings.” That tournament, coupled 
with a display of roses, gave birth to 
the name “Tournament of Roses.” 
Eventually, James B. Wagner, 
president of the Tournament of 
Roses, would declare, “We are 
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national in everything but a sports 
attraction that will get people in the 
icy North and East talking.” 

That was fixed on January 1, 1902, 
when 10-0 Michigan, which that 
season had outscored its opponents, 
501-0, was matched against Stanford. 
Organizers quickly discovered that 
a huge appetite existed for such a 
game. A crowd estimated at 8,500 
overwhelmed Tournament Park, which 
seated only 1,000. Ticket holders, 
finding their seats already occupied, 
had to stand around the field to 
watch the action. Yes, there was an 
appetite for the game. But there was 
no appetite for what happened once 
the game began: Michigan destroyed 
Stanford, 49-0, causing organizers 
in ensuing years to replace the game 
with everything from polo matches 
to ostrich races. In 1916, however, 
football returned to Pasadena when 
Washington State faced Brown. 

From its earliest days, the 
business of postseason football 
has been marked by its need to 
navigate through starts and stops, 
philosophical debates, controversial 
expansions, creative marketing and 
the reluctance of higher education to 
get into the entertainment business 
so soon after final exams. 
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Or as a headline in The New York 
Times once asked: 

“Too Many Bowls?” 

The headline appeared on Nov. 30, 
1938. 

New Orleans, Miami and Dallas, 
inspired by the concept created 
in Pasadena, had created their 
own celebrations and crowded the 
landscape. 

“Whether these games are 
beneficial or not as college activities 
is an academic question that 
faculty members must decide for 
themselves,” The Times wrote. “Some 
approve, some disapprove. But 
from a purely sporting standpoint, 
the postseason pitting of sectional 
leaders against one another in 
the various bowls is a spectacular 
program that meets with popular 
approval. There is just the chance, 
however, that the growing number 
of such games may take some of the 
glitter from all the bowls.” 

The cautionary words did not slow 
an expansion that had to overcome 
The Great Depression. The advocacy 
was fueled by intense pride in a 
community, or conviction that a local 
team had been slighted, or a little 
bit of both. Marty Mule’s definitive 
history of the Sugar Bowl traces its 
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origins to the effort of Fred Digby, 
sports editor of the New Orleans 
Item, to help Tulane’s 9-0-1 team 
receive an invitation to the 1926 Rose 
Bowl. When that did not happen, 
Digby was left with much more than 
disappointment. He had a bill of $375 
for telephone calls and telegrams, 
the equivalent of nearly $5,500 in 
2019 dollars. 

When Digby explained the 
expenses to his boss, James M. 
Thomson, publisher of The Item, 

did more than approve them. 
Thomson asked Digby a question that 
changed an industry and the national 
perception of their city. The answer 
has extended for almost a century, 

all the way to the spectacle here 
tonight. 

“Why can’t we have a postseason 
game in New Orleans?” Thomson 
asked. 

The effort to create the Sugar 
Bowl would take 10 
years. The possibility 
of matching the 
highest-ranked 
teams ina 
championship game 
would take much 
longer. 

When college 
football celebrated 
its 100th 
anniversary, during 
the 34th season 
of the defining 


There was Texas over Navy in the 
1964 Cotton Bowl. 

And there was Ohio State over 
Southern California in the 1969 Rose 
Bowl. 

That’s it. 

The games were considered 
curtain calls, a chance for fans and 
alumni to see their team once more 
in a warm-weather setting during the 
holidays. The final championship- 
defining Associated Press poll was 
released before the bowls until 1968. 

So near the end of the historic 
1965 Orange Bowl, the first to be 
played at night, when Alabama rallied 
against Texas before a television 
audience of 40 million viewers, 

a bitterly disputed call led to a 
consolation prize. On fourth down, 
inches from the goal line, Joe Namath 
took the ball on a quarterback sneak. 
Officials ruled he was stopped short 
of the goal line. 

The Longhorns 
had preserved their 
victory. 

But Alabama had 
already been voted 
national champion. 

Two seasons 
later, after Notre 
Dame and Michigan 
State played in the 
1966 “Game of 
the Century”, the 
controversial 10-10 
tie at East Lansing, 


TOP 25 GAMES IN 
BOWL HISTORY 


As Determined by the 
Football Bowl Association 
150th Anniversary Committee 


2006 ROSE BOWL 
Texas 41 | USC 38 


2007 FIESTA BOWL 
Boise State 43 | Oklahoma 42 ot 


2016 ALAMO BOWL 
TCU 47 | Oregon 41 30T 


1973 SUGAR BOWL 
Notre Dame 24 | Alabama 23 


1984 ORANGE BOWL 
Miami 31 | Nebraska 30 


1987 FIESTA BOWL 
Penn State 14 | Miami 10 


1980 HOLIDAY BOWL 
BYU 46 | SMU 45 


1963 ROSE BOWL 
USC 42 | Wisconsin 37 


Associated Press 
poll, there had been 
just three matchups 
of No. 1vs. No. 2ina 
bowl game. 

There was 
Southern California 
over Wisconsin 
in the 1963 Rose 
Bowl, the one 
with the frantic 
if unsuccessful 
Badger comeback 


that inspired Los Angeles Times 
columnist Jim Murray to write, “If the 
game had lasted one more quarter, 
they would have run into next year’s 


Rose Bowl traffic.” 
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If the game had 
lasted one more 
quarter, they would 
have run into next 
year’s Rose Bowl 


traffic.” 


there is a remarkable 
coda that has been 
all but forgotten: 

The two top teams 
in the country did 
not play in a bowl 
game. 

Notre Dame had 
not been part of the 
postseason since 
the 1925 Rose Bowl, 
and a return, while 
discussed since the 


1950s, would not happen for three 
more seasons. 

Michigan State, which had played 
in the Rose Bowl at the end of the 


1965 season, was ineligible for a 


2000 ORANGE BOWL 
Michigan 35 | Alabama 34 ot 


1994 ORANGE BOWL 
Florida State 18 | Nebraska 16 


1979 COTTON BOWL 
Notre Dame 35 | Houston 34 


2005 ROSE BOWL 
Texas 38 | Michigan 37 


1980 ROSE BOWL 
USC 17 | Ohio State 16 


2018 CFP NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Alabama 26 | Georgia 23 ot 
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building the Orange Bow! inta a - 
national attraction in the 1930’s:—— 


return to Pasadena because of the 
awkward Big Ten no-repeat rule. 

The bowl industry was starting to 
transition from its days as casual, 
warm-weather entertainment to 
high-stakes sports property. Its roots 
could be found in the marketing 
efforts of people like Earnie Seiler, 
the “Mad Genius,” whose relentless 
perseverance built the Orange Bowl 
into a national attraction. 

One of its first important statements 
was attracting Tennessee and Oklahoma 
at the end of the 1938 season. Once, 
Pasadena had been the destination 
of any highly ranked, ambitious 
college football program. That began 
to change when Seiler’s creative 
marketing and personal touch created 
the matchup the nation wanted. 

Years later, Seiler remembered 
how he did it. 

He traveled 12 hours by airplane, 
from Miami to Atlanta to Birmingham 
to Dallas to Oklahoma City, where he 
rented a car and drove south to the 
University of Oklahoma campus in 
Norman. 

“| paid a bunch of the students 
to go around campus with some 
whitewash, painting ‘On To Miami’ 
signs wherever they could,” Seiler 
told the Sarasota Herald-Tribune in 
1982. “At the presentation the next 
day, | went through the business of 
showing pictures of various things to 
do around Miami, how they would be 
entertained and such. | showed them 
pictures of the beaches, and you have 
to remember, those Oklahoma boys 
just hadn’t seen beaches before. 

“| also had photographs of pretty 


28 | 2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


G SADUWVAHO |IMAIM 


pe oN 


girls from South Florida as part of 
my presentation. Needless to say, 
after my presentation, there was no 
competition from the other bowls.” 

Now the players and coaches 
wait while all-important decisions 
are given high consideration by 
a committee in a hotel suite in 
Grapevine, Texas in early December. 
The CFP National Championship had 
pushed all the teams through off- 
season conditioning, spring practice, 
preseason camp and the long season. 
And at the end of the campaign— 
even with the possibility of semifinal 
upsets—the chances of a No. 1 vs. No. 
2 matchup are greater than they have 
ever been in the history of the sport. 

In the 10 seasons from 2009 through 
2018—the bridge from the BCS to the 
College Football Playoff eras—there 
were eight title games matching No. 

1 vs. No. 2. An event once so rare it 
inspired the hype of a “Game of the 
Century” had become expected as 

an annual event. The College Football 
Playoff gives us four teams to compete 
for the national championship, with 
two intriguing matchups along the way 
at the CFP Semifinals. 

The system to crown a champion is 
as good as it’s ever been. The lessons 
and experience of nearly 120 years 
of bowl games have served us well. 
Enjoy tonight’s game as one team 
makes history and becomes the 2020 
CFP National Champion. 


Malcolm Moran is director of the Sports 
Capital Journalism Program at IUPUI in 
Indianapolis. He is the author of History of the 
Bowls: Celebrating the Good of the Game, 
available at Amazon and Whitman.com. 


: TOP 25 GAMES IN BOWL HISTORY 


2012 OUTBACK BOWL 
Michigan State 33 | Georgia 30 sor 


2017 BELK BOWL 
Wake Forest 55 | Texas A&M 52 


2014 MUSIC CITY BOWL 
Notre Dame 31 | LSU 28 


2014 PINSTRIPE BOWL 
Penn State 31 | Boston College 30 ot 


2000 INDEPENDENCE BOWL 
Mississippi State 43 | Texas A&M 41 ot 


2001 HOLIDAY BOWL 
Texas 47 | Washington 43 


2003 HAWAII BOWL 
Hawai'i 54 | Houston 48 sot 


2015 COTTON BOWL 
Michigan State 42 | Baylor 41 


1987 SUN BOWL 
Oklahoma State 35 | West Virginia 33 


2008 NEW ORLEANS BOWL 
Southern Miss 30 | Troy 27 ot 


2013 NEW MEXICO BOWL 
Colorado State 48 | Washington 
State 45 


2014 BAHAMAS BOWL 


Western Kentucky 49 | Central 
Michigan 48 
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A winning drive starts with the right call. 
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SCOUTING 


SCOUTING THE OFFENSE: LSU TIGERS 


uided by offensive coordinator 
(5 Steve Ensminger, a former 
LSU quarterback, and passing 

game coordinator Joe Brady, 
the 2019 Tigers feature the most 
prolific offense in the history of 
the Southeastern Conference. 

LSU is the first team in the 
history of the SEC to produce 
a 5,000-yard passer, a 1,000- 
yard rusher and two 1,000-yard 
receivers in the same season. 

Quarterback Joe Burrow, the 
2019 Heisman Trophy winner, has 
thrown for an SEC record 5,208 
yards, running back Clyde Edwards- 
Helaire has rushed for 1,304 
yards, and wide receivers Ja’Marr 
Chase and Justin Jefferson have 
recorded catches for 1,559 yards 
and 1,434 yards, respectively. 

Burrow, a senior from Athens, 
Ohio, is LSU’s second winner of 
the coveted Heisman Trophy. 
The late Billy Cannon is LSU’s 
only other Heisman winner, 
claiming the trophy in 1959. 

The 2019 SEC Offensive 
Player of the Year, Burrow is the 
first player in league history to 
throw for 5,000 yards and 50 
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touchdowns in the same season. 
Burrow has directed the Tigers to a 
record six wins over Top-10 teams in 
2019. He has thrown for 300 or more 
yards 12 times and had at least four 
touchdown passes in eight games. 
He set the school record with seven 
touchdown passes in a win over 
Oklahoma on Dec. 28 in the Chick- 
fil-A Peach Bowl Semifinal game. 
Burrow has completed 371- 
of-478 passes this season for a 
remarkable completion percentage 
of 77.6 percent, setting the NCAA 
record for a single season. 
Edwards-Helaire, a first-team All- 
SEC selection, led the conference 
in rushing touchdowns with 16. 
Edwards-Helaire averaged 93.1 
rushing yards per game, and he 
rushed for 100 or more yards six 
times in 2019. He also led the SEC 
in all-purpose yards with 1,917. 
Chase, a first-team all-conference 
choice and Biletnikoff Award winner, 
led the SEC in receiving yards with 
1,559 on 75 catches. On a 23-yard 
reception from Burrow in the first 
quarter of the SEC Championship 
game, Chase recorded his 18th 
touchdown catch of the season, 


tying Reidel Anthony’s SEC record 
established at Florida in 1996. 

Wide receiver Justin Jefferson had 
14 receptions for 227 yards and four 
touchdowns in the Chick-fil-A Bowl 
Semifinal. Jefferson has a team- 
high 102 receptions this season for 
1,434 yards and 18 touchdowns. 

Wide receiver Terrace Marshall 
Jr. caught five passes for 82 yards 
and two touchdowns in the SEC 
Championship Game, becoming 
the third LSU receiver this season to 
catch at least 10 touchdown passes. 
Marshall has 43 receptions on the 
year for 625 yards and 12 TDs. 

Tight end Thaddeus Moss has 38 
receptions, the highest single-season 
total for a tight end in LSU history. 

The veteran LSU offensive line 
is anchored by three All-SEC 
performers—first-team all- 
conference center Lloyd 
Cushenberry III and second-team 
all-conference guards Damien Lewis 
and Adrian Magee. The line paved 
the way for the Tiger offense to 
set single-season school records 
for points (684), points per game 
(48.9) and total offense (7,899). 
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oordinator Brent Venables’ 

unit was raided early and 

often in the 2019 NFL Draft, 
not that you could tell by its play 
this season. The Tigers entered bowl 
season ranked first in Division | in 
total defense while ably replacing 
five players taken in the first four 
round rounds of the NFL draft—first- 
round defensive linemen Clelin 
Ferrell (Oakland), Christian Wilkins 
(Miami) and Dexter Lawrence 
(New York Giants); second-round 
defensive back Trayvon Mullen 
(Oakland) and fourth-round defensive 
lineman Austin Bryant (Detroit). 

The Tigers, who play mostly out 
of a 4-3 front, have scored three 
defensive touchdowns—only 10 
teams have more. Senior safety 
K'Von Wallace scored on a 66- 
yard interception return against 
Charlotte, sophomore cornerback 
Derion Kendrick scored on a 38- 
yard interception return against 
Florida State and sophomore 
defensive end Logan Rudolph 
scored on a 39-yard fumble 
recovery against Boston College. 

Junior linebacker Isaiah Simmons, 
who began his career as a safety, 
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leads the team with 97 tackles and 
has seven of their 41 sacks, which is 
12th in Division |. He also has team- 
highs with 14.5 tackles for loss and 
14 quarterback pressures. Entering 
the ACC championship game against 
Virginia, Simmons, 6-4, 225, was one 
of six FBS payers with at least 80 
tackles, 10 tackles for loss and five 
sacks. He was one of four among 
that group with an interception. 
He is the fourth Clemson player 
and the only linebacker since 
2000 with 65 tackles, 11.5 tackles 
for loss and six sacks in a season, 
joining defensive linemen Ferrell, 
Branch and Da’Quan Bowers. 
Junior linebacker James Skalski 
has 90 tackles and 3.5 sacks and 
true freshman defensive lineman 
Tyler Davis has 4.5 sacks. Simmons 
had 11.5 tackles, 3.5 for loss, and 
two sacks in a victory over Syracuse 
in the second week of the season, 
and he also had two sacks against 
Louisville. The Tigers had eight 
sacks and 15 tackles for loss against 
Syracuse, both figures in the top 
10 in school history. Davis, 6-1, 
290, is the first true freshman to 
start for Clemson since 2015. 


* 


Isaiah - 
SIMMONS 


The Tigers also have excelled 
creating turnovers, ranking third in 
the nation with 30 takeaways and 
19 interceptions, the last two picks 
coming in the Playstation Fiesta 
Bowl Semifinal win over Ohio State. 
Senior safety Tanner Muse has four 
interceptions and junior cornerback 
A.J. Terrell has two, as do Simmons, 
Kendrick and Wallace. Eleven 
different players have recovered 
fumbles, including senior linebacker 
Chad Smith, who also has caused 
two fumbles and had an interception. 

With three sacks against Ohio 
State, Clemson has 26 multi-sack 
games in the last two seasons, the 
most in the FBS. It had a streak of 
16 straight such games broken in 
a victory over Wofford on Nov. 2. 

The Tigers held Wake Forest to 

64 yards rushing and a 1.7-yard 
average per carry in a 52-3 victory 
on Nov. 16, the 20th time since 
2014 they have held opponents to 
fewer than two yards per carry. The 
Tigers are 19-1 in those games. 
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SCOUTING THE DEFENSE: LSU TIGERS 


SU’s defense, under the 
L direction of fourth-year 
defensive coordinator Dave 
Aranda, leads the SEC in 
interceptions with 17, and the Tigers 
are second in the conference 
in sacks with 35. 

The Tigers rank No. 4 in the SEC 
in rushing yards allowed per game 
(119.6), No. 4 in red zone defense (25 
scores in 34 red zone appearances), 
No. 7 in scoring defense (21.2 
points per game) and No. 9 in total 
defense (341.3 yards per game). 

The defense has played a huge 
role in the fact that LSU has trailed 
in a game only four times in 2019, 
and the Tigers haven't trailed by 
more than a touchdown all season. 
LSU is currently riding a streak 
of 25 straight quarters without 
trailing an opponent. The last 
time LSU trailed in a game this 
year came in the third quarter of 
the Auburn contest on Oct. 26. 

The defense has been especially 
effective in LSU’s last two games of 
the regular season—a 50-7 win over 
Texas A&M and a 37-10 victory over 
Georgia in the SEC Championship 
Game. The Tigers limited Texas A&M 
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to just 12 first downs and 169 total 
yards (72 rushing, 97 passing). LSU 
allowed only 286 total yards against 
UGA, including 61 yards rushing, 

a season-low for the Bulldogs. 

Safety Grant Delpit, the 2019 
Thorpe Award winner, earned first 
team All-SEC recognition for the 
second straight year. He is fourth 
on the team with 59 tackles to go 
along with 3.5 tackles for loss, 
one sack and two interceptions. 

Outside linebacker K’Lavon 
Chaisson, a first-team all-conference 
selection, leads the Tigers with 
13.5 tackles for loss to go along 
with 58 tackles and 6.5 sacks. 

Three LSU defenders were voted 
second-team All-SEC this season: 
defensive tackle Rashard Lawrence 
(25 tackles, 5.0 tackles for loss, 2.5 
sacks); safety JaCoby Stevens, who 
was named the SEC Defensive Player 
of the Week three times this year; 
and cornerback Derek Stingley Jr., 
who led the SEC in both interceptions 
(6) and passes defended (21). Two of 
Stingley’s interceptions came 
in the SEC Championship Game, 
tying the conference title game 
record. 


Stevens finished second on 
the team with 83 tackles, and he 
recorded 8.5 tackles for loss, 5.0 
sacks and three interceptions. 
Stingley, who was named the 2019 
Associated Press SEC Newcomer of 
the Year, has recorded 36 tackles. 

Linebacker Jacob Phillips ranks 
No. 1 in the SEC in total tackles 
(105), and he has registered 7.0 
tackles for loss and 1.0 sack. 

Other defensive playmakers for 
the Tigers include linebackers 
Patrick Queen (69 tackles, 8.0 
TFL, 2.5 sacks) and Damone Clark 
(49 tackles, 4.0 TFL, 3.5 sacks). 

Nose tackle Tyler Shelvin anchors 
the middle of the LSU defense with 
39 tackles (3.0 TFL), and defensive 
end Neil Farrell has 45 tackles 
with 6.5 TFL and 3.0 sacks. 

Kristian Fulton—who combines 
with Stingley to form the best 
cornerback combination in 
college football—has 12 passes 
broken up and one interception. 
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o-offensive coordinators Tony 
Elliott and Jeff Scott have built 
one of the most explosive— 
and balanced—offenses in Division 
|. The Tigers entered the national 
championship game ranked in the top 
10 in a host of categories, many having 
to do with their success in running the 
ball with halfbacks Travis Etienne and 
Lyn-J Dixon and quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence. 

Junior Etienne, 5-foot-10, 215, 
leads Clemson and is second in the 
national with 1,536 yards rushing. 
Etienne’s average of 8.0 yards per 
carry is also second in the nation. 

He has 18 touchdowns rushing and 
four more on 32 pass receptions. 
Etienne had two 200-yard games this 
season, gaining 205 in the season 
opener against Georgia Tech and a 
career-best 212 against Wofford in 
November. He also had a 203-yard 
game against Syracuse last season, 
and his three 200-yard games are 
the most in school history. Terence 
Flagler, Raymond Priester and Andre 
Ellington had two. 

Clemson has rushed for average 
246.1 yards per game, 12th in the 
nation. Etienne has eight 100-yard 
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games this season, tying his total 
from 2018, and is one short of the 
school record of nine, set by Wayne 
Gallman in 2015. Sophomore Dixon, 
5-10, 190, has 636 yards rushing and 
six touchdowns. 

Sophomore quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence calls signals for an offense 
that is third in Division | with 82 
touchdowns, third with 538.4 yards a 
game and fourth with 45.3 points per 
game. Lawrence, 6-6, 216, has thrown 
for 3,172 yards and 34 touchdowns 
with eight interceptions. He is seventh 
in the nation with a 173.20 passing 
efficiency rating. He had his second 
300-yard game of the season in the 
62-17 victory over Virginia in the ACC 
championship game, when he threw 
for 304 yards and four touchdowns. 
He has six 300-yard games in his 
career and is 25-0 as a starter. 

Wide receiver Justyn Ross and 
Tee Higgins are Lawrence’s principle 
targets, although 22 different 
Tigers—including Lawrence—have at 
least one reception this season. Ross, 
a 6-4 sophomore, has 61 catches 
and eight touchdowns, as more the 
possession receiver. Higgins, a 6-4 
junior, has 56 catches for 1,115 yards 


and 13 touchdowns, tied for sixth in 
Division I-A in scoring receptions. He 
has 27 career touchdown catches, 
tied for most in school history with 
two players that have gone on to 
bigger and better things—DeAndre 
Hopkins and Sammy Watkins. 
Wideout Amari Rodgers, a 5-10 junior, 
has 28 receptions for 418 yards and 
four touchdowns, returning in the 
second week of the season after 
suffering a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in spring practice. He was 
back in a remarkable 166 days. 

A veteran offensive line has been 
instrumental in the offensive success. 
Seniors left guard John Simpson, 
center Sean Pollard, right guard Gage 
Cervenka and right tackle Tremayne 
Anchrum, along with sophomore 
left tackle Jackson Carman, have 
anchored a group that has given up 16 
sacks this season and 21 sacks in the 
last 22 games. The line held Alabama 
sack-less in the 44-16 victory in the 
College Football Playoff championship 
game last season. Anchrum is the 
lightest, at 310 pounds. Carman is the 
heaviest, listed at 355. 
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SCOUTING THE SPECIAL TEAMS: 
LSU TIGERS 


reshman kicker Cade York has made quite the 
= impression in his first year at LSU, breaking the SEC 
record for points in a season with 146 during the 

Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. In the semifinal game, he was 
2-for-2 on field goals and 7-for-7 on extra points. Overall 
on the season York is 21-26 on field goals, including an 
impressive 4-5 on field goals of at least 50 yards, with a long 
of 52 that he made during LSU’s 58-37 win at Ole Miss. 

Junior punter Zach Von Rosenberg is one of the most 
interesting stories in college football. At 29, he is a decade 
older than some of his teammates. He originally planned 
on attending LSU to play baseball but was drafted by the 
Pittsburgh Pirates in the sixth round of the 2009 MLB 
Draft and turned pro instead. After six seasons in the 
minors and a number of injuries, Von Rosenberg decided 
to end his baseball career and give LSU another shot, 
this time walking on to the football team. Now in his 
third season as the Tigers punter, he is averaging 42.5 
yards per punt in 2019 and his career average of 43.9 
yards per punt is 10th overall in the SEC since 2000. 

Junior running back Clyde Edwards-Helaire handles 
the kickoff returns, averaging 17.2 yards on 12 returns 
this season. Meanwhile, freshman cornerback Derek 
Stingley Jr. has been the principle punt return for 
LSU, taking 15 punt returns for 146 yards. 


ophomore B. T. Potter took over the full-time 

placekicking role this season while serving in his 

second season as the primary kickoff man. Potter 
made 12-of-20 field goal attempts, and the farther the 
distance, the more he liked it. He made both his attempts 
from 50 yards or longer, kicking 51-yarders in the season 
opener against Georgia Tech and later against Louisville. 
He had his second two-field game of the season when he 
was 2-for-2 against Virginia in the ACC title game, hitting 
from 47 and 24 yards. He also made a pair of kicks against 
Syracuse. He has 84 consecutive point-after conversions, 
77 this season, four short of the school record. He was 
third in the nation with 79 touchbacks a year ago. 

Junior punter Will Spiers averaged 42.8 yards a punt on his 
44 punts while placing 10 inside the opponent's 10-yard line. 
He has been the starting punter for all of his 43 games at 
Clemson. Spiers’ athleticism comes naturally. He is a son of 
Clemson two-sport star Billy Spiers, who is a member of the 
school sports hall of fame and played 13 seasons as a major 
league infielder. Spiers the elder now works as the senior 
special teams assistant. Steven Sawicki also punted six times 
for a 43.8-yard average. Freshman wide receiver Joseph 
Ngata is the primary kickoff returner, and averaged 23.2 yards 
on 14 returns. Etienne returned two kickoffs for 50 yards. 

Wide receiver Rodgers is the principle punt returner, 
averaging 10.6 yards on 14 returns. He is the most recent 
Tiger to return a kick for a touchdown, scoring ona 
58-yard punt return at Boston College last season. 
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ClIRONOLOGY 


2011 


During the winter and spring, 
the commissioners and 
presidents spent countless 
hours evaluating the many pros 
and cons of numerous possible 
formats. These formats ranged 
from returning to the old bowl 
system with no attempt to 
match the top two teams, to 
continuing the BCS, to creating 
a multi-team tournament. 


201e 


JAN - MAR, 2012 

The commissioners met in person 
January 10 in New Orleans, February 
21-22 and March 26 in Dallas and 
several times by teleconference. They 
affirmed a commitment to protect 
college football’s regular season, 

the best in sports, and to preserve 
the bowl tradition and the bowl 
experience for students. Further, 

they focused on the realities of the 
academic calendar and options 
related to where the games should be 
played. They self-imposed a deadline 
of the summer of 2012 to decide what 


changes to propose to the presidents. 
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APR 25, 2012 

At a meeting in Hollywood, Florida, the 
commissioners took both an eight- 
team and a 16-team playoff off the 
table. They prepared a small number 
of four-team options for discussion in 
the conference meetings to be held 

in May. They discussed in detail the 
advantages and disadvantages of 
various ways to rank or qualify teams. 


JUNE 12-13, 2012 

The commissioners met in Chicago 
to report on the consensus regarding 
the playoff that was developed during 
their recent conference meetings. 


JUNE 20, 2012 

Meeting in the Sullivan Room at the 
InterContinental hotel in downtown 
Chicago, the commissioners voted 
unanimously to recommend a four- 
team playoff for 12 years beginning in 
2014-15, with a selection committee 
choosing the participating teams. 


JUNE 26, 2012 

Meeting at the Dupont Circle Hotel in 
Washington, D.C., the BCS Presidential 
Oversight Committee members voted 
unanimously to submit legislation to 

the NCAA Board of Directors that would 
allow two institutions to participate in 

two postseason games each year— 
thereby officially creating the playoff. The 
presidential group adopted the format 
and policies that had been recommended 
by the commissioners June 20. The NCAA would approve the proposal in August. 


The presidents and chancellors also endorsed (1) rotating the semifinal games among 
six bowls and playing the championship game at neutral sites under the management 
of the conferences and (2) creating a selection committee that would rank the teams 
to play, giving all the teams an equal opportunity to participate. Among the factors the 
committee would be instructed to value were win-loss record, strength of schedule, 
head-to-head results, and whether a team is a conference champion. 


The presidents’ group also decided to (1) play the semifinals New Year’s Eve or 

New Year’s Day; (2) create “Championship Monday” by setting the date of the 
championship game on the first Monday in January that is six or more days after the 
semifinal games; (3) establish the new format to cover a 12-year term, from the 2014- 
2015 season through the 2025-2026 season; (4) distribute revenue from the playoff 
according to a formula that (a) rewards conferences for success on the field, (b) 
accommodates teams’ expenses, (c) acknowledges marketplace factors, (d) rewards 
academic performance of student-athletes; and (e) eliminates the “automatic 
qualification” designation. 
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OCT - NOV, 2011 

With the fourth Bowl Championship Series (BCS) four-year term set to conclude 
after the 2013-14 season, the commissioners began creating a process for 
considering possible formats for the future. These discussions occurred during 
teleconferences October 4 and 12. The Presidential Oversight Committee members 
addressed the matter further in their in-person meeting in Denver November 14. 


ee NOVEMBER 14 

foorka o The Presidential Oversight 
Committee named Bill Hancock NOVEMBER 18 
Executive Director. Hancock had Michael Kelly 
been Executive Director of the BCS was named Chief 
for three years. He had become BCS Operating Officer. 


ie 3 administrator in October 2005. 


= 


¥ ' 


NOVEMBER 12 

In a Denver meeting, the presidents and chancellors unanimously approved the 
format that called for a stand-alone championship game and semifinals rotating 
evenly through three contract bowls and three other bowls over the 12 years. The 
group also took the following actions: 


+ Adopted a revenue-distribution plan and agreed to review it after four years to 
determine whether the allocations should be revised; 


+ Agreed that the academic pool would be distributed through the conferences 
or processed directly to the independent institutions; NOVEMBER 21 
The group and ESPN reached an 
agreement in principle for ESPN 
to present the games for 12 years 
on an exclusive basis across its 
platforms. The agreement included 
the national championship game 
+ Confirmed that the media rights would cover 12 championship games, 24 and semifinals as well as other bowl 
semifinals and 24 host bowls; games that would be a part of the 
rotation to host the semifinals. 


+ Guaranteed a spot in one of the six bowls to the highest-ranked champion 
from the Big East (later became the American Athletic), Conference USA, Mid- 
American, Mountain West and Sun Belt conferences, as determined by the 
selection committee, when such champion does not qualify to play in one of 
the semifinals; 


+ Supported the concept of not having a title sponsor for the championship game; 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2 Se ae 
PLAYOFF °' Berar 


Orange Bowl and Host 1 in the same year; and Host 2 and Host 3 in the same year. 


+ Decided that the Rose and Sugar Bowls would host semifinals in the same year; ( 


+ Agreed that the champion of a contract-bowl conference that is displaced by 
the semifinals will play in one of the host bowls; 


+ Voted to create a limited liability corporation (LLC) to manage the event, with 
the presidents and chancellors serving as the Board of Managers. 
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2013 


JAN 8, 2013 MAR 13, 2013 
During a meeting in Miami, the CFP Administration, LLC, a limited 
commissioners unanimously agreed liability company, was organized to 


that the new event would launch manage the administrative operation 


with semifinals January 1, 2015, in the FEB 5, 2013 of the College Football Playoff. Under 
Rose and Sugar Bowls. The group Reid Sigmon was its operating agreement, members of 
also agreed that the Orange Bowl named Chief the company were the 10 Football Bowl 
and a yet-to-be-named bowl would Financial Officer. Subdivision conferences and Notre 
host the semifinal games in the : Dame. The company would be governed 
second year. The hosts in the third by a board of managers, consisting of 
year were also yet to be named. FEB 7, 2013 a university president or chancellor 

The management committee nominated by each member. Day-to-day 
JAN 14, 2013 unanimously agreed to implement a operations of the company were to be 
Hancock and Kelly opened a temporary philanthropic program when the new managed by a management committee, 
headquarters in the Conference structure begins. It also decided that consisting of the FBS commissioners 
USA suite of offices at 5201 N. the new event warranted a new trophy. and Notre Dame athletics director. 


O'Connor Blvd. in Irving, Texas. 


re 


ee 


APR 23, 2013 
The name “College Football Playoff” was adopted 


for the new event and was announced at a news fii () maven x 


Vote } for the New Playoff Logo! 


conference in Pasadena. Also, the group invited fans 
to choose the logo through an online voting process. 


APR 24, 2013 

Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, 
was named to host the first national 
championship game of the new era. 
Also, the Fiesta Bowl, Cotton Bowl and 
Chick-fil-A Bowl were selected to be 
part of the semifinal host rotation. The 
management committee established 


MAY 7, 2013 
The board agreed to locate the 


the following semifinal rotation: year 1 - headquarters for CFP Administration 
Rose and Sugar; year 2 - Orange and Cotton; year 3 - Chick-fil-A and Fiesta. Also, it LLC in Irving, Texas, at 545 East 

was agreed that, for the sake of consistency, the name of a bowl participating in the John Carpenter Freeway, in The 
arrangement should include specific wording, either traditional or descriptive of the Summit building. The office 

local culture, in addition to the title soonsor’s name. would open August 5. 

APR 25, 2013 


The management committee formulated plans for the selection committee, including, 
(1) it would be comprised of no more than 18 members; (2) each conference would 

be invited to nominate prospective members; (3) the management committee would 
choose the members and their terms, and also the chair; (4) committee members 
would not receive honoraria but would receive expense reimbursement; (5) members 
would serve three-year terms, with selected individuals’ terms being two or four years 
initially until a rotation were achieved; and (6) members would not be eligible for re- 
election after their terms expire. 


APR 29, 2013 

Some 101,670 fans participating in an online ballot chose 

the “gold football” logo. It received 38 percent of the vote, 
compared with 25 percent, 24 percent and 13 percent for the 


other three candidates. NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
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JUN 18, 2013 

The management committee 
decided several matters 
related to the selection 
committee, including: (1) 
members would fall into 

one of five classifications, 
including sitting athletics 
directors, and persons 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF CHRONOLOGY 


with experience as coaches, student-athletes, administrators and journalists; (2) 
persons currently working for media agencies, or serving as commentators in any 
media, are not eligible to serve; (3) five slots would go to athletics directors from 
the ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, SEC and Pac-12; (4) each nominee for the committee 
must be approved by unanimous consent of the management committee; and 

(5) committee members would not be expected to attend games in person and 
the CFP would not reimburse expenses for those who do attend games. 


OCT 16, 2013 


ee ee 


Membership of the first selection committee was announced at a news conference at 
the CFP headquarters in Irving, Texas. The 13 members were Barry Alvarez, athletics 
director, Wisconsin; Mike Gould, former superintendent, Air Force Academy; Pat Haden, 
athletics director, Southern California; Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive vice 
president; Jeff Long (chair), vice chancellor and athletics director, Arkansas; Oliver Luck, 
athletics director, West Virginia; Archie Manning, former student-athlete, Mississippi; 
Tom Osborne, former athletics director and coach, Nebraska; Dan Radakovich, athletics 
director, Clemson; Condoleezza Rice, former provost, Stanford; Mike Tranghese, 
former commissioner, Big East conference; Steve Wieberg, former journalist, USA 
Today; Tyrone Willingham, former head coach, Stanford, Notre Dame and Washington. 


2014 


JAN 13, 2014 
Applications for the 
first College Football 
Playoff random ticket 
drawing were being 
accepted. Fans 
could apply for tickets to attend the 
championship game January 12, 2015. 


NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


NORTH TEXAS 2015 


APR 30, 2014 

It was determined that the selection 
committee would compile rankings 
seven times during the season, including 
selection Sunday. The rankings were 

to be announced Tuesday evenings 
beginning October 28. Also, the 
committee’s recusal policy and voting 
procedures were announced. 
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MAY 1, 2014 

The group formally launched 
its philanthropic initiative, 
Extra Yard for Teachers, to 
honor and support teachers nationally and 
in the communities that host the College 
Football Playoff national championship. 
Ticket prices for the 2015 national 
championship were adopted: club seating, 
$650; general seating, $450; student 
seating, $200; standing-room-only, $200. 


EXTRA YARD 
TEACHERS 


OCT 8-9, 2014 
The CFP conducted mock selection exercises with representatives of the media, and, 
two weeks later, with ESPN announcers, producers and directors. In later years, it 


would add exercises for other groups, such as athletics 
directors, representatives of bowls, conference offices, 


media and other partners. 


OCT 28, 2014 


The selection committee convened at the Gaylord Hotel 
in Grapevine, Texas, and issued its first rankings. 


NOV 10, 2013 
The board 

of managers 
authorized 
creation of the 
CFP Foundation. 


NOV 11, 2013 
The selection committee met for the 
first time, at the Marriott Wardman 
Park in Washington, D.C. The 
members reviewed the proposed 
protocol and conducted an exercise 
on assigning teams to bowl sites. 


DEC 16, 2013 
Arizona and 
Tampa Bay were 
named to host the 
College Football 
Playoff national 
championship 
games in 2016 and 
2017 respectively. 


JUL 14, 2014 
The new 
College Football 
Playoff National 
Championship 
trophy was 
unveiled. 
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FOUNDATION 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ars 


DEC 7, 2014 
The selection 
committee 
selected 
Alabama, Oregon, 
Florida State 

and Ohio State 

to compete in 

the first College 
Football Playoff. 
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2015 


JAN 1, 2015 

In the first CFP semifinals, Oregon 
defeated Florida State and Ohio 
State defeated Alabama. 


JAN 6, 2015 

The management committee and Board 
of Managers unanimously agreed 

to defray costs for student-athletes’ 
parents or guardians to travel to the 
site of the CFP national championship. 


JAN 12, 2015 

Ohio State defeated Oregon in the 
first CFP national championship at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. 


2016 


JAN 28, 2016 
Kirby Hocutt was named chair 
of the selection committee. 


JAN 11, 2016 

C. Max Nikias, president of the 
University of Southern California, was 
named chair of the board of managers. 


2017 


FEB 9, 2015 
Texas Tech 
athletics director 
Kirby Hocutt 
was named to 
the selection 
committee, 
replacing Oliver 
Luck who had taken a position in the 
NCAA national office. 


MAR 27, 2015 
Former Vanderbilt 
coach Bobby 
Johnson was 
named to 

the selection 
committee, 
replacing Archie 
Manning who had stepped down. 


JAN 21, 2016 

Jeff Bower, Lloyd Carr, Herb Deromedi 
and Rob Mullens were appointed 

to the selection committee. 


JUL 28, 2016 


MAY 20, 2015 
The Sports 
Business Journal 
named the 
College Football 
Playoff its “event 
of the year.” 


JUN 16, 2015 

Noting that the Army-Navy game 
would be played six days after the 

CFP selection day, the management 
committee unanimously agreed that, 

if the Army-Navy result may affect 
Army’s or Navy’s placement or seeding 
in a semifinal game or one of the 

other bowls that the committee would 
fill, the pairings for selected games 
involving Army or Navy only may be 
delayed so the committee can consider 
the result of the Army-Navy game. 


The management committee moved the semifinal games in years 5, 6, 11 and 12 of 
the CFP rotation to Saturdays. With the adjustment, all semifinal games through 
2026 would be played on Saturdays or holidays. 


JAN 17, 2017 
Frank Beamer, 
Chris Howard and 
Gene Smith were 
appointed to the 
selection committee. 
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NOV 2017 

CFP chose South Florida, Indianapolis, 
Los Angeles and Houston to host the 
championship games at the conclusion 
of the 2020, 2021, 2022 and 2023 
regular seasons, respectively. 
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JUL 16, 2015 JUL 30, 2015 NOV 4, 2015 

Britton Banowsky In light of anew NCAA policy allowing CFP selected 

was named it, the management committee and Atlanta; Santa 

Executive Director board of managers unanimously Clara, Calif.; and 

of the CFP agreed to defray costs for student- New Orleans 

Foundation. athletes’ parents or guardians to host the 
to travel to the sites of the CFP championship 
semifinal games in addition to the games at the conclusion of the 2017, 2018 
championship game. and 2019 regular seasons, respectively. 


——_—__— 


2018 


——E—— Es 


JAN 17, 2018 


The management committee named JUL 17, 2018 

Rob Mullens chair of the selection Andrea Williams AUG 16, 2018 

committee. Paola Boivin, Joe became the The board of managers unanimously 
Castiglione, Ken Hatfield, Ronnie Lott, CFP’s chief elected Mississippi State University 
Todd Stansbury and Scott Stricklin operating officer President Mark Keenum as its chair. 
were appointed to the committee. after Michael 


Kelly was named 
athletics director 
at the University of South Florida. 


2019 APR 25, 2019 @GOTEACH 
The CFP Foundation board supported QOS pore 

JAN 16, 2019 the concept of a new initiative, jee crs ee 

Terry Mohajir, Ray Odierno and “Go Teach,” to encourage student- 

R. C. Slocum were named to athletes to enter the teaching field 

the selection committee. when they graduate from college. 


FEB 9, 2019 

The management committee 
appointed University of lowa 
athletics director Gary Barta to the 
selection committee, replacing = 
Gene Smith, who stepped down. E 
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GOVERNANCE 


CFP Administration, LLC, manages the administrative operations of the College Football Playoff. Members of the company 
are the 10 FBS conferences and the University of Notre Dame. 


(11 university presidents and chancellors) 


The company’s business, property and affairs are governed by the board of managers. The board develops, reviews and 
approves annual budgets, policies and operating guidelines. It also appoints and removes officers of the company. It has 
authority over all aspects of the company’s operations. 


Big Ten Conference Conference USA Mountain West Big 12 Conference 
President, Penn State President, Southern Conference President, Texas 
Mississippi President, Fresno State 


Sun Belt Conference President, Notre Dame Pacific-12 Conference 
President, Troy (Independent) Southeastern Conference President, Washington State 
President, Mississippi State 


Atlantic Coast Mid-American American Athletic 
Conference Conference Conference 
President, Florida State President, Buffalo President, SMU 
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Go to GOODYSPowder.com 
© 2019 Prestige Consumer Healthcare Inc. For a store location near you. 


GOVERNANCE 


CFP Management Committee 
(10 conference commissioners and Notre Dame athletics director) 


The management committee manages the day-to-day operations of the company. It has authority over those aspects of the 
company’s operations that are not reserved exclusively for the board, but all of its decisions are subject to review by the board. 


} 


» - 


MIKE ARESCO BOB BOWLSBY KEITH GILL JUDY MACLEOD 


American Athletic Big 12 Conference Sun Belt Conference Conference USA 
Conference Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner 


Commissioner 


GREG SANKEY LARRY SCOTT JON STEINBRECHER JACK SWARBRICK 
Southeastern Pacific-12 Mid-American Athletics Director, 
Conference Conference Conference Notre Dame 
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner (Independent) 


JOHN SWOFFORD CRAIG THOMPSON KEVIN WARREN 
Atlantic Coast Mountain West Big Ten 
Conference Conference Conference 
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner 
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RESUME 


CURRENT OCCUPATION 


+ Director of Athletics, 
University of Oregon 
(2010-Present) 


CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 
+ Guided Oregon to its three 


s another exciting and outstanding year for college football culminates 
with the College Football Playoff National Championship, fans all over 
our nation remain extremely passionate about our great game. 

During the last two years, it has truly been an honor to serve as chair of the 
College Football Playoff Selection Committee. | am a lifelong fan of college 
football and have watched and loved the game for as long as | can remember. 
It has been a privilege to play a small role in the continued progress of the CFP. 

Thank you to all of the committee members with whom | have been honored 
to serve, as their diligence and commitment to thoughtful deliberation and 
study of each team every week continues to ensure the integrity and quality 
of the CFP process. The dedication and commitment of those who serve on 
the committee is unwavering, and Bill Hancock and his tremendous staff work 
tirelessly throughout the year to ensure that the College Football Playoff is a 
first-class and memorable event for the teams and fans. 

For the student-athletes, coaches, and staffs associated with the four teams 
selected to participate in the College Football Playoff this season, our goal is 
that this experience creates lifelong memories for all of you. We know all of the 


hard work and dedication that went into reaching this moment, and we wish you 


all the best in competition and in the future. 

Thank you all for an amazing first six years of the College Football Playoff. 
The playoff gets more exciting every year, and we hope to start 2020 
with the best national championship game so far! 


Lab Wfuk fr 
ROB MULLENS 


Selection Committee Chair 
College Football Playoff 
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best finishes in school 
history (including school- 
record 9th place finish in 
2017) in the Directors’ Cup, 
a national assessment of 
an athletic department’s 
overall achievements 


Member of USOC Collegiate 
Advisory Council 


Deputy Director of Athletics, 
University of Kentucky 
(2006-10) 


Executive Associate Director 
of Athletics, University 
of Kentucky (2002-06) 


Assistant Director of 
Athletics for Business/ 
Executive Senior 
Associate Director 

of Athletics & Chief 

of Staff, University of 
Maryland (1996-2002) 


Senior Athletics Business 
Manager, University 
of Miami (1994-96). 


Accountant/Auditor, 
Ernst & Young 


EDUCATION 


+ Master’s degree in sports 


management, West 
Virginia University (1993) 


+ Bachelor’s degree, West 


Virginia University (1991) 
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COMMITTEE 


Standing (left to right) 


Former Head Coach, Texas A&M University 


Director of Athletics, University of Florida 


Former Chief of Staff, United States Army 


Director of Athletics, University of Oklahoma 


Former All-American, University of Southern California 


Former Head Coach of Three FBS Institutions 
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Seated (left to right) 


Director of Athletics, Georgia Institute of Technology 


Director of Athletics, Arkansas State University 


President, Robert Morris University 


Director of Athletics, University of Oregon 


Former Head Coach, Virginia Tech 


Professor, Arizona State University 


Director of Athletics, University of lowa 
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YOU SEE AROOM. 


We see a path to stronger communities. 


At Volunteers of America, we envision a world where everyone 
has a place to call home and a meaningful role in society. That’s 
why we open our doors to millions and provide the help and 
support needed to rebuild lives. We serve as a path to stronger 
communities — because when lives are improved, communities are, too. After 
all, who are we as a society if we don’t help those who need it the most? To help 


strengthen your community, visit VolunteersofAmerica.org. 


W 


Volunteers of America: 


Thank you to 
Empire State Realty Trust 


for lighting the 
t Empire State Building 
| in honor of the 
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2019-20 CFP SEMIFINAL PAIRINGS AND 


PICINALL RVANIAIIN GS 


FREQUENCY OF THE RANKINGS’ DATA 


Selection Committee members meet weekly, in person, Selection Committee members had a wealth of 

on Mondays and Tuesdays to produce rankings. The information, including review of video, statistics, and 
committee released its first rankings Tuesday, November their own expertise to guide them in their deliberations. 
5, after the completion of the 10th week of the regular They emphasized obvious factors like win-loss records 
season and continued for the next four weeks leading and results against common opponents. The playoff 

up to Selection Day on Sunday, December 8. group has retained SportSource Analytics to provide the 


data platform that allowed the committee members to 
compare and contrast every team on every level possible. 


2 OHIO STATE 


NATIONAL 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
NEW ORLEANS 
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Clemson’s Hunter Renfrow catches 
the game-winning touchdown pass 
from Deshaun Watson in the waning 
seconds of the 2017 CFP National ~~ « 
Championship at Raymond James 
Stadium in Tampa. a. Dy ‘ y ‘| 
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mi » THE COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF HAS CROWNED FIVE DESERVING 
~ CHAMPIONS THUS FAR. HERE’S A CLOSER LOOK... 


_ BY ROB SCICHILI AND JAIME ARON 
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AT&T Stadium 
Arlington, Texas 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


Ezekiel Elliott 


Ohio State 


Tyvis Powell 


Ohio State 


AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Tx., was 
the scene of the first College Football 
Playoff National Championship—and 
the culmination of a fairy-tale ending 
that would have left Cinderella high- 
fiving Snow White. 

Cardale Jones ended spring practice 
as the No. 3 quarterback on the Ohio 
State depth chart. But when returning 
starter Braxton Miller got hurt before 
the season and J.T. Barrett got hurt in 
the regular-season finale, Jones was 
pressed into duty. His first college 
start came against Wisconsin in the Big Ten Championship Game, and he led the 
Buckeyes to a 59-0 win. Then he guided the fourth-seeded Buckeyes past top- 
seeded Alabama, 42-35, in the College Football Playoff Semifinal. That sent Ohio 
State into the inaugural title game against second-seeded Oregon and its Heisman 
Trophy-winning quarterback, Marcus Mariota. The Ducks reached the National 
Championship with a 59-20 victory over the reigning champs, Florida State. 

The unheralded Jones outdueled Mariota, throwing for 242 yards and a 
touchdown, although the biggest star for Ohio State was the guy standing behind 
Jones in the backfield. Ezekiel Elliott ran for 246 yards and four touchdowns. So in 
the first year of the new format, the new National Championship trophy was placed 
in the hands of a team that ended the regular season seeded fourth. 
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PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 


ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWL 
No. 4 Ohio State 42 
No. 1 Alabama 35 


ROSE BOWL GAME, 
PRESENTED BY 
NORTHWESTERN 
MUTUAL 


No. 2 Oregon 59 
No. 3 Florida State 20 


A> 
3 


_ 


All the odds were 
stacked against us 
through the whole 
season, and for us to 
be national champs, 

it not only means 

a lot to me but our 
community, Buckeye 

Nation, and our 
hometowns.” 
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PACKAGES FOR THE 


al 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
JANUARY 11 | MIAMI 


WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON! 


Playoff Premium offers a variety of packages, with or without 
hotel accommodations, at various price ranges and seating locations. 
VIP private suites are also available by request. 


For more information on Playoff Premium packages, 
go to playoffpremium.com 
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PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 
CAPITAL ONE 
ORANGE BOWL 
No. 1 Clemson 37 
No. 4 Oklahoma 17 


GOODYEAR COTTON 
BOWL CLASSIC 


No. 2 Alabama 38 
No. 3 Michigan State O 


University of Phoenix Stadium 
Glendale, Arizona 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


O.J. Howard Eddie Jackson Ciara 


Alabama Alabama 


A highly anticipated showdown 
between two powerful teams 
somehow managed to exceed the 
hype. And it turned out to be the 
first act of the defining college 
football matchup of the decade. 

The individual stars shined brightly. 
Clemson quarterback Deshaun 
Watson, a Heisman Trophy finalist, 
compiled 478 total yards. Yet 
Alabama’s Heisman Trophy winner, 


Derrick Henry, ran for 158 yards and stopped. I felt like if we 
three touchdowns. Tide tight end 


O.J. Howard caught five passes for didn't do something a 
208 yards and a pair of touchdowns. take a chance to change 


The game ultimately was decided 
by two plays by Alabama’s special the momentum of the 
teams in the fourth quarter. The game that we wouldn't 
first came right after the Tide tied the game at 24. They recovered a surprise 
onside kick and cashed in the extra possession with a 51-yard touchdown 
pass to Howard. Clemson answered with a field goal, then Alabama’s Kenyan 
Drake returned the ensuing kickoff 95 yards for another touchdown. 

Although the Crimson Tide hoisted the trophy, the Tigers were ready for 
another chance. 


I made the decision to do 
[the onside kick] because 
the score was [tied] and 
we were tired on defense. 
We weren't doing a great 
job of getting them 


have a chance to win.” 
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NO MATTER WHAT YOUR DAY BRINGS, 
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PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 
CHICK-FIL-A 
PEACH BOWL 
No. 1 Alabama 24 
No. 4 Washington 7 


PLAYSTATION 
FIESTA BOWL 


No. 2 Clemson 31 
No. 3 Ohio State O 
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Raymond James Stadium 
Tampa Bay, Florida 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 
Deshaun Watson — Ben Boulware Little Big Town A 
Clemson Clemson b 


In college football's first-ever 
postseason rematch between teams 
ranked Nos. 1 and 2, Clemson and 
Alabama staged an epic sequel. 


Seeking a second straight title, Let’s be 
the Crimson Tide jumped ahead, 7 
14-0, and cruised into the fourth legendary. 


quarter leading, 24-14. Then Tigers 
quarterback Deshaun Watson 

took over, guiding two long, quick 
touchdown drives. That gave 
Clemson its first lead of the game, 
28-24, with 4:38 left. The fun was just 
beginning. 

Alabama’s true freshman 
quarterback, Jalen Hurts, responded 
with a 30-yard touchdown run to 
reclaim the lead. Trailing again, Watson took over with 2:01 left on his own 
36-yard line. The final 20 seconds were filled with dramatic moments, capped 
by Watson throwing a two-yard touchdown pass to Hunter Renfrow with 0:01 left. 

The Tigers claimed their first national title since 1981 while snapping 
Alabama’s 26-game winning streak. 
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Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
Atlanta, Georgia 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


Tua Tagovailoa 


Alabama 


Da’Ron Payne 


Alabama 


The first title-game matchup 
between teams from the same 
conference (the SEC) also turned 
out to be the first CFP game to go to 
overtime. 

The game was a tale of two halves. 
Georgia stormed ahead, 13-0, by 
shutting down Jalen Hurts and the 
Crimson Tide offense. So at halftime, 
Alabama coach Nick Saban turned to 
backup quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, 
and the true freshman put on quite a 
show. The lefty guided the Tide to 20 
points in the second half, tying the 
game with 3:49 left. Tagovailoa got 
Alabama in position for the winning 
field goal as time expired, but the 36- 
yard kick sailed wide left. 

Georgia won the coin toss and reclaimed the lead with a 51-yard field goal. A 
sack by the Bulldogs’ defense left the Tide facing second-and-26, but Tagovailoa 
found fellow freshman receiver DeVonta Smith down the left sideline for 41 yards 
and the championship-winning touchdown. Alabama won its second title of the 
CFP era, its fifth in nine years and gave Saban the sixth crown of his career. 


66 | 2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Zac Brown Band 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINALS 


ALLSTATE SUGAR BOWL 
No. 4 Alabama 24 
No. 1 Clemson 6 


ROSE BOWL GAME 
PRESENTED BY 
NORTHWESTERN 
MUTUAL 


No. 3 Georgia 54 


: No, 2 Oklahoma 48 (20T) 


There’s lots of highs and 
lows. Last year we lost 
on the last play of the 
game and this year we 

won on the last play of the 
game. These kids really 
responded the right way. 

We said last year, ‘Don’t 

waste the feeling.’ They 

sure didn’t, the way they 


played tonight.” 
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Levi's Stadium 
Santa Clara, California 


PLAYERS OF THE GAME 


Trevor Lawrence _ Trayvon Mullen Andy Grammer 


Clemson Clemson 


Round Ill of the title-game series 
between these teams actually 
marked the fourth straight year 
they met in a CFP game — the 
Crimson Tide stomped the Tigers in 
a semifinal in 2018. This time, it was 
almost all Clemson. 

After a back-and-forth first quarter, 
the Tigers found themselves down, 
16-14, early in the second quarter. 
Then freshman quarterback Trevor 
Lawrence, running back Travis 
Etienne and a defense led by 
cornerback Travyon Mullen turned it 
into a romp. 

Lawrence connected with nine 
receivers, completing 20-of-32 passes 
for 347 yards and three touchdowns, 
and Etienne ran for a pair of 


touchdowns. Mullen had a sack, forced a fumble and returned an interception 
46 yards as the Tigers smothered an Alabama offense that had been averaging 


47 points per game. 
Clemson became the first team to go 15-O since Penn in 1897. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


FLASHBACK 


PLAVGFES | 
SEMIFINALS 


GOODYEAR COTTON 
BOWL CLASSIC 


No. 2 Clemson 30 
No. 3 Notre Dame 3 


CAPITAL ONE 
ORANGE BOWL 


No. 1 Alabama 45 
No. 4 Oklahoma 34 


Our guys had the eye of the 
tiger. I’m so proud for our 
seniors, to be able to go 
out 15-0 and truly be the 
best ever. To beat Notre 
Dame and to beat Alabama; 
this team won 13 games by 
20 points or more and were 
led by an amazing group of 
seniors. I’m just thankful 


to be a part of it.” 
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PLAYOFF. 


Give your game next-level craftsmanship 
4 and innovation with the official College 2 
= aa Football Playoff ball. Trusted by collegiate. > f 
Dy al aS “organizations and players across the country, 
Wai fA Wilson footballs are ready for any challenge. 


GETYOURS TODAY 
“ WILSONFOOTBALE. COM 


NATIONAL 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
NEW ORLEANS 2020 (2) 


LOOK «: LABEL 


When purchasing your College Football Playotf merchandise, make sure it’s official by looking for 
the “Officially Licensed Collegiate Products” hologram. This hologram assures that the product 
has been approved by the Playoff and its participating teams. 


Proceeds from the sale of College Football Playoff licensed merchandise 


go to support the participating institutions and Extra Yard for Teachers, 
the CFP’s initiative that empowers teachers and students by providing 
resources, support and program development to positively atfect EXTRA YARD 
students’ education in K-through-12 classrooms and in the communities ’TEACHERS 
throughout the country that will host the College Football Playoff National cues 


Championship. 
Share your championship spirit! Use #CFBPlayoff when you post pictures in your game day gear. 


For more information about the College Football Playoff licensing program, contact: 
GEG 
770.956.0520 / cle.com 


-ALABAMA GEORGIA 
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EXTRA YARD 
©TEACHERS 
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The CFP Foundation has been elevating K-12 teachers all across the U.S. for over five years. 


In February 2013, inside a conference room 
at a DFW International Airport hotel, a group 
of people were hashing out details of a 
new way to crown a national champion 
in college football when one of them had 
a suggestion. 


This high-profile, playoff system they 
were creating should provide more than 
excitement for players, coaches and fans. 
It should have a charitable component. 


Then they landed on the perfect cause: 
supporting K-12 teachers. 


Fueled by the harmony of the platform 
and the mission, the College Football 
Playoff Foundation has become the largest 
sports entity in the country benefiting 
education and one of the most successful 
philanthropic organizations in sports. 


Numbers offer one way to calculate the 
CFP Foundation’s impact: More than 
$30 million invested, 5.5 million students 
reached, 250,000 teachers supported 
and 30,000 schools touched. And that’s 
through only the first five iterations of the 


70 | 2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


CFP National Championship, before 
New Orleans. 


Yet numbers aren’t the only way to convey 
the organization’s impact. 


It’s better expressed by the eyes of a student 
walking into what had been a decrepit 
library and seeing it transformed into a 
state-of-the-art media center. Or on the 
face of a science teacher receiving a new 
microscope, an art teacher receiving a 3-D 
printer or a geography teacher receiving 
a high-tech globe. 


It’s Mrs. Jones or Mr. Smith being celebrated 
as a hometown hero in front of 100,000 
fans during Extra Yard for Teachers Week 
in September. It’s the Teachers of the Year 
from every state and territory being 
celebrated in front of tens of millions on 
ESPN before the CFP title game in January. 


It's drastically increasing the quality of 
reading being taught in Atlanta Public 
Schools and the expansion of STEM lessons 
throughout the Bay Area - and the life 
changing outcomes it can have on those 
pupils - all because a championship 
football game was played in those areas. 


There’s more. Much more. Because as 
perfect as it was for the CFP Foundation 
to support teachers in primary and 
secondary schools, the rollout of the 
Foundation’s work has been spot-on, too. 


By leveraging the CFP semifinals and 
championship, plus most postseason 
bowls, plus the 10 Football Bowl 
Subdivision conferences, and most of 
their universities, plus the communities 
around each campus, plus the hometowns 
of many student-athletes ... well, there’s 
hardly a place not touched by the 

CFP Foundation. 


The full story of the CFP Foundation’s 
birth and rise is a sprawling tale. With more 
exponential growth on the horizon, this is 
a great time to reflect on how it all started 
and where the CFP Foundation is going. 


“Because of the tremendous platform of 
college football, we’ve been able to reach 
so many millions of people - and this is only 
the tip of the iceberg,” said Bill Hancock, 
Executive Director of the College 

Football Playoff. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


Connected machines, big da X a 


and predictive analytics are _ % a 
propelling the next industrial era. \ 


gecareers.con 


The history of the College Football Playoff 
(CFP) Foundation is best told by the people 
who have been involved with the Extra Yard 
for Teachers initiative since its inception. 
This fall we spoke with a few of those 
leaders, including: 


* Britton Banowsky, CFP Foundation 
(formerly Conference USA) 


* Bob Bowlsby, Big 12 

* Jim Delany, Big Ten 

+ Bill Hancock, CFP 

* Larry Scott, Pac 12 

+ Jack Swarbrick, Notre Dame 


* Craig Thompson, Mountain West 


— Bill Hancock 


Why teachers? 


Banowsky: “We got around to talking about 
K through 12 public education. That made 
perfect sense because we are in higher 
education, which is an extension of that. 
Then someone said, ‘Why only public 
education? Why differentiate between 
public and private?’ ... While this was 
going on, Jack got up and walked around 
the table. Bob Bowlsby was sitting to my 
left and Jack whispered something into 
Bob’s ear. Bob leaned back and nodded. 
Then Bob said, *| think we should focus 
our work on supporting teachers.” 


Bowlsby: “My niece was working for 
Teach for America.” 


Hancock: “My wife taught high school 
English for 30 years.” 


Swarbrick: “| have three sisters who 
have spent their entire careers teaching 
elementary school - over 100 years 
combined experience.” 


Delany: “My dad taught social studies and 
American history for 50 years. | saw him 
walk to school through snow to get to his 
class. One of my sisters is a lifelong teacher 
in Europe. Another sister is a biology 
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professor at UC-Davis. Another teaches 
grade school. So I’m totally familiar with 
the unevenness of resources and how 
much teachers do of their own accord, 
whether it’s giving time or money.” 


Hancock: “Someone told a story of a 
teacher who had to buy supplies out 

of her own pocket because the district 
didn’t have enough funding. | remember 
thinking, ‘It’s a crime that she has to do 
that. We can buy those supplies for her.” 


What has it meant to you? 


Thompson: “A school near Colorado 
Springs had some things listed on 
DonorsChoose and we fulfilled their 
needs. We got 20 thank-you notes from 
kids written in crayon. That was so neat!” 


Scott: “When you're sitting in a board 
room making decisions, you believe you're 
making sense strategically, philosophically. 
But having a chance to feel it, touch it, 
see it - to interact personally with the 
young kids who are going to be the 
beneficiaries of it every day, and to see 
their teachers’ eyes gloss over when they 
realize they‘re going to be able to doa 
better job of teaching these kids - it brings 
it to life. It makes it real. It validates the 
significance of what we're doing.” 


Looking back, looking forward 


Whichever direction you look - backward 
or forward - there’s a lot to admire. 


And it always comes down to how perfectly 
they nailed the first decision, linking the 
spectacle of college football with not 

just K-12 education but with teachers. 


Swarbrick: “We had the incredible 
opportunity to start with a blank slate. 
That gave us a lot of freedom, but also 

a lot of room to get it wrong. It’s been 
rewarding to see how right the initial 
decision was. But this is no time for a 
victory lap. We've only just begun. If the 
program looks in five or 10 years as it 
does now, that will be an opportunity 
lost because there is so much we can 
do from this platform. | want to increase 
the hit rate - touching more classrooms, 
recognizing more teachers.” 


Last year, the Foundation asked the 
Richards Group to do a comparative 
analysis of the cause platforms among all 
major sports entities in the United States. 
The report showed that the Foundation 
was third, behind only the NFL Foundation 
and NBA Cares. 


Part of that success stems from the 
partnership with ESPN, which was also 
there from the beginning. With so many 
partners supporting the effort, the future 
of the CFP Foundation is very bright. 


While college football is eager to 
crown this season’s champion, plans 
are already ahead of schedule for 
the CFP Foundation’s work in Miami 
surrounding the 2021 game. 


The game’s footprint primarily covers 
two counties, Miami-Dade and Broward. 
Independent meetings with each of 
these districts led them down the 
same road: upgrading the facilities 

in middle schools. 


There’s no telling how many schools 
will be involved. Using history as a 
guide, the initial estimate could end 
up doubling. 


History also indicates that the 
Foundation will be on the lookout to 
add more value. Actually, a secondary 
target already has been spotted. 

It comes from Broward County and 
the campus of Stoneman Douglas 
High, where trauma from the school 
shooting lingers - including among 
teachers. Supporting teachers’ 
social and emotional needs is a 
great opportunity. 
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Teacher of the Year 
Championship Experience 


For the past four years during championship weekend, 
the Teachers of the Year from each state and territory 
are treated like royalty thanks to the partnership between 
the College Football Playoff Foundation and Dr Pepper. 


c+ 


va YEAR Be 


TEACHER 
of the 


All 56 state teachers of the year and a guest are flown to the host city of the national 


championship game as special guests of the CFP Foundation. The teachers are celebrated 
at the Extra Yard for Teachers (EYFT) Summit, the Extra Yard 5K, the Eckrich Taste of the 
Championship presented by Thrillist and on the field during pregame of the national 
championship game. This annual event is a proud layer of the CFP Foundation’s body of 


work. The timing is terrific for the Teachers of the Year, too, as it marks the culmination 


of their time together. 


“My predecessor said, ‘| don’t want to 
give anything away, but you’re going 
to have an amazing time. So | had no 
idea what to expect when my wife and 
| went to Atlanta. It turned out that we 
were treated like rock stars! | was in awe. 
| couldn't get over it. ... Everything was 
done to a high level of exquisiteness.” 


Jason Sickel 
Kansas 2017 Teacher of the Year 


“We come to this experience without any 
expectation - and we got way more than 
we could possibly have ever dreamed of.” 


Mandy Manning 
2018 Teacher of the Year 
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“We cannot thank teachers 
enough for their dedication 
to their profession, and 
more importantly, their daily 
commitment to educate 
our children.” 


Andrew Springate 
Dr Pepper Chief Marketing Officer 


“The beauty of the recognition those 


teachers get on ESPN - being seen on 
the air by millions of people - is not only 
for those people being celebrated, but 
for those people who are watching and 
seeing teachers being celebrated. 

It may make them want to be a teacher. 
It may make them want to give their son 
or daughter’s teacher a pat on the back. 
It may make them call their first-grade 
teacher from 30 years ago and say, 
‘Thank you.” 


Bill Hancock 
CFP Executive Director 


2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP | 73 


It was a moment in which Jana Milan knew 
she was making a difference. Subtle though 
it was, and something that probably 
wouldn't have been noticed by most people, 
it reminded Milan, an English/language arts 
teacher at KIPP East Community Primary 
School in New Orleans, exactly why she 
became a teacher. 


Milan’s class was studying non-fiction 
articles and how to identify the main idea 
of a particular piece. Weeks earlier, her class 
had studied different text structures used 
by authors, such as chronological order, 
problem-solution style and cause and 
effect. One of her students put the two 
lessons together. 


“We were in a group setting, working on 
identifying the main idea of the article,” 
Milan said. “One of my students told me 
the main idea. But then she also told me 
that the text structure was cause and effect. 
She made that cross-lesson connection 
that we like to see from kids. That was a 
neat moment, especially coming from an 
8-year-old. She put all the information she 
had learned together. I’ve had something 
like that happen several times. And it’s not 
just with me. If you were to come to our 
school and pop into any classroom, you're 
going to see kids that are very thirsty 

for knowledge.” 


Stories like this have had a profound 
impact on officials from the Allstate 
Sugar Bowl, the College Football Playoff 
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by Trey Iles 


Foundation and the New Orleans College 
Football Championship Host Committee 
for the 2020 CFP Championship Game. 
It’s why they've joined forces to come 
alongside Orleans Parish Public Schools 
and assist the system in overcoming 
some of the many challenges it faces. 


“One of the phrases | use is we’ve 
historically had a gumbo of issues with 
our public-school system,” said Allstate 
Sugar Bowl Chief Executive Officer Jeff 
Hundley. “So we tried to get our arms 
around how we could make an impact 
and where best we could assist the system. 
Fortunately, the CFP Foundation came in 
and initiated a series of meetings over the 
better part of a year with many partners 
inside and outside of Louisiana. We were 
able to take that input and formulate a 
strategy that we believed would have the 
greatest affect.” 


The resulting project, which enjoys 
robust corporate sponsorship from Entergy, 
focuses on the approximately 2,700 
teachers who make up the Orleans Parish 
Public Schools System. After Hurricane 
Katrina’s strike in southeast Louisiana in 
2005, Orleans Parish public schools were 
in shambles. But the devastation allowed 
officials to work with an almost blank 
canvas to remake the system. It worked 
well as student achievement improved. 


“New Orleans, particularly Orleans Parish 
and its public schools, is one of the most 


‘3 


EXTRA YARD 
° TEACHERS 
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unique educational ecosystems in the 
country,” said Britton Banowsky, the 
executive director of the CFP Foundation. 
“It’s a system of charter schools that grew 
from the backside of a disaster. In the 
years following Katrina, they saw steady 
student achievement. But then in the last 
few years, it plateaued and began to dip. 
And they attributed virtually all of that 
decline to the lack of stability in the 
teacher workforce.” 


About 30 percent of Orleans Parish Public 
School teachers were leaving the system 
each year. “You look at that over a three-year 
period, you lose your entire workforce,” 
Hundley said. “How do you have continuity 
or build anything when that is happening?” 


So, teaming with many partners, including 
New Schools New Orleans, New Orleans 
Public Schools, the Louisiana State 
Department of Education, the American 
Institute of Research and the Cowen 
Institute, the CFP Foundation has begun 
working to stem the tide of departing 
teachers. 


“We've had a great partnership with the 
Sugar Bowl to support teachers in New 
Orleans for the last five years,” Banowsky 
said. “As we got to the point where we were 
bringing the championship game to New 
Orleans (in 2020) we realized we had an 
opportunity to take the partnership to an 
exciting new level. More resources. A way 
to be more thoughtful in our impact. 
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So, we targeted a multi-year strategy to 
accelerate some of the local initiatives 
involving the teacher workforce.” 


To this point, $3 million has been 
allocated to the project. But it’s more 
than just handing out money and wishing 
the recipients good luck. The coalition of 
partners have developed plans to assist, 
primarily by recruiting, retaining and 
recognizing teachers in the Orleans 
schools - the three Rs as Hundley said. 


“Our focus is on improving the recruitment 
of quality new teachers to the district while 
at the same time encouraging the great 
teachers who are in the classroom to stay,” 
Banowsky said. 


The recruiting piece of the project has 
several spokes, including from where 
Milan came. She is part of the Teach for 
America program, a non-profit organization 
that identifies teachers who commit to 
expanding educational opportunity, 
beginning with at least two years teaching 
in an under-resourced public school. 


Milan, from Knoxville, Tenn., is in her third 
year as a teacher in New Orleans and 
seventh as a teacher total. She started 
and taught two years in Indianapolis 

then moved to a KIPP school in Nashville. 
Then, at the urging of a friend, she came 
to New Orleans. 


Part of the recruitment tool involves 
bringing in qualified teachers from college 
students at local universities. The CFP 
Foundation’s Go Teach Project is also part 
of recruiting as it seeks to bring in and place 
student-athletes from local universities 
into Orleans Parish schools. 


Recognizing and retaining teachers 

go somewhat hand in hand. The host 
committee and CFP Foundation have had 
several recognition events this year and 
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are in the process of visiting all 87 Orleans 
schools to show their appreciation for 
teachers. There was also an event at 

Rock N Bowl in New Orleans attended by 
about 500 teachers. During that event, a 
$50,000 classroom makeover was awarded 
to one teacher. 


“When we did the kickoff recognition at 
McDonogh 35 (High School) and saw the 
number of teachers that showed up, a light 
went off with me that these teachers don’t 
get recognized a lot,” Hundley said. “To see 
the smiles and the pride they took in their 
jobs, it kind of made it real for me personally. 


“We're still doing work in Atlanta and the 
Bay Area. We've been in New Orleans in the 
last year doing work. We plan on continuing 
these investments well after the game 

is played. We develop a sustainability 
element to this so the local leaders can 
continue to fund the work after the 
championship game is over and the CFP 
has moved on to the next site.” 


Like so many who come here, Milan has 

been captivated by New Orleans. But she 
also enjoys the children of her school and 
their love of learning. She admits that there 
are challenges with the teaching profession 


My job is to teach, be here and be the best 
that I can be for my students. 


We felt like we were on to something and 
it was going to be a worthwhile endeavor.” 


What's being done in New Orleans is 
part of the CFP Foundation’s goal of 
improving education by assisting teachers 
in all cities where the CFP Championship 
has been staged. To date, the foundation 
has invested about $30 million into the 
many projects. And the work doesn’t 
stop after the CFP Championship has 
been played. 


“We've been taking a highly strategic 
approach in the host communities for four 
or five years,” Banowsky said. “In Tampa, 
we were focused on college readiness. 
In Atlanta, we were focused on early literacy. 
In the (San Francisco) Bay Area, we were 
focused on STEM learning. 


— Jana Milan 


and doesn’t necessarily know what the 
future holds for her. But she said she’d 
like to stay in education. 


“You have to have the right mindset and 
keep in mind everything that you're doing 
is because you want what is best for kids,” 
Milan said. “When those challenges come 
up, and they will, you have to keep in mind 
why you're doing this. My job is to teach, 
be here and be the best that | can be for 
my students.” 


The CFP Foundation, the New Orleans 

host committee and the Allstate Sugar 
Bowl are working to make sure she can 
reach her lofty goals. @ 
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EXTRA YARD 


EXTRA YARD 


Learn more about Extra Yard for Teachers at CFP-Foundation.org 
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Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
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James Carville » Hubert Humphrey 
Joanne Woodward 
Patricia Clarkson * Donna Brazile 
Shaquille O’Neal 


LSU 
LSU TIGERS 


Louisiana State University 


ouisiana State University is in the elite one percent of universities with land-, 

sea- and space-grant designations. We embody the promise of tomorrow, 

breaking through boundaries to knowledge and unlocking solutions to some 
of the world’s most pressing issues. 

Our researchers lead the charge to restore our coast, advance new forms of 
healing, and educate and empower the next generation of leaders, creators, 
and cultivators. Our drive to innovate is fueled by our desire to create a better 
Louisiana and a better world. 

Our scholars collaborate across disciplines and learn from the most acclaimed 
professors in their fields. Tigers have won Oscars, Emmys, Pulitzers, and 
Grammys; they have contributed to Nobel Prize-winning research; they have won 
championships in the NFL, MLB, and NBA; they have been elected leaders of 
nations; and they have served America as ambassadors. 

Combined with the joie de vivre that infuses everything we do, our 
commitment to excellence makes us the perfect place for a student, professor, 
staff member, alum or fan to be part of a winning tradition. 

LSU's game design, digital art, and graphic design programs were ranked 
among the top 10 in the South by Animation Career Review—an online resource 
for careers in animation, game design, graphic design, digital art, and related 
fields. All three programs were also ranked #1 in the state. 

The LSU Center for River Studies houses one of the world’s largest movable bed 
physical models, the Lower Mississippi River Physical Model, which is 10,000 square 
feet and is able to replicate the flow, water levels, and sediment transport of the river. 

In May 2019, LSU received a special invitation to join a select group of about 
20 government and academic leaders at the White House for an academic 
roundtable on innovation in quantum information science. 

LSU Department of Physics & Astronomy Professor Gabriela Gonzalez was 
named the 2019 SEC Professor of the Year. Gonzalez is the second professor from 
LSU to win the honor since the inception of the award in 2012. 


Thomas Galligan, Interim President 
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LSU 
TIGERS LSU 


Head Coach 
ED ORGERON 


s he nears completion of his third full season as head coach of the Tigers, 
Ae Orgeron has leveraged his passion and love for LSU into a determination 

and drive that sees him spend nearly every waking moment focused on LSU 
Football and his vision for the program. 

With a “One Team, One Heartbeat” motto, the players have bought into the 
Orgeron system both on and off the field, and the results are unmistakable. 

Orgeron has guided the Tigers to a 39-9 overall mark in his 48 games as the LSU 
head coach. Of his 39 victories, 17 have come against teams ranked in the Top 25, 
including 11 over Top 10 opponents. Furthermore, of Coach O's 39 wins, 24 have 
come against SEC foes and 30 have come by double-digits. 

He’s also 3-1 in bowl games, defeating Oklahoma, 63-28, in this season's Chick-fil-A 
Peach Bowl/CFP semifinal, beating previously undefeated and seventh-ranked UCF in 
the 2019 Fiesta Bowl, and knocking off Heisman Trophy winning quarterback Lamar 
Jackson and 15th-ranked Louisville in the 2016 Citrus Bowl. 

Under Orgeron, the Tigers have played 43 of 48 games ranked in the Top 25, 
including every week of the 2018 and 2019 seasons. Ed Orgeron, Head Coach 

Orgeron’s 2019 LSU squad is 14-0 for the first time in school history after its 
dominating 63-28 win over Oklahoma in the CFP semifinal. LSU is No. 1 in the College 
Football Playoff ranking, and the Tigers are making their first CFP appearance. 

The Tigers, behind the play of Heisman Trophy winner and record-setting 
quarterback Joe Burrow, have six wins over Associated Press Top 10 teams, a feat 
never before accomplished in the history of college football. 

Orgeron’s impact on the LSU program was evident in 2016 when he was elevated 
from defensive line coach to interim head coach just four games into the season. 

Orgeron, a native of Larose, La., originally joined the Tiger staff in 2015 as defensive 
line coach, before adding the title of recruiting coordinator in the spring of 2016. 
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Coaching Staff 


DAVE ARANDA STEVE ENSMINGER JOE BRADY BILL BUSCH 
Associate Head Coach/ Offensive Coordinator/ Passing Game Coordinator/ Safeties 
Defensive Coordinator/ Quarterbacks Receivers 


Linebackers 


\\ 


JAMES CREGG BILL JOHNSON MICKEY JOSEPH GREG McMAHON 


Offensive Line Defensive Line Wide Receivers Special Teams Coordinator 


COREY RAYMOND TOMMIE ROBINSON 
Defensive Assistant Head Coach/ 
Backs Recruiting Coordinator/ 
Running Backs 
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LSU 
LSU ticers 
ty 


LSU Traditions 


ike VII, a live Siberian-Bengal male tiger, is LSU’s official mascot. Mike 
proudly rules over a modern domicile just north of Tiger Stadium that 


was completed prior to the 2005 football season and renovated in 2017. 
The environment created for Mike is 15,000 square feet in size with lush planting, 
a large live oak tree, a beautiful waterfall and a stream evolving from a rocky 
backdrop overflowing with plants and trees. This spectacular habitat features 
state-of-the-art technologies, research, conservation and husbandry programs, as 
well as educational, interpretive and recreational activities. 

LSU is one of the few college football teams that traditionally wears white 
jerseys for home games. The tradition originated when LSU won its first national 
championship in 1958. Head coach Paul Dietzel had a habit of tinkering with the 
uniform every year. In 1958, he chose to wear white jerseys for LSU’s home games, 
the Tigers subsequently won the national championship, and LSU continued to 
wear white jerseys for home games. Today, the Tigers wear white jerseys for their 
home opener and all SEC home games, and LSU dons purple jerseys for non-SEC 
home contests. 

A pregame ritual for many Tiger fans is to line North Stadium Drive in the hours 
before kickoff to see the Tiger Marching Band in its walk from the band hall. The 
band pauses each game on the hill next to the Mass Communications Building 
to play “Tiger Rag,” to the delight of the LSU throngs. The Tiger football team 
began the tradition in the early 1990s of taking a pregame walk down Victory Hill 
two hours before each home game. The team buses drive from the on-campus 
Lod Cook Hotel to the top of Victory Hill between the Academic Center and Mass 
Communications Building in order for the players to make their traditional walk. 
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Louisiana kids choose 
\\ | Sy 


Louisiana’s 
il Children's Hospital 


Kids and parents across Louisiana can count on the one-of-a-kind care 
provided by the pediatric-trained experts at Children's Hospital New Orleans. 


so: & 
v 
Children’s Hospital 


New Orleans 
LCMC Health 


LSU : 
LSU TIGERS Wide receiver Terrace Marshall 
Jr. caught four TD passes in LSU’s 
season-opening victory. 


GAMle Je VS. GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


AUGUST 31, 2019 


Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Joe Burrow tied a school record with five touchdown passes, as the sixth- 
ranked LSU football team scored on its first five possessions to batter Georgia 
Southern, 55-3, in Tiger Stadium. 

LSU (1-0) tied its second-most points in a season opener in the SEC era 
(since 1933), amassing 473 yards of total offense while holding Georgia 
Southern (0-1) to only 98 in its first trip to Baton Rouge. Burrow, LSU’s senior 
quarterback, was 23-of-27 for 278 yards and five touchdowns, tying Zach 
Mettenberger’s school record set in 2013. All five of Burrow’s passes came in 
the first half. 

Fourteen different Tigers caught passes in the contest, as Justin Jefferson 
led the way with 78 yards on five catches including LSU’s first touchdown of 
the night. Sophomore Terrace Marshall Jr. scored on three of his four 
receptions, TDs of 8, 3 and 11 yards. 

LSU was balanced offensively, rushing 33 times for 122 net yards. Clyde 


Edwards-Helaire had team highs of 45 yards on nine carries including a 1-yard K’Lavon Chaisson and the LSU defense 
touchdown on the Tigers’ second drive. limited Georgia Southern to just eight 
Georgia Southern managed only eight first downs and was 1-of-12 on third first downs. 


down against a fast and furious LSU defense coach Ed Orgeron challenged prior 
to the season to dominate opponents. Rashard Lawrence and K’Lavon Chaisson 
both forced fumbles recovered by Patrick Queen and Grant Delpit, respectively. 
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VISIT THE LAN DO 


You may have heard of the land of EAUX. Now, come and see it. 
It might change you. It might make you a legend. And it’ll definitely 
make you hungry. In Baton Rouge, there’s something different in 
the air and something special to the people. Once you go, you’ll 
know—and you’ll love the Land of Eaux as much as we do. 


Plan your next getaway at visitbatonrouge.com 


AN AUTHENTIC LOUISIANA EXPERIENCE 


LSU , 
LSU TIGERS eee Justin Jefferson caught nine 
passes for 163 yards and three 


i AX \ 4 ' TDs, including this 61-yard score in 
j \ | el Fe the fourth quarter. 


GAME 2s VS. 


SEPTEMBER 7, 2019 


Darrell K. Royal Memorial Stadium 
Austin, Texas 


Quarterback Joe Burrow passed for 471 yards, as No. 6 LSU earned its first 
non-conference road victory over a AP Top-10 team in program history, 45-38, 
over No. 9 Texas. Burrow finished 31-of-39 passing for 471 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

LSU had three receivers record more than 100 yards in a single game for the 
first time in program history: Justin Jefferson had nine catches for 163 yards 
with three touchdowns; Ja’Marr Chase added eight catches for 147 yards; 
Terrace Marshall Jr. had six catches for 123 yards with a touchdown. 

Burrow’s 471 passing yards rank second-most in LSU history behind Rohan 
Davey’s 528 at Alabama in 2001. Running back Clyde Edwards-Helaire led the 
Tigers with 87 yards on 15 carries with a touchdown in the fourth quarter. 

Linebacker Michael Divinity Jr. had a team-high 10 tackles, while JaCoby 
Stevens added eight and Jacob Philips had seven. LSU recorded five sacks and 
had two goal-line stands in the first quarter in which the Tigers turned Texas 


over on downs twice inside the 2-yard line. LSU recorded five sacks, including this 
The Tigers trailed only once, 7-3 in the first quarter, ina game that featured JaCoby Stevens takedown of Texas 
only one punt in the second half—on the first drive of the third quarter. quarterback Sam Ehlinger. 
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Linebacker Damone Clark recorded 
six tackles as the Tigers shut out 
the Demons in the second half of 
the contest. 


GAME 8: VS. NORTHWESTERN STATE 


SEPTEMBER 14, 2019 
Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


No. 4 LSU amassed 610 yards of total offense to become the 12th program 
in NCAA Division | history to win 800 games, as the Tigers defeated 
Northwestern State, 65-14, in Tiger Stadium. LSU, which passed for at least 
300 yards for the fourth straight game, scored 48 unanswered points to end 
the contest including a 41-O second-half shutout. 

Senior quarterback Joe Burrow led the way for the nearly unstoppable Tigers’ 
offense, completing 21-of-24 passes for 373 yards with two touchdowns and an 
interception that led to the Demons’ second-quarter touchdown. Wide receiver 
Justin Jefferson led the way with 124 yards on five carries, while Terrance 
Marshall Jr. caught touchdown passes of 14 and 6 yards on his way to 75 
receiving yards on a team-high six receptions. 

LSU’s Clyde Edwards-Helaire and freshman Tyrion Davis-Price each scored a 
pair of rushing touchdowns, while Burrow scored from 5 yards out with a third- 
quarter run. 


t 


Trey Palmer sprinted 54 yards 
for a punt return touchdown 
in the fourth quarter. 
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LSU ~ 
LSU TIGERS e Derek Stingley Jr. broke up three 
: / passes and recorded his first 


career interception. 


GAME 4: VS. 


SEPTEMBER el, 2019 
Vanderbilt Stadium 
Nashville, Tennessee 


Joe Burrow and fourth-ranked LSU continued to set records, as the Tigers 
defeated Vanderbilt, 66-38, in Nashville. Burrow completed 25-of-34 yards for 
398 yards with a school-record six touchdowns. Ja’Marr Chase became the 
third LSU receiver to score at least four touchdowns in a game while posting 
229 receiving yards—fourth-most in LSU history. Chase caught a game-high 10 
passes, while Terrace Marshall Jr. added four catches for 75 yards and Racey 
McMath had five catches for 48 yards and a touchdown. 

LSU’s Clyde Edwards-Helaire earned his third career 100-yard rushing game 
with 106 yards on 14 carries including a 9-yard touchdown that capped the 
Tigers’ 28-point first quarter. 

Jacob Phillips led the Tigers with 10 tackles, while freshman cornerback 
Derek Stingley Jr. and JaCoby Stevens each had interceptions. Micah 
Baskerville was the star of special teams, coming up with a 46-yard return of 
an onside kick to the Vanderbilt 1-yard line and blocking a punt and recovering 


the ball in the end zone for a touchdown. Racey McMath (17) and Clyde 
Edwards-Helaire (22) celebrate 


a score during the Tigers’ 
66-point ourburst. 
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Ja’Marr Chase caught a 25-yard 
TD strike from Joe Burrow in the 
second quarter. 


GAM Ss VS. UTAH STATE 


LSU 
TIGERS LSU 


OCTOBER 5, 2019 


Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Fifth-ranked LSU outgained Utah State, 601-159, on its way to a midday 
victory that wrapped up non-conference play for the Tigers, 42-6. Overcoming 
a pair of turnovers, LSU was again led by quarterback Joe Burrow, who 
completed 27-of-38 passes for 344 yards with five touchdowns. 

Wide receiver Justin Jefferson led LSU with nine catches for 155 yards and 
two touchdowns, while tight end Thaddeus Moss caught five passes for 39 
yards including an 8-yard TD. Clyde Edwards-Helaire carried a game-high 14 
times for 72 net yards. 

LSU allowed only 1-of-12 on third downs, recorded 10 tackles for loss and 
interceptions by Grant Delpit, Derek Stingley Jr. and Kary Vincent Jr. Patrick 
Queen led the Tigers with six tackles, as Utah State ran only 53 plays and 
tallied only 56 yards of total offense in the second half. 
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Joe Burrow threw five touchdown 
passes in the Tigers’ win over 
Utah State. 


2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP | 91 


HONORING THE NATION’S 
OUTSTANDING INTERIOR LINEMAN 


Since 1946, the Football Writers Association of America (FWAA) has 
awarded the Outland Trophy to the top interior lineman in college football. 
Both offensive and defensive interior linemen are eligible for the award. 

The Outland Trophy is rich with some of the greatest players in college 

football history. 42 of the 73 Outland Trophy winners (Dave Rimington won 
the award twice in 1981 and 1982) have been inducted into the College Football 
Hall of Fame. That number will only continue to grow as more recent winners like 
two-time reigning NFL Defensive Player of the Year Aaron Donald (2013 Outland 

Trophy winner) become eligible for induction. 

Penei Sewell a 6’6”, 325 lb sophomore offensive tackle for the University of Oregon is 
the 74th recipient of the Outland Trophy and the third consecutive sophomore to receive & 
the prestigious award. Additionally, he is the first winner from Oregon and the eighth 
honoree from a Pac-12 school. A native of Malaeimi, American Samoa who graduated 
from Desert Hills High School in St. George, Utah, he showed his dominance at left 
tackle all season being named the Pac-12 Offensive Lineman of the Week four times. In 
466 pass-blocking snaps this season, Sewell allowed just seven quarterback pressures 
and no sacks. He had eight games without allowing a pressure, hit and hurry on the 
quarterback. He is the top-graded offensive lineman at any position by Pro Football 
Focus, which gave him a national-best 95.5 run-blocking grade and a 92.2 in pass- 
blocking, second nationally. 


= ; (Photo by Phil Ellsworth / ESPN Images) 


Penei Sewell and Chris Fowler during the 2019 College Football Awards Show 


Z\\ 


et 7 b by Allen Kee / ESPN Images) 


University of Oregon, winner of the Outland Trophy at the 2019 College Football Awards Show ‘Three Outland Trophy finalists, Penei Sewell of Oregon, Tyler Biadasz of Wisconsin, 
and Derrick Brown of Auburn 
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Did you know, there are 3 key steps to help #FightFlu? 
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GET AN ANNUAL 
INFLUENZA (FLU) 
VACCINE 


Recommended for 
everyone age 6 months 
and older 


PRACTICE 
HEALTHY HABITS 


TAKE FLU ANTIVIRAL 
DRUGS IF 
PRESCRIBED 


Antivirals can make 
illness milder and shorten 
the time you are sick 


Cover your coughs and 
sneezes, wash your 
hands, and stay home if 
you are sick 
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#FightFlu 


LSU ; 
LSU TIGERS Grant Delpit (7) and Patrick 
f Queen (8) led an LSU defense 
that limited the Gators to seven 


second-half points. 


GAME Ss VS. 


OCTOBER 1e, 2019 


Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


LSU quarterback Joe Burrow tossed three touchdowns and running back 
Clyde Edwards-Helaire ran for two more, as the fifth-ranked Tigers shut out 
No. 7 Florida in the final 25 minutes of a 42-28 victory. The Tigers’ defense 
stepped up its game for the duration, while the offense recorded 10.6 yards per 
play, third-most in school history and most against an SEC opponent. LSU ran 
only 48 plays against the Gators and scored 42 points while facing third down 
only four times, the fewest on record by a Tigers’ team (records since 1978). 
Edwards-Helaire and freshman running back Tyrion Davis-Price added third- 
quarter touchdowns of 5 and 33 yards to give LSU a lead it wouldn't relinquish 
with 3:15 remaining in the third quarter. Leading by a touchdown midway 
through the fourth quarter, Burrow connected on a 54-yard touchdown pass 
to Ja’Marr Chase that gave LSU an insurmountable two-score advantage. 
Burrow and the Tigers’ offense were a model of efficiency against the Gators. 
The LSU signal-caller completed 21-of-24 passes for 293 yards with two 
touchdown passes to Chase and another to Justin Jefferson, who led LSU with Outside linebacker K’Lavon Chaisson 
10 catches for 123 yards. Chase had a team-high 127 yards on seven receptions. sacks Florida quarterback Kyle Trask. 
Edwards-Helaire had 134 net rushing yards, while Burrow added 43 on six 
carries without being sacked. Davis-Price made the most of his three carries, 
totaling 40 yards. 
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Safety Grant Delpit recordeda 
career-best 11 tackles in the LSU 
win at Mississippi State. 


GAME ¢: VS. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


OCTOBER 19, 2019 
Davis-Wade Stadium 
Starkville, Mississippi 


In only seven games, LSU quarterback Joe Burrow broke two school 
single-season touchdown records, as the No. 2 Tigers defeated Mississippi 
State, 36-13. Burrow, a senior who is putting an onslaught on the LSU record 
book, was 25-of-32 for 327 yards with four touchdowns. Burrow tied Rohan 
Davey (1998-2001) with seven 300-yard passing games in his career. 

With a 37-yard touchdown pass to wide receiver Derrick Dillon in the third 
quarter, Burrow set LSU’s single-season record with his 30th touchdown 
responsible for (28 passing, 2 rushing). Later in the third quarter, an 18-yard 
touchdown pass to Justin Jefferson was Burrow’s 29th of the season, breaking 
LSU’s single-season record held by JaMarcus Russell and Matt Mauck. 

Jefferson led LSU with eight catches for 89 yards and a touchdowns, while 
Ja’Marr Chase added five catches for 48 yards and also scored. Racey McMath 
was on the receiving end of a 60-yard touchdown and finished with three 
catches for 76 yards, while Thaddeus Moss had three catches for 48 yards. 


Defensively, LSU forced three turnovers including interceptions by JaCoby Racey McMath scored on a 60-yard TD 
Stevens and Kristian Fulton, and a fumble forced by Michael Divinity Jr. and pass from Joe Burrow in the second 
recovered by Rashard Lawrence. Safety Grant Delpit led the Tigers with a quarter. 


career-high 11 tackles with a quarterback hurry, while Stevens, linebacker 
Jacob Phillips and safety Kary Vincent Jr. each added eight tackles. 
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GAME 8s VS. 


Tight end Thaddeus Moss caught 
seven passes as the Tigers rolled 
up over 500 yards of total offense. 


OCTOBER 26, 2019 


Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


No. 2 LSU had more than 500 yards of total offense and overcame a pair of 
turnovers to defeat No. 9 Auburn, 23-20, in Tiger Stadium. LSU (8-0, 4-O SEC) 
was again led by quarterback Joe Burrow, who posted career highs in 
completions (32) and attempts (42) for 321 yards with a touchdown passing and 
another rushing that put the home-standing Tigers ahead by 10 points early in 
the fourth quarter. Burrow’s sixth 300-yard passing game tied Rohan Davey for 
LSU’s single-season record. 

Running back Clyde Edwards-Helaire had a game-high 136 rushing yards on 
26 carries including a 6-yard touchdown in the third quarter that put LSU up 16- 
13. Wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase had a game-high 123 receiving yards for LSU, 
while Edwards-Helaire, Justin Jefferson, and tight end Thaddeus Moss each 
caught seven passes from Burrow. 

LSU earned its third AP Top 10 victory in the 2019 season and head coach 
Ed Orgeron’s eighth in his 42nd game as the Tigers’ head coach. Defensively, 
LSU held Auburn to 287 yards, forced 10 punts and had three sacks. Safety 
JaCoby Stevens led LSU with 10 tackles, while linebackers Jacob Phillips and 
Patrick Queen added seven each. Phillips along with linebackers Michael 
Divinity Jr. and Damone Clark each had sacks. LSU freshman cornerback 
Derek Stingley Jr. came up with his fourth interception of the season. 
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Quarterback Joe Burrow (9) and 
center Lloyd Cushenberry III (79) 
celebrate an LSU touchdown during 
the win over Auburn. 
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244 BELL. 


2020 King Gregory Hamer 
of the Mystick Krewe of Louisianians 
Washington D.C. Mardi Gras, the entire 
B&G Food Enterprises Family and Taco Bell 
congratulate both teams on their 
successful seasons and awards including 
Coach of the Year and the Heisman Trophy. 


LSU 
LSU. TIGERS Linebacker Ray Thornton stopped 
: Alabama’s first offensive drive 


Of the game with this critical 
fumble recovery. 


GAME Ss VS.A 


NOVEMBER 9, 2019 


Bryant-Denny Stadium 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 


Joe Burrow had 393 yards passing with three touchdowns and Clyde 
Edwards-Helaire scored four times, as No. 1 LSU snapped No. 2 Alabama’s 
31-game home winning streak, 46-41, in Tuscaloosa. LSU, which improved 
to 5-O in the SEC and 9-0 overall for the fifth time in school history (2011, 

1973, 1958, 1908), tied a school record with its fourth top-10 victory of the 
season. LSU’s senior quarterback Burrow finished 31-of-39 passing with 
touchdown passes to Edward-Helaire, Ja’Marr Chase and Terrace Marshall Jr. 

Edwards-Helaire had 180 yards of total offense, with three rushing 
touchdowns and 103 yards, along with nine catches for 77 and a score. Leading 
one of the most dynamic receiving corps in college football, Chase finished with 
six catches for a team-high 140 yards, while Justin Jefferson had seven catches 
for 79 yards and tight end Thaddeus Moss added six catches for 46 yards. 

LSU’s defense was the star of the first-half show, holding the Tide offense 
to one big-play touchdown in the opening 30 minutes—a 64-yard touchdown 


catch by Devonta Smith with 6:43 remaining in the half. The Tigers stopped Clyde Edwards-Helaire produced 180 
two Alabama drives with turnovers on downs and Patrick Queen intercepted yards of total offense and scored four 
Tua Tagovailoa late in the second quarter, allowing LSU to increase its touchdowns in the victory over the 
halftime advantage to 20 with a receiving touchdown by Edwards-Helaire. Crimson Tide. 


Linebacker K’Lavon Chaisson was dominant all over the field for the Tigers, 
recording 10 tackles (3.5 for loss). 
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WE'RE MOVING 
HEALTHCARE FORWARD! 


Through innovation, visionary leadership, and a culture of patient-centered excellence 
we are making a difference in the health and wellness of the Bayou Region. 


= = THIBODAUX REGIONAL 
HEALTH SYSTEM 


Nationally-Recognized Hospital. . 
Patient-Centered Excellence. www.thibodaux.com 


LSU accumulated 714 yards of total 
° offense, including this scoring 
burst by Tyrion Davis-Price. 


GAM LO: VS. OLE MISS 


NOVEMBER 16, 2019 


Vaught-Hemingway Stadium 
Oxford, Mississippi 


Joe Burrow set LSU’s single-season passing record and tossed five 
touchdowns, as top-ranked LSU built a 31-7 halftime lead and held off Ole Miss, 
58-37, at Vaught-Hemingway Stadium. Burrow completed 32-of-42 passes for a 
career-best 489 yards to give the Tigers a 10th win in 2019. In the process, he 
broke Rohan Davey’s 2001 yardage record (3,347) and stands at 3,687 through 
10 games. 
Burrow, who had the second-most yards in a game in LSU history, saw his 
favorite targets—wide receivers Ja’Marr Chase and Justin Jefferson—each 
eclipse 1,000 yards on the season during the contest. The duo became the third 
in SEC history to reach the milestone, joining LSU’s Jarvis Landry and Odell 
Beckham Jr. in 2013, and Florida’s Jabar Gaffney and Reche Caldwell in 2001. 
Burrow completed a school-record 17-straight passes—including his last 16 
of the first half—for 244 yards. Chase caught eight passes for 227 yards— 
fourth-most in LSU history—and became the first Tiger to record three- 
straight 100-yard games since Michael Clayton in 2003. Kary Vincent Jr. returned an 
With three touchdowns, Chase set LSU’s single-season record with 13. interception 40 yards in the 
Jefferson had a team-high nine catches for 112 yards with two touchdowns, third quarter. 
while tight end Thaddeus Moss added five catches for 63 yards. Running back 
Clyde Edwards-Helaire added his third-straight 100-yard game with a career- 
best 172 yards on 23 carries with a touchdown. 
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Linebacker Jacob Phillips 
registered a team-high 12 tackles, 
including 2.5 stops for loss. 


GAME Lis VS. ARKANSAS 


NOVEMBER 23, 2019 


Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


With a relentless up-tempo offensive attack, No. 1-ranked LSU scored 49- 
unanswered points and defeated Arkansas, 56-20, on Saturday night in Tiger 
Stadium. LSU, 11-0 for the third time in school history (1958, 2011), improved 
to 7-0 in SEC play and earned a berth in the SEC Championship game. 

In just over two quarters of action, LSU senior quarterback Joe Burrow 
completed 23-of-28 passes for 327 yards and three touchdowns, including a 
50-yarder to wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase on Burrow’s final play of the contest 
with 7:48 left in the third quarter. 

Chase led the Tigers with six catches for 144 yards, while running back Clyde 
Edwards-Helaire continued to show off his versatility. The Doak Walker Award 
semifinalist and Hornung Award finalist had seven catches for 65 yards—all in 
the first half—and ran only six times for 188 yards and three touchdowns. 
Needing one yard for 100 on the evening, he took advantage of his last touch of 
the game, sprinting through the line, down the right sideline, eluding a tackler 


f¢.) 
: ws _ », 
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at the 25, and high-stepped for an 89-yard touchdown. It was the fifth-longest Breiden Fehoko and the LSU 
rushing touchdown in LSU history. defense limited Arkansas to just 
Burrow, who has touchdown passes in 15-straight games, became the 114 yards rushing. 


fourth SEC quarterback to surpass 4,000 passing yards in a season and moved 
to third in league history with 41 touchdown passes. Edwards-Helaire became 
the 14th Tiger to rush for 1,000 yards in a season. 
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LSU 
LSU TIGERS ; Quarterback Joe “Burreaux” 
‘ 4 showed his appreciation to LSU 


fans during the pregame Senior 
Tribute ceremony. 


GAM les VS. TEXAS ASM 


NOVEMBER 30, 2019 


Tiger Stadium 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


On Senior Night, the most prolific quarterback in LSU history took his final 
bow in Death Valley by setting a pair of SEC passing records. LSU’s Joe Burrow 
threw for 352 yards and three touchdowns, as top-ranked LSU posted its most 
lopsided victory in the 58-game series with Texas A&M, 50-7, to finish the 
regular season 12-0. 

Meanwhile, LSU’s defense put forth its most complete performance of the 
season while holding Texas A&M to seven points, 169 total yards, and 2-of-13 on 
third down while coming up with a safety and six sacks for the first time in three 
seasons. The Tigers intercepted Kellen Mond three times, as the Aggies 
quarterback managed only 10-of-30 passing for 92 yards. 

Burrow, the Heisman Memorial Trophy front-runner, broke Kentucky 
quarterback Tim Couch’s 1998 single-season passing yards SEC record (4,275), 
and tied Drew Lock’s (Missouri) 2017 passing touchdowns record with his 44th 
of the season. Burrow, who has 4,366 passing yards this season, left to a 


standing ovation with 12 minutes remaining in the game. He also moved to Rashard Lawrence recorded a sack, 
second on LSU's career passing yards list with 7,257—trailing only four-year and the LSU defense allowed only 169 
starter Tommy Hodson (9,115). total yards versus Texas ASM. 


LSU wide receiver Ja’Marr Chase continued to be nearly impossible to 
defend, as the sophomore caught seven passes for 197 yards and two 
touchdowns. 
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The top-ranked Tigers 
celebrate LSU’s leth SEC title 
following the 37-10 triumph 
over Georgia. 
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(SEC CHAMPIONSHIP) 


DECEMBER 7, 2019 


Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Led by Joe Burrow’s four touchdown passes, No. 1-ranked LSU won its 12th 
SEC Championship, 37-10, over No. 4 Georgia at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 

In head coach Ed Orgeron’s third full season in Baton Rouge, LSU improved to 
13-0 and solidified its place in the College Football Playoff. The Tigers beat 
five top-10 teams along the way and brought the league’s trophy back to Baton 
Rouge for the first time since 2011. 

Burrow was named the game’s Most Valuable Player after completing 28-of- 
38 passes for 349 yards and four touchdowns. LSU built a 17-3 halftime 
advantage and scored the first 17 points of the second half to put the game out 
of reach before the end of the third quarter, 34-3. 

In a contest played 70 miles from Georgia’s Athens campus, only the vocal 
minority of LSU faithful remained in the stands as confetti rained over the 
purple and gold Tigers. The Tigers improved to 5-1 in SEC Championship games 
since the current format started in 1992. 

The Tigers outgained Georgia, 481-286, choosing to take advantage of 
Burrow’s accuracy and running ability to pick apart the stellar Bulldogs’ 
defensive, which entered the game allowing 10.4 points per game and only one 
rushing touchdown. 

Wide receiver Justin Jefferson led LSU with 115 yards on seven catches with a 
touchdown, becoming the 10th LSU player to amass 2,000 career receiving yards. 
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SEC Championship Game MVP Joe 
Burrow threw for 349 yards and 
four touchdowns. 
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MAYO 
CLINIC 


COMEBACK PLAYER 


OF THE YEAR 
2019 


For the second consecutive year, the 


College Sports Information Directors of America 
(CoSIDA) in association with The Associated Press 
(AP) and the Fiesta Bowl Organization have 
recognized and honored thirty college football 

student-athletes with the Mayo Clinic Comeback 
Player of the Year Award. 

Each one of the thirty honorees dealt with an injury or 
adversity over the past year but came back stronger than 

ever to compete on the gridiron this season. From ACL tears 
and shoulder surgeries, to overcoming the fight against cancer, 
these young men have shown resilience and dedication to 
themselves, to their schools and to the game of football. 

Mayo Clinic honored three winners at a ceremony during the 

2019 Fiesta Bowl. A total of $30,000 will be donated in the names of 

the nine student-athletes selected as finalists to their school’s general 
scholarship fund, with $15,000 being awarded in the names of the three 
winners and $15,000 on behalf of the six named honorable mentions. 

Listed below are the three 2019 Mayo Clinic Comeback Player 


of the Year Award Winners and six Honorable Mentions. 


2019 AWARD WINNERS 


Jake Luton 
QB - Oregon State University 


A thoracic spine fracture in week four of the 2017 season 
versus Washington State resulted in the Marysville, 
Wash. native being carted off the field on a stretcher. He 
returned in 2018 but was limited to just five starts after 
suffering an ankle injury in week one. The team captain's 
remarkable comeback was completed this season 
leading the Beavers to a 5-6 record in his 11 starts by 
completing 222 of 358 passes for 2,714 yards, 28 TDs 
and just 3 interceptions. 


Drew Wilson 
OL - Georgia Southern University 


The 6-4, 310-lb Bamburg, S.C., native missed the 2018 
season, suffering a detached retina in his right eye that 
required four surgeries to repair and left him legally blind 
in the eye. He regained his starting position as right 
tackle this season which began with a 38-30 upset of SEC 
powerhouse Tennessee. The high-powered Panthers 
offense averaged 32.4 points, 245.2 yards rushing and 
201.8 yards passing per game. 


Octavion Wilson 
WR - Salisbury University 


The Lincoln, Del., native was forced to miss the past two 
seasons after being diagnosed with pericarditis and then 
peripheral neuropathy. Two years of serious illness led 
he distraught young man to attempt to take his life 
several times. But, in January 2018, with both his physical 
and mental states improved, he transferred from Mount 
Union to Salisbury University where he led the team in 
eceiving and even set the school’s single game record 
with 182 yards versus TCNJ. 
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2019 HONORABLE MENTIONS 


SHAUN CRAWFORD = ALEX MARTINEZ 
QB - St. Xavier University 


DB - University of Notre Dame 


JOSH PASCHAL 
DL- University of Kentucky 


HUNTER SPRIGGS 
OL + Chapman University 


ISAIAH WESTON = ANTOINE WINFIELD JR. 


WR. Northern lowa DB - University of Minnesota 
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Orthopedics | Rehabilitation | Performance Training* 
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Joe Burrow threw a remarkable 
seven first-half touchdown passes 
to lead LSU to a resounding victory 

over Oklahoma. 


DECEMBER 28, 2019 


Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
Atlanta, Georgia 


In LSU’s first appearance in the College Football Playoff, Heisman Trophy 
winning quarterback Joe Burrow tied an NCAA record with seven first-half 
touchdown passes, as top-ranked LSU (14-0) imposed its will on No. 4 Oklahoma, 
63-28, in the 2019 Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl. 

LSU’s road to the CFP championship game hasn’t come easy, as the Tigers 
posted a record sixth victory over an AP Top-10 opponent. 

Burrow, who has won virtually every major college football award, had a first 
half for the ages. He went 21-of-27 for 403 yards and seven touchdowns. In the 
first half! His seven first-half touchdown passes tied an SEC record for touchdown 
passes—in a game—as LSU built a 49-14 halftime advantage. He added a rushing 
touchdown in the second half. With 71 passing touchdowns in two seasons in 
Baton Rouge, Burrow also passed Tommy Hodson (1986-89) for LSU’s career record. 

Four of Burrow’s touchdown passes were caught by junior wide receiver Justin 
Jefferson, who finished with 14 catches for 227 yards. Terrace Marshall Jr. added 
six receptions for 80 yards and two touchdowns, while Thaddeus Moss caught four 
passes for 99 yards, including a 62-yard touchdown catch-and-run. 

With leading rusher Clyde Edwards-Helaire being used sparingly due to an injury, 
LSU turned to running back Chris Curry, who led LSU with 89 yards on 16 carries. 

The Tigers outgained Oklahoma (12-2), 692-322, and set countless program 
postseason, Peach Bowl, New Year’s Six and CFP records along the way. 
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Peach Bowl Defensive MVP K’Lavon 
Chaisson recorded two sacks of OU 
quarterback Jalen Hurts. 
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KNOW THE 
RESKS 


Prescription opioids are highly addictive and can be deadly. Protect yourself and loved 
ones by knowing the facts and risks before taking even one. Visit OpioidHelpLA.org for 


more information and treatment options, including those covered by Medicaid. 


OPIOIDHELPLA.ORG 


LOUISIANA 


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


ANDRE MICAH AARON 
ANTHONY ATKINS BASKERVILLE BENFIELD 
OLB | JR. PK | SO. ; LB | SO. LB | FR. 


ova , : yf 
ANTHONY MARCEL JOE 


BRADFORD BROOKS BURROW CAMPBELL 
OL | FR. S | FR. : QB | SR. OL | JR. 


DONAVAUGHN 


VY LY; V7 


K’LAVON SAAHDIQ JA’MARR JARELL DAMONE 
CHAISSON CHARLES CHASE CHERRY CLARK 
OLB | SO. OT | JR. WR | SO. DE | FR. LB | SO. 
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Meet the Tigers 


CADE 
COMEAUX 
DB | FR. 


LLOYD TYRION 
CUSHENBERRY III DAVIS-PRICE 
C | JR. RB | FR. 


AUSTIN DERRICK MICHAEL CLYDE 

DECULUS DELPIT DILLON DIVINITY JR. EDWARDS-HELAIRE 

OL | JR. S | JR. WR | SR. OLB | SR. RB | JR. 

JOSEPH NEIL HUNTER BREIDEN BLAKE CORDALE 
EVANS FARRELL JR. FAUST FEHOKO FERGUSON FLOTT 
DL | FR. DE | JR. LB | FR. DL | SR. SNP | SR. CB | FR. 


EVAN KRISTIAN MoO AUSTIN TODD 
FRANCIONI FULTON HAMPTON JR. HARDEN HARRIS JR. 


WR | FR. CB | SR. S | FR. OL. | FR. S | JR. 


CHASEN BRANDON ED JUSTIN NELSON 
HINES HUBICZ IKA INGRAM JEFFERSON JENKINS III 
OG | SO. TE | FR. NT | FR. OG | SO. WR | JR. DL | FR. 
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Our eee Parks 


The National Mall welcomes millions every year, 
but what they see is hardly welcoming. 


More than two miles of open space, monuments, and memorials welcome and inspire 25 million visitors 
to our nation’s capital each year. But like many national parks, the National Mall in Washington, D.C., 
desperately needs our help. Although Congress has proposed some additional investment, “America’s front 
yard” still needs $350 million in federal funding for maintenance, repairs, and preservation. Now is the time 
to act if we’re going to preserve our national parks in time for their upcoming centennial, and ensure they 
can be enjoyed by our children and our grandchildren. 


You can help with a simple letter. Visit NPCA.org/mall. Or call 1-800-NAT PARK. 


National Parks Conservation Association® 


Protecting Our National Parks for Future Generations* 


Meet the Tigers 


JARAY STEPHEN JONTRE TAYTE 
JENKINS KING KIRKLIN LANGLEY 
WR | FR. CB | FR. TE | FR. WR | JR. LB | FR. 


RASHARD DEVONTA CAMERON DAMIEN DESMOND 
LAWRENCE LEE LEWIS LEWIS LITTLE 
DL | SR. WR | FR. S | JR. OG | SR. OLB | FR. 


30 
ADRIAN TERRACE MICHAEL JACK JANSEN THOMAS 
MAGEE MARSHALL JR. MARTIN MASHBURN MAYEA McGOEY 
OL | SR. WR | SO. WR | FR. TE | FR. TE | FR: WR | FR. 


14 


JOHN GORDON TK TRAVEZ 
McKERNAN McLENDON MOORE 
DE | JR. 


THOMAS 


THADDEUS CORREN RAY 
Moss NORMAN PARKER PARRISH PERRY 
TE | JR. RB | FR. OLB | FR. QB | FR. OL | FR. 
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Meet the Tigers 


JAMAL JACOB PATRICK DARE JAKORI TYLER 
PETTIGREW PHILLIPS QUEEN ROSENTHAL SAVAGE SHELVIN 
TE | JR. LB | JR. LB | JR. OT | FR. OL | JR. NT | SO. 


\ 


o 4 


QUENTIN CARLTON MICHAEL PRESTON 
SKINNER SMITH SMITH STAFFORD 
SNP | FR. LB | SO. OL | JR. PK | FR. 


JACOBY DEREK STEPHEN KARDELL RAY BADARA 


STEVENS STINGLEY JR. SULLIVAN THOMAS THORNTON TRAORE 


S | JR. CB | FR. TE | SR. OL. | FR: OLB | JR. OT | SR. 


CHARLES KARY ZACH 
TURNER VINCENT JR. VON ROSENBERG 
OL. ||| FR: S | JR. P | JR. 


JOSH 
WILLIAMS 
RB | FR. 


MIKE CAMERON CADE 
WILLIAMS WIRE YORK 
DE | FR. OT | FR. PK | FR. 
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Hunger Is® is a joint initiative of the Albertsons Companies Foundation and the 
Entertainment Industry Foundation, which are 501(c)(3) charitable organizations. 


More than 300 Acres Scalable Growth Options 
No Property Taxes Lender Subrogation 


Starting At $0.16 Per Sq. Ft. Agent & Broker Commissions 


For your business to take off, you need (tay) 


The Aviation Business Park on your radar. 
Contact BTR at 225.359.0333 or info@flybtr.com 


MA The AviationBusinessPark 


T ‘O@an Donor Can 


SAVE 6 LIVES 


www.lopa.org/register 


Alphabetical Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. 
46 Andre Anthony OLB 6-4 250 
32 Avery Atkins PK 5-11 217 
88 Alex Aucoin WR 6-0 180 
3 AJ Aycock QB 6-5 212 
23 Micah Baskerville LB 6-1 228 
54 Aaron Benfield LB 6-2 230 
75 Anthony Bradford OL 6-7 355 
15 Myles Brennan QB 6-4 207 
9 Marcel Brooks S 6-2 194 
89 Colby Brunet WR 6-0 194 
39 Mason Bruns PK 5-10 167 
9 Joe Burrow QB 64 216 
71 Donavaughn Campbell OL 6-5 360 
44 Tory Carter FB 6-1 250 
18 K’LavonChaisson OLB 6-4 250 
77 SaahdiqCharles OT 6-4 295 
1 Ja’Marr Chase WR 6-1 200 
55 Jarell Cherry DE 6-3 264 
35 Damone Clark LB 6-3 239 
34 Lloyd Cole CB 6-0 200 
30 Cade Comeaux DB 6-0 178 
34 Connor Culp PK 5-10 187 
24 Chris Curry RB 6-0 215 
79 Lloyd Cushenberry Ill C 6-4 315 
3 Tyrion Davis-Price RB 6-1 226 
76 Austin Deculus OL 67 322 
7 Grant Delpit S 63 203 
19 Derrick Dillon WR 5-11 186 
45 Michael Divinity Jr. OLB 6-2 241 
26 Keenen Dunn RB 6-0 180 
22 Clyde Edwards-Helaie RB 5-8 209 
4 John Emery Jr. RB 6-0 203 
94 Joseph Evans DL 6-2 288 
92 Neil Farrell Jr. DE 6-4 298 
42 Hunter Faust LB 6-1 232 
91 Breiden Fehoko DL 6-2 291 
48 Blake Ferguson SNP 6-3 235 
25  Cordale Flott CB 6-2 160 
53 Soni Fonua OLB 6-3 274 


22 Zaven Fountain S 63 17 


87 Evan Francioni WR 6-0 194 
1 Kristian Fulton CB 6-0 200 
14 Mo Hampton Jr. S$ 60 214 
64 Austin Harden OL 61 310 
4 Todd Harris Jr. S 5-1 190 
57 Chasen Hines OG 63 336 


82 Brandon Hubicz te Ge ey 
62. Siaki Ika NT 6-4 354 
70 Ed Ingram OG 6-4 295 
2 Justin Jefferson WR 6-3 192 


47 Nelson Jenkins Ill DL 6-4 286 
83 Jaray Jenkins WR 6-4 195 
29 RaydariousJones CB 6-2 161 
45 Stephen King TE 6-6 228 


12 Walker Kinney QB 6-2 218 
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CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


Jr. 


. Desoto, Texas/DeSoto HS 


New Orleans, La./Edna Karr HS 


. Auburn, Ala./Auburn HS 


Baton Rouge, La./Parkview Baptist HS 


Jonesboro, Ark./The Academies at Jonesboro HS 


. Shreveport, La./Evangel Christian Academy 


Thibodaux, La./E.D. White Catholic HS 
Muskegon, Mich./Muskegon HS 


. Long Beach, Miss./St. Stanislaus HS 


Ft. Worth, Texas/Marcus HS 
Metairie, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla./Choctawhatchee HS 


. Athens, Ohio/Athens HS/Ohio St. 


Ponchatoula, La./Ponchatoula HS 


. Valdosta, Ga./Lee County HS 

. Houston, Texas/North Shore HS 

. Jackson, Miss./Madison-Ridgeland Academy 
. Harvey, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 


Dallas, Texas/Carter HS 


. Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab HS 


Bossier City, La./Parkway HS/Grambling 
New Orleans, La./John Curtis HS 
Phoenix, Ariz./Desert Vista HS 

Lehigh Acres, Fla./Lehigh HS 

Carville, La./Dutchtown HS 

Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab HS 
Mamou, La./Cy-Fair HS 

Houston, Texas/IMG Academy 


. Franklinton, La./Pine HS 
. Marrero, La./John Ehret HS 


. Gonzales, La./East Ascension HS/Indiana Wesleyan 


Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 
St. Rose, La./Destrehan HS 
Haynesville, La./Haynesville HS 
Mobile, Ala./Murphy HS 

New Orleans, La./Jesuit HS 


. Honolulu, Hawaii/Farrington HS/Texas Tech 
. Smyrna, Ga./Buford HS 


Saraland, Ala./Saraland HS 

Salt Lake City, Utah/East HS/Mesa CC 
Marrero, La.John Ehret HS 

River Ridge, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 


. New Orleans, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 


Memphis, Tenn./Memphis University HS 
Patterson, La./Patterson HS 


Maringouin, La./Plaquemine HS 


. Marshall, Texas/Marshall HS 


Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 
Salt Lake City, Utah/East HS 


St. Rose, La./Destrehan HS 
Maringouin, La./Plaquemine HS 
Jena, La./Jena HS 
Horn Lake, Miss./Horn Lake HS 

Alexandria, Va./Hayfield Secondary School 
Stilwell, Kan./Blue Valley HS 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. 
13 Jontre Kirklin WR 6-0 185 
52 Tayte Langley BQO -omeod5 
90 RashardLawrence DL 6-2 308 
5 Devonta Lee WR 6-1 223 
31 Cameron Lewis S 62 197 
68 Damien Lewis OG 6-3 332 
59 Desmond Little OLB 6-5 210 
97 Glen Logan DE 6-4 309 
73 Adrian Magee OL 6-4 343 
6 Terrace Marshall Jr. WR 6-4 200 
86 Michael Martin WR 5-9 174 
30 Jack Mashburn TE 6-3 207 
49 Jansen Mayea TE 6-3 239 
31 ThomasMcGoey WR 6-0 187 
14 JohnGordonMcKernan QB 6-2 186 
84 TK McLendon DE 6-5 263 
17 Racey McMath WR 6-3 221 
42 Aaron Moffitt VE 62 ay 
11 Eric Monroe Ss 6-1 208 
49 Travez Moore DE 64 246 
81 Thaddeus Moss TE 6-3 249 
23 Corren Norman REO Om ol 
33. Trey Palmer WR 6-1 180 
85 Ray Parker OLB 6-5 233 
8 Peter Parrish QB 6-1 190 
78 Thomas Perry OL 6-6 341 
80 Jamal Pettigrew TE 66 258 
6 Jacob Phillips LB 6-4 233 
8 Patrick Queen LB 6-1 227 
51 Dare Rosenthal OT 67 314 
65 Jakori Savage OL 6-6 294 
72 Tyler Shelvin NT 6-3 346 
47 Quentin Skinner SNP 6-0 253 
58 Jared Small BG One2 13 
41 Carlton Smith LB 6-3 243 
63 Michael Smith OL 62 325 
43 Preston Stafford PK 5-11 164 
12 Donte Starks (ese) a 
3  JaCoby Stevens S 6-1 228 
24 Derek Stingley Jr. CB 6-1 190 
10 Stephen Sullivan TE 6-5 242 
58 Kardell Thomas OL 63 329 
44 DylanThompson OLB 6-1 258 
43 Ray Thornton OLB 6-3 227 
74 Badara Traore OT 67 320 
69 Charles Turner OL 64 266 
5 Kary Vincent Jr. S 5-10 185 
38 ZachVonRosenberg P 6-5 240 
16 Jay Ward CB 6-2 167 
25 Josh Williams RB 5-10 192 
39 Mike Williams DE 63 244 
61 Cameron Wire OT 6-6 300 
36 Cade York PK 6-2 189 


CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


Jr. 
Fr. 


Lutcher, La./Lutcher HS 
lota, La./lota HS 


. Monroe, La./Neville HS 
. Fluker, La./Amite HS 


Monroe, La./Wossman HS. 


. Canton, Miss./Canton HS/Northwest Mississippi CC 
. Prichard, Ala./Vigor HS 


Kenner, La./Destrehan HS 


. Franklinton, La./Franklinton HS 

. Bossier City, La./Parkway HS 

. Weslaco, Texas/University HS 

. Covington, La./St. Paul’s HS 

. New Iberia, La./Westgate HS 

. Thibodaux, La./E.D. White Catholic HS 
. Baton Rouge, La./University HS 


Soperton, Ga./Treulton HS/Copiah-Lincoln CC 
New Orleans, La./Edna Karr HS 


. Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 


Houston, Texas/North Shore HS 
Bastrop, La./Bastrop HS/Copiah Lincoln CC 
Charlotte, N.C./Mallard Creek HS/NC State 


. Broussard, La./Lafayette HS 

. Kentwood, La./Kentwood HS 

. Ruston, La./Ruston HS 

. Phenix City, Ala./Central HS 

. Lafayette, La./Teurlings Catholic HS 


New Orleans, La./Saint Augustine HS 
Nashville, Tenn./East Nashville HS 


Ventress, La./Livonia HS 


. Clayton, La./Ferriday HS 


Bay Minette, Ala./Baldwin County HS 


. Lafayette, La./Notre Dame HS 
. Buford, Ga./Buford HS 
. Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 


. Houston, Texas/Lamar HS 


Killeen, Texas/Ellison HS 

Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 
Marrero, La./John Ehret HS 
Murfreesboro, Tenn./Oakland HS 


Baton Rouge, La./Dunham School 


. Donaldsonville, La./Donaldsonville HS 


Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab HS 
Irving, Texas/Ranchview HS 


Killeen, Texas/Shoemaker HS 


. Boston, Mass./Matignon HS/ASA College 


Canton, Ohio/IMG Academy 

Houston, Texas/Port Arthur Memorial HS 
Zachary, La./Zachary HS 

Moultrie, Ga./Colquitt County HS 
Houston, Texas/The Kinkaid School 
Baton Rouge, La./Dunham HS/Texas 
Gonzales, La./East Ascension HS 


McKinney, Texas/Prosper HS 
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After a disaster stops ‘“‘trending” and the media leaves the scene, Concern stays 
behind to finish what we started. When a natural disaster, health epidemic or 
human conflict strikes, our response is not only to save lives, but to help the 
most vulnerable communities stand on their own again. Our work isn’t just 
about showing up, it’s about following through. 


SHOW YOUR CONCERN. SUPPORT EFFECTIVE DISASTER RELIEF. 
DONATE NOW: CONCERNUSA.ORG 


- 


tationafter the 
ane in Haiti. 


CONCERN 


worldwide 


© 2017 CONCERN WORLDWIDE US INC. 


Numerical Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. 
1 Ja’Marr Chase WR 6-1 200 So. 
1 Kristian Fulton CB 6-0 200 Sr. 
2 Justin Jefferson WR 63 192 Jr. 
3 AJ Aycock QB 6-5 212 Fr. 
3  Tyrion Davis-Price RB 6-1 226 Fr. 
3  JaCoby Stevens S 61 228 Jr. 
4 John Emery Jr. RB 6-0 203 Fr. 
4 Todd Harris Jr. S 511 190 Jr 
5 Devonta Lee WR 6-1 223 Fr. 
5 Kary Vincent Jr. S 510 185 Jr. 
6 Terrace Marshall Jr. WR 6-4 200 So. 
6 Jacob Phillips LB 6-4 233 Jr. 
7 Grant Delpit S 63 203 Jr. 
8 Peter Parrish QB 6-1 190° Fr. 
8 Patrick Queen i Ge) Sie 
9 Marcel Brooks S 62 194 Fr. 
9 Joe Burrow QB 64 216 Sr. 
10 Stephen Sullivan TE 6-5 242 Sr. 
11 Eric Monroe S Gal Aol de 
12 Walker Kinney QB 6-2 218 Fr. 
12 Donte Starks Us) a) Re, 
13 Jontre Kirklin WR 6-0 185 Jr. 
14 Mo Hampton Jr. SiO; O21 4st 
14 JohnGordonMcKernan QB 6-2 186 Fr. 
15 Myles Brennan QB 64 207 So. 
16 Jay Ward CB 6-2 167 Fr. 
17 Racey McMath WR 6-3 221 Jr. 
18 K’LavonChaisson OLB 6-4 250 So. 
19 Derrick Dillon WR 5-11 186 Sr. 
22 Clyde Edwards-Helaire RB 5-8 209 Jr. 


22 Zaven Fountain 8 Wl la 
23 Micah Baskerville LB 6-1 
23 Corren Norman Rs BA) IS Fe 


24 Chris Curry RB 6-0 215 Fr. 
24 Derek Stingley Jr. CB 6-1 190 Fr. 
25 Cordale Flott CB 6-2 160 Fr. 
25 Josh Williams RB 5-10 192 Fr. 
26 Keenen Dunn RB 6-0 180 So. 


29 RaydariousJones CB 6-2 161 Fr. 
30 Cade Comeaux DB 6-0 178 Fr. 
30 Jack Mashburn Wiz Ges) AON tae 
31 Cameron Lewis S 62 197 Jr. 
31 ThomasMcGoey WR 6-0 187 Fr. 


32 Avery Atkins PI 5-11 217 So. 
33. Trey Palmer WR 6-1 180 Fr. 
34 Lloyd Cole CB 6-0 200 Jr. 
34 Connor Culp PK 5-10 187 Jr. 
35 Damone Clark LB 6-3 239 So. 


36 Cade York P 6-2 189 Fr. 
38 Zach Von Rosenberg P 6-5 
P 


240 Jr. 
39 Mason Bruns io (0 oy A 
39 Mike Williams DE 6-3 244 Fr. 
4 Carlton Smith LB 6-3 243 So. 
42 Hunter Faust LB 6-1 232 ~—«*Fr. 
42 Aaron Moffitt TE 6-205 252)So, 
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228 So. 


CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


Harvey, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 
New Orleans, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 
St. Rose, La./Destrehan HS 

Jonesboro, Ark./The Academies at Jonesboro HS 
Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab HS 
Murfreesboro, Tenn./Oakland HS 

St. Rose, La./Destrehan HS 

Maringouin, La./Plaquemine HS 

Fluker, La./Amite HS 

Houston, Texas/Port Arthur Memorial HS 
Bossier City, La./Parkway HS 

Nashville, Tenn./East Nashville HS 
Houston, Texas/IMG Academy 

Phenix City, Ala./Central HS 

Ventress, La./Livonia HS 

Ft. Worth, Texas/Marcus HS 

Athens, Ohio/Athens HS/Ohio St. 
Donaldsonville, La./Donaldsonville HS 
Houston, Texas/North Shore HS 

Stilwell, Kan./Blue Valley HS 

Marrero, La./John Ehret HS 

Lutcher, La./Lutcher HS 

Memphis, Tenn./Memphis University HS 


Baton Rouge, La./University HS 

Long Beach, Miss./St. Stanislaus HS 

Moultrie, Ga./Colquitt County HS 

New Orleans, La./Edna Karr HS 

Houston, Texas/North Shore HS 

Franklinton, La./Pine HS 

Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 

Marrero, La./John Ehret HS 

Shreveport, La./Evangel Christian Academy 
Broussard, La./Lafayette HS 

Lehigh Acres, Fla./Lehigh HS 

Baton Rouge, La./Dunham School 

Saraland, Ala./Saraland HS 

Houston, Texas/The Kinkaid School 

Gonzales, La./East Ascension HS/Indiana Wesleyan 
Horn Lake, Miss./Horn Lake HS 

New Orleans, La./John Curtis HS 

Covington, La./St. Paul’s HS 

Monroe, La./Wossman HS. 

Thibodaux, La./E.D. White Catholic HS 
Auburn, Ala./Auburn HS 

Kentwood, La./Kentwood HS 

Bossier City, La./Parkway HS/Grambling 
Phoenix, Ariz./Desert Vista HS 

Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab HS 

McKinney, Texas/Prosper HS 
Zachary, La./Zachary HS 
Fort Walton Beach, Fla./Choctawhatchee HS 
Baton Rouge, La./Dunham HS/Texas 
Houston, Texas/Lamar HS. 
New Orleans, La./Jesuit HS 
Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN/PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


43 
43 
44 
44 
45 
45 
46 
4] 
4] 
48 
49 
49 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
57 
58 
58 
59 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 


Preston Stafford PK 
Ray Thornton OLB 
Tory Carter FB 
Dylan Thompson OLB 
Michael Divinity Jr. OLB 
Stephen King TE 
Andre Anthony OLB 
Nelson Jenkins Ill = DL 
Quentin Skinner SNP 
Blake Ferguson SNP 
Jansen Mayea TE 
Travez Moore DE 
Dare Rosenthal OT 
Tayte Langley LB 
Soni Fonua OLB 
Aaron Benfield LB 
Jarell Cherry DE 
Chasen Hines OG 
Jared Small LB 
Kardell Thomas OL 
Desmond Little OLB 
Cameron Wire OT 
Siaki Ika N 
Michael Smith OL 
Austin Harden OL 
Jakori Savage OL 
Damien Lewis OG 
Charles Turner OL 
Ed Ingram OG 
Donavaughn Campbell OL 
Tyler Shelvin N 
Adrian Magee OL 
Badara Traore (0) 
Anthony Bradford OL 
Austin Deculus OL 
Saahdiq Charles OT 
Thomas Perry OL 
Lloyd Cushenberry Ill C 
Jamal Pettigrew TE 
Thaddeus Moss UE 
Brandon Hubicz TE 
Jaray Jenkins WR 
TK McLendon DE 
Ray Parker OLB 
Michael Martin WR 
Evan Francioni WR 
Alex Aucoin WR 
Colby Brunet WR 
Rashard Lawrence DL 
Breiden Fehoko DL 
Neil Farrell Jr. DE 
Joseph Evans DL 
Glen Logan DE 


5-11 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
6-6 
6-4 
6-4 
6-0 
63 
63 
6-4 
67 
63 
6-3 
6-2 
63 
6-3 
6-0 
6-3 
65 
6-6 
6-4 
6-2 
6-1 
6-6 
6-3 
6-4 
6-4 
6-5 
6-3 
6-4 
67 
67 
67 
6-4 
6-6 
6-4 
6-6 
6-3 
6-2 
6-4 
6-5 
6-5 
5-9 
6-0 
6-0 
6-0 
6-2 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 


164 
227 
250 
258 
241 
228 
250 
286 
253 
235 
239 
246 
314 
245 
274 
230 
264 
336 
213 
329 
210 
300 
354 
325 
310 
294 
332 
266 
295 
360 
346 
343 
320 
355 
322 
295 
341 
315 
258 
249 
197 
195 
263 
233 
174 
194 
180 
194 
308 
291 
298 
288 
309 


Fr. 


Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 
Killeen, Texas/Shoemaker HS 
Valdosta, Ga./Lee County HS 


Irving, Texas/Ranchview HS 


. Marrero, La.John Ehret HS 
. Alexandria, Va./Hayfield Secondary School 


New Orleans, La./Edna Karr HS 
Maringouin, La./Plaquemine HS 
Buford, Ga./Buford HS 


. Smyrna, Ga./Buford HS 


New Iberia, La./Westgate HS 
Bastrop, La./Bastrop HS/Copiah Lincoln CC 


. Clayton, La./Ferriday HS 


lota, La./lota HS 
Salt Lake City, Utah/East HS/Mesa CC 


~ Thibodaux, La./E.D. White Catholic HS 


Dallas, Texas/Carter HS 


. Marshall, Texas/Marshall HS 
. Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 


Baton Rouge, La./Southern Lab HS 
Prichard, Ala./Vigor HS 


. Gonzales, La./East Ascension HS 
. Salt Lake City, Utah/East HS 


Killeen, Texas/Ellison HS 


. Patterson, La./Patterson HS 


Bay Minette, Ala./Baldwin County HS 


. Canton, Miss./Canton HS/Northwest Mississippi CC 
. Canton, Ohio/IMG Academy 
. Desoto, Texas/DeSoto HS 


Ponchatoula, La./Ponchatoula HS 


. Lafayette, La./Notre Dame HS 
. Franklinton, La./Franklinton HS 
. Boston, Mass./Matignon HS/ASA College 


Muskegon, Mich./Muskegon HS 

Mamou, La./Cy-Fair HS 

Jackson, Miss./Madison-Ridgeland Academy 
Lafayette, La./Teurlings Catholic HS 
Carville, La./Dutchtown HS 

New Orleans, La./Saint Augustine HS 
Charlotte, N.C./Mallard Creek HS/NC State 
Baton Rouge, La./Catholic HS 


. Jena, La./Jena HS 


Soperton, Ga./Treulton HS/Copiah-Lincoln CC 


. Ruston, La./Ruston HS 


. Weslaco, Texas/University HS 


River Ridge, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 
Baton Rouge, La./Parkview Baptist HS 
Metairie, La./Archbishop Rummel HS 


. Monroe, La./Neville HS 


. Honolulu, Hawaii/Farrington HS/Texas Tech 


Mobile, Ala./Murphy HS 
Haynesville, La./Haynesville HS 


Kenner, La./Destrehan HS 
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DEPTH CHART 


LSU TIGERS 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALISTS 
LT 77 Saahdiq Charles 6-4, 295, Jr-2L OLB 35 Damone Clark 6-3, 239, So.-1L PK 36 Cade York 6-2, 189, Fr.-HS 
. Sasa . ce ore 46 Andre Anthony 6-4, 250, Jr-1L 34 Connor Culp 5-10, 187, Jr.-1L 
- os osentha Saga -OR- 43 Ray Thornton 6-3, 227, Jr-2L KO 32 Avery Atkins 5-11, 217, So.1L 
7 ee Magee he a DE 97 Glen Logan 6-4, 309, Jr.-2L P 38 Zach Von Rosenberg 6-5, 240, Jr.-2L 
ngram , 7 90.-1L -OR- 92 Neil Farrell Jr. 6-4, 298, Jr.-2L A 7 és 
57. Chasen Hines 6-3, 336, So--1 ‘it 32 Avery Atkins 5-11, 217, So.-1L 
. vga 72 ler Shelvin 6-3, 346, So.-1L ei i 
c 79 Lloyd Cushenberry Ill 6-4, 315, Jr.-2L ae Basa oe SNP = 48. Blake Ferguson 013/285; OF St 
fi , pve 47 Quentin Skinner 6-0, 253, Fr.-HS 
57 Chasen Hines 6-3, 336, So.-1L 94 Joseph Evans 6-2, 288, Fr.-HS von 
F F ' ne 22 Clyde Edwards-Helaire 5-8, 209, Jr.-2L 
RG 68 Damien Lewis 6-3, 332, Sr.-1L DE 90 Rashard Lawrence 6-2, 308, Sr.-3L 4 . 
71 Donavaughn Campbell 6-5, 360, Jr.-1L -OR- 91 Breiden Fehoko 6-2, 291, Sr.-1L PR 24 Derek Stingley Jr. 6-1, 190, Fr.-HS 
75 Anthony Bradford 6-7, 355, Fr.-HS : ee . z 
n ony radtor r OLB 18 K’Lavon Chaisson 6-4, 250, So.-1L HOLD (38 ZachVonRosenberg 6-5, 240, Jr.-2L 
RT 76 Austin Deculus 6-7, 322, Jr.-2L 9. Marcel Brooks 6-2, 194, Fr.-HS 
74 BadaraT 6-7, 320, Sr.-1L . 
auaieace! : MLB 8 Patrick Queen 6-1, 227, Jr-2L 
TE 81 Thaddeus Moss 6-3, 249, Jr.-SQ 35 Damone Clark 6-3, 239, So.-1L 
10 Stephen Sulli 6-5, 242, Sr.-3L i S nee 
AA Tae ee 6-1, 250 if 2 MLB 6 Jacob Phillips 6-4, 233, Jr-2L 
WR ‘ dare re 000 6 . 4 23 Micah Baskerville 6-1, 228, So.-1L 
17 pacey Menathi Ba98 ial CB 1 Kristian Fulton 6-0, 200, Sr.-2L 
5 Devonta Lee 6-1, 223, Fr.-HS 25 Cordale Flott 6-2, 160, Fr.-HS 
WR 6 errace Marshall Jr. 6-4, 200, So.-1L s 7 Grant Delpit 6-3, 203, Jr-2L 
10 Stephen Sullivan 6-5, 242, Sr.-3L 14 Maurice Hampton Jr. 6-0, 214, Fr.-HS 
19 Derrick Dillon 5-11, 186, Sr.-3L s 3  JaCoby Stevens 6-1, 228, Jr.-2L 
83 Jaray Jenkins 6-4, 195, Fr.-RS 5 Kary Vincent Jr. 5-10, 185, Jr.-2L 
WR 2 ustin Jefferson 6-3, 192, Jr.-2L CB 24 Derek Stingley Jr. 6-1, 190, Fr.-HS 
33 Trey Palmer 6-1, 180, Fr.-HS 16 Jay Ward 6-2, 167, Fr.-HS 
13 Jontre Kirklin 6-0, 185, Jr.-2L 29 Raydarious Jones 6-2, 161, Fr.-HS 
QB 9 oe Burrow 6-4, 216, Sr.-1L 
15 Myles Brennan 6-4, 207, So.-1L 
RB 22 Clyde Edwards-Helaire 5-8, 209, Jr.-2L 
3. Tyrion Davis-Price 6-1, 226, Fr.-HS 
-OR- 4 ohn Emery Jr. 6-0, 203, Fr.-HS 
24 Chris Curry 6-0, 215, Fr.-RS 


< CLEMSON TIGERS 


OFFENSE DEFENSE SPECIALISTS 
LT 79 Jackson Carman 6-5, 345, So. DE 34 Logan Rudolph 6-2, 245, *So. P 48 Will Spiers 6-5, 225, “Jr. 
71 Jordan McFadden 6-2, 295, *Fr. -OR- 35 Justin Foster 6-2, 265, Jr. 98 Steven Sawicki 6-3, 240, *Sr. 
LG 74 John Simpson 6-4, 330, Sr. 5 K.J. Henry 6-4, 250, *Fr. -OR- 39 Aidan Swanson 6-3, 180, Fr. 
65 Matt Bockhorst 6-4, 310, *So. DT 13 Tyler Davis 6-2, 295, Fr. KO 29 B.T. Potter 5-10, 180, So. 
c 76 Sean Pollard 6-5, 310, Sr. -OR- 59 Jordan Williams 6-4, 310, *So. 98 Steven Sawicki 6-3, 240, *Sr. 
62 Cade Stewart 6-3, 305, “Ir. 22 Xavier Kelly 6-4, 305, “Jr. LS(PK) 58 Patrick Phibbs 6-2, 210, *Sr. 
RG 59 Gage Cervenka 6-3, 325, *Gr. DT 44 Nyles Pinckney 6-1, 295, **Gr. 46 Jack Maddox 6-3, 225, *So. 
56 Will Putnam 6-4, 295, Fr. =A att ee ee LS(P) 58 Patrick Phibbs 6-2, 210, *Sr. 
uke Orhorhoro -4, 285, Fr. : 
RT 73 Tremayne Anchrum 6-2, 315, Sr. DE : 46 Jack Maddox 6-3, 225, *So. 
78 Chandler Reeves 6-6, 290, “Ir. ae oe ace thie oo H 22 Will Swinney 5-8, 185, Jr. 
ss Pogan Rucolp peer SO} 48 Will Spi 6-5, 225, *Jr. 
TE 25 J.C. Chalk 6-3, 255, “Ir. 7 ustin Mascoll 6-3, 260, *Fr. ? sama ; ‘ 
80 Luke Price 6-2, 230, *So. SLB/NB ; : ; PR 1 Derion Kendrick 6-0, 190, So. 
-OR- 84 Davis Allen 6-6, 240, Fr. / ts Isaiah Simmons G4, 290, IF. -OR- 3 Amari Rodgers 5-10, 210, Jr. 
oe: 6 Mike Jones Jr. 6-0, 225, *Fr. 
WR 5 Tee Higgins 6-4, 215, Jr. MLB : P KOR 10 Joseph Ngata 6-3, 215, Fr. 
10 Joseph Ngata 6-3, 215, Fr. 47 dames Skalski 6-0, 235, *Jr. 17 Cornell Powell 6-0, 210, “Ur. 
17 Cornell Powell 6-0, 210, “Ir. py dake Venables 6-1, 230, “Fr. 
7 Kane Patterson 6-1, 225, Fr. 
QB 16 Trevor Lawrence 6-6, 220, So. . i 
7 Chase Brice 6-2, 230, *So. WLB 43 Chad Smith 6-3, 240, *Gr. 
11 Taisun Phommachanh 6-3, 220, Fr. 0 Baylon Spector 6-1, 230, *So. 
ae 30 Keith Maguire 6-2, 220, Fr. 
RB 9 Travis Etienne 5-10, 210, Jr. : : 
23 Lyn-J Dixon 5-10, 190, So. CB Derion Kendrick 6-0, 190, So. 
21 Darien Rencher 5-8, 195, “Jr. 26 Sheridan Jones 6-0, 180, Fr. 
a 20 LeAnthony Williams 5-11, 185, *So. 
WR 8  Justyn Ross 6-4, 205, So. : 
2 Frank Ladson Jr. 6-3, 195, Fr. ss 2  K’von Wallace 5-11, 205, Sr. 
18 TJ. Chase 6-1, 190, “Jr. 4 Denzel Johnson 6-0, 205, *Sr. 
wR 3 Amari Rodgers 5-10, 210, Jr. FS 9 Tanner Muse 6-2, 230, *Gr. 
14 Diondre Overton 6-4, 210, Gr. 24 Nolan Turner O71, 18bs 2h 
22 Will Swinney 5-8, 185, Jr. CB 8 A.J. Terrell 6-1, 190, Jr. 
31 Mario Goodrich 6-0, 190, So. 
23 Andrew Booth Jr. 6-0, 185, Fr.PK 
29 B.T. Potter 5-10, 180, So. 
98 Steven Sawicki 6-3, 240, *Sr. 
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The good 
IN you can 
live on. 


é 


Your story'doesn’t have to end with you — pass along the gift of life. 
Sign up online as an organ, eye, and tissue donor. 
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Health Resources & Services Administration 
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FOUNDED 


1889 


LOCATION 
Clemson, South Carolina 


ENROLLMENT 


24,951 


NATIONAL TITLES 


3 


ACC TITLES 


19 


ALL-TIME WINS 


(358 


CONSENSUS ALL-AMERICA 
SELECTIONS 


28 


FIRST-ROUND 
NFL DRAFT PICKS 


32 


FAMOUS ALUMNI 
(NON-FOOTBALL) 


Dolph Lundgren ° Nancy O’Dell 
Tree Rollins « Larry Nance 
Mark Tremonti ¢ Jane Robelot 
Nikki Haley « James Dickey 
Brianna Rollins * Lucas Glover 


TIGERS 
/)) UNITED 


WNILYOSNOD 
ALISUSAINN 


They are fierce competitors on the field, but these tiger mascot schools are united 
in our mission to save wild tigers. Only 4,000 tigers remain in the wild, Clemson 
and LSU fans are joining us in the fight to save them. Tigers United University 
Consortium includes four land-grant, tiger-mascot universities that are combining 
their expertise in research, training, technology and advocacy to save tigers. 
Tigers United — where the tiger tribe unites. Join us today. 

Learn more about our program at www.tigersunited.org 


ne of the country’s most selective public research universities, Clemson 


University serves a uniquely driven and highly accomplished student body. 


Ranked as the 27th best national public university by U.S. News & World 
Report, Clemson is dedicated to teaching, research and service. Founded in 
1889, we remain committed both to world-class research and a high quality of 
life. In fact, 92 percent of our seniors say they’d pick Clemson again if they had it 
to do over. 

Clemson’s retention and graduation rates rank among the highest in the 
country for public universities. We've been named among the “Best Public 
College Values” by Kiplinger magazine in 2019, and The Princeton Review named 
us among the “Best Value Colleges” for 2020. 

Our beautiful college campus sits on 20,000 acres in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, along the shores of Lake Hartwell. And we also have 
research facilities and economic development hubs throughout the state of 
South Carolina—in Anderson, Blackville, Charleston, Columbia, Darlington, 
Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, and Pendleton. 

The research, outreach and entrepreneurial projects led by our faculty and 
students are driving economic development and improving quality of life in 
South Carolina and beyond. In fact, a recent study determined that Clemson has 
an annual $1.9 billion economic impact on the state. 

Just as founder Thomas Green Clemson intertwined his life with the state's 
economic and educational development, the Clemson Family impacts lives daily 
with their teaching, research and service. 
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Where do you" — 
want to be?. 


—< ae a 3 
Don't take the same old journey. 


Be somewhere genuine. ~~ 


hihi: 


Be somewhere amazing. . 


~ 


Be changed. : 


VisitHendersonvilleNC.org 


n illustrious coaching heritage is embedded in the foundation of Clemson 

football. At the dawn of the 20th century, the Tigers were led by future College 

Football Hall of Famer John Heisman. Hall of Famers Jess Neely, Frank Howard 
and Danny Ford followed in Heisman’s winning tradition. 

Dabo Swinney has carved his name into that foundation, elevating himself amid a 
pantheon of Clemson greats by becoming the first coach in program history to lead 
Clemson to multiple national championships. 

Clemson enters the National Championship Game at 14-0 and riding a school- 
record and ACC-record-tying 29-game winning streak. Swinney’s Tigers have 
produced nine consecutive 10-win seasons, tied with the 2001-09 Texas Longhorns 
for the third-longest streak in FBS history. 

A year ago, Swinney’s team became the first major college football team in 
the modern era to finish a season with a 15-O record. Accolades accumulated for 
Swinney, who won the Paul “Bear” Bryant Award, among others, becoming the first 
three-time winner in Bryant Award history. 

The 2016 Tigers earned Swinney’s first national championship as a coach. Clemson 
defeated the top two teams in the national polls in consecutive games in the College 
Football Playoff at the end of the season. 

In addition to the program's immense on-field success, Clemson is one of only 
three programs to earn Top 10 percent APR recognition from the NCAA in at least 
eight of the last nine years, joining Duke and Northwestern. Clemson produced the 
Campbell Trophy winner in Christian Wilkins in 2018, and the program has won the 
AFCA Academic Achievement Award in each of the last two seasons. 

Swinney was named Clemson’s interim head coach in October 2008. On Dec. 1, 
2008, his interim tag was removed and he was named the program’s head coach. The 
1993 Alabama graduate joined the Clemson staff prior to the 2003 season. 
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lemson spirit groups are highlighted by the Clemson University Tiger Band. 

As an ambassador of Clemson University, Tiger Band provides inspiring spirit 
and entertainment to the university community and beyond. Tiger Band is 
committed to outstanding, creative performances on and off the playing field through 

the dedication of its staff and members. It also provides its students the opportunity 
to develop life skills through training in teamwork and leadership. Tiger Band is under 
the direction of Dr. Mark Spede and the assistant director is Tim Hurlburt. 

The Tiger cheerleaders are a group of the most talented spirit-squad members 
in the Southeast. They are joined by the Rally Cats, Clemson’s dance team that 
features some of the top dancers from across the country. The cheerleaders and 
Rally Cats are active in the Clemson community and beyond, making over 100 
appearances. In addition to providing spirit at all Clemson home events, both 
squads compete annually during the spring at national competitions. 

Clemson also features two mascots, The Tiger and The Tiger Cub. These two 
mascots are symbols that Clemson fans and children seek out at any event. These 
mascots perform at nearly every Tiger athletic event and make countless appearances 
on and off campus. The Tiger is famous for doing pushups after each Clemson score. 
Spirit squad coordinator Tori Polsinello oversees the cheerleaders and mascots. 


The rock, originally from Death Valley, Calif., was first placed on a pedestal at the 
top of “The Hill” in 1966, but it did not become tradition until just before a game 
against Wake Forest on Sept. 23, 1967. Legendary football coach Frank Howard told his 
players if they gave 110 percent, they could receive the privilege of rubbing the rock. 
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Travis Etienne had 205 rushing 
yards and three touchdowns in 
the season-opening win over 
Georgia Tech. 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


Behind a career-best 205 rushing yards from Travis Etienne, the No. 1/1 
Clemson Tigers defeated the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets, 52-14, at Memorial 
Stadium on Aug. 29. Clemson rushed for 411 yards, its most in a season-opener 
since 1957 and the most allowed by Georgia Tech since 1975. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence opened the scoring for the Tigers with a six- 
yard touchdown run in the first quarter. Lawrence completed 13-of-23 pass 
attempts for 168 yards and one touchdown on the day and added three carries 
for 24 yards with the rushing touchdown. 

Etienne found the end zone three times among his 12 attempts, including a 
career-long and school-record-tying 90-yard touchdown run in the opening 
quarter. It was the longest run by any player in Memorial Stadium history. 

His third and final score of the night came from 48 yards out in the opening 
minutes of the third quarter. 

Tee Higgins finished with four catches for 98 yards, including a 62-yard 
touchdown from Lawrence with 4:34 to go in the first half to put Clemson 
ahead 28-0 after two quarters. Second-half touchdowns by Lyn-J Dixon and 
Frank Ladson Jr. and a 51-yard field goal by B.T. Potter completed the scoring 
for Clemson. 

Clemson forced four turnovers, including interceptions by Tanner Muse and 
Denzel Johnson and fumble recoveries by Baylon Spector and Xavier Kelly. 
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Lyn-J Dixon had a game-high 
79 yards on 11 carries against 
the Aggies. 


TEXAS A&M 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


No. 1/1 Clemson extended its winning streak to 17 games, tying the school 
record set across the 2014-15 seasons, as the Tigers defeated the No. 12/11 
Texas A&M Aggies inside a sold-out Memorial Stadium, 24-10. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence completed 24-of-35 passes for 268 passing 
yards and one passing touchdown along with his second rushing touchdown of 
the season. Lyn-J Dixon led the ground attack, posting 79 yards on 11 attempts 
and one touchdown. 

One year after Clemson's top-ranked scoring defense allowed 501 yards at 
Texas A&M, Clemson held Texas A&M to 289 total yards on Saturday. It included 
holding quarterback Kellen Mond to 236 passing yards (97 through three 
quarters) after Mond accounted for 430 yards in the teams’ meeting in 2018. 

After a scoreless first quarter, Texas A&M opened the scoring on a 16-play 
drive that ended with a 32-yard field goal. But Clemson responded with three 
scoring drives to end the half. Lawrence connected with Justyn Ross for a 30- 
yard touchdown in the second quarter. After a 29-yard field goal by B.T. Potter, 
Lawrence rushed for his second touchdown of the season with 33 seconds 
remaining in the second quarter to push the lead to 14 at the break. 

Dixon added a rushing touchdown in the second half to bring Clemson’s 
point total to 24. 
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Isaiah Simmons had 11 tackles, 
3.5 tackles for loss and two sacks 
in Clemson’s win at Syracuse. 


SYRACUSE 


The Dome 
Syracuse, New York 


No. 1/1 Clemson set a new school record with its 18th consecutive victory, 
defeating the Syracuse Orange, 41-6, at The Dome in Clemson’s first road test of 
the season. It was a charged atmosphere, representing the third-largest crowd 
in facility history and Syracuse’s first home sellout since 1998. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence completed 22-of-39 passes for a career-high 
395 yards with three passing touchdowns. His 395 passing yards represented 
the 11th-highest single game total in school history. 

Clemson had two receivers post 100-yard games. Tee Higgins recorded 
150 yards on seven receptions, all in the first half, the most by a Tiger in a half 
since Sammy Watkins’ school-record 177-yard first half against Wake Forest in 
2012. Amari Rodgers added 121 yards on four catches, including touchdown 
receptions of 16 and 87 yards. 

Clemson led throughout, with Rodgers opening the scoring. Twice, Clemson 
gifted Syracuse the ball inside Clemson’s own 10-yard line following turnovers, 
but Clemson forced an interception and turnover on downs on the resulting 
possessions. 

Despite the gaudy offensive numbers, the story of the game was Clemson’s stout 
defense, which held Syracuse out of the end zone and helped Clemson outgain 
Syracuse, 612-187. Clemson finished with 15 tackles for loss, its most in the Dabo 
Swinney era, including eight sacks, tied for the eighth-most in a game in school history. 
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John Simpson and the offensive 
line paved the way for 235 rushing 
yards and 231 passing yards 
against the 49ers. 


CHARLOTTE 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


Top-ranked Clemson defeated Charlotte 52-10 at Memorial Stadium in Dabo 
Swinney’s 150th career game as head coach at Clemson. The win extended 
Clemson's school-record win streak to 19 games, dating to the start of the 2018 
season. The Tiger defense held the 49ers to 216 yards of total offense. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence threw two touchdown passes, including a 
58-yard touchdown to Tee Higgins on his first attempt of the game, as well as a 
two-yard touchdown pass to Cornell Powell early in the second quarter before 
giving way to the Tiger reserves. Chase Brice connected with Joseph Ngata for 
a 37-yard touchdown in the third quarter. The touchdown reception was Ngata’s 
first career touchdown reception. Running backs Travis Etienne, Lyn-J Dixon 
and Michel Dukes all accounted for rushing touchdowns as well. 

Clemson held Charlotte to 63 passing yards. Safety K’Von Wallace returned 
a 66-yard interception for a touchdown in the first quarter, his fourth career 
interception and first career touchdown. 

Clemson played a school-record 111 players in the contest, shattering the 
previous record of 94, set against The Citadel in 2017 and again against 
Louisville in 2018. 
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Tee Higgins, who had the go-ahead 
receiving touchdown in the fourth 
quarter, totaled six catches for 
129 yards at North Carolina. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Kenan Memorial Stadium 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 


No. 1 Clemson stopped North Carolina on a two-point conversion attempt 
with less than two minutes remaining to defeat the Tar Heels, 21-20, at Kenan 
Memorial Stadium. The game marked the first time in nine years that the Tigers 
traveled to Chapel Hill, N.C., and represented the first time since 2002 that 
Clemson beat the Tar Heels in Chapel Hill. 

North Carolina opened the game with a four-play touchdown drive capped 
by a 40-yard touchdown pass from quarterback Sam Howell to Dyami Brown. 
Running back Travis Etienne eventually responded for Clemson with a 13-yard 
touchdown in the second quarter. 

After Howell produced a second passing touchdown for North Carolina, 
quarterback Trevor Lawrence found the endzone for his fourth rushing 
touchdown of the season to tie the game at 14 with less than a minute to go 
before halftime. 

The teams traded scoreless possessions throughout the third quarter, but 
in the fourth quarter, Lawrence connected with Tee Higgins on a 38-yard 
touchdown to give the Tigers their first lead of the game with 9:54 remaining. 
Lawrence finished the contest having completed 18-of-30 passes for 206 
yards and a career-best 45 rushing yards. Higgins finished with game highs in 
receptions (six) and receiving yards (129). 
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Justyn Ross had two receiving 
touchdowns against Florida State. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


No. 2 Clemson defeated the Florida State Seminoles, 45-14, as Clemson 
became just the 15th FBS program—and the first in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference—to reach 750 all-time wins. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence completed 17-25 passes for 170 yards and three 
touchdowns. Lawrence also rushed for his fifth touchdown of the season in the 
contest. Wide receiver Justyn Ross added two touchdown receptions in the 
second quarter, finishing with 61 receiving yards on five catches. 

Running back Travis Etienne surpassed 3,000 career rushing yards on the 
afternoon, finishing with 127 rushing yards and a three-yard touchdown 
reception. Amari Rodgers added a 29-yard touchdown on a reverse to open the 
scoring in the second half. 

Though Clemson’s offense helped the Tigers run out to a quick 28-0 lead, the 
defense was one of the stories of the game, forcing four turnovers, including 
three interceptions. Cornerback Derion Kendrick recorded his first career 
interception, which he returned 38 yards for a pick-six. It was Clemson's second 
interception return for touchdown this season, giving Clemson multiple pick 
sixes in every season since 2013. 

Clemson's 39:37 possession time was the program’s most since its school- 
record 42:58 possession time against North Carolina on Nov. 7, 1992. 
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Justin Foster had 3.5 tackles for 
loss and two sacks at Louisville. 


Cardinal Stadium 
Louisville, Kentucky 


No. 3/2 Clemson defeated Louisville, 45-10, at Cardinal Stadium. The Tiger 
defense forced three turnovers and totaled six sacks in the win, holding 
Louisville to just 263 yards. 

Clemson racked up 551 yards offensively behind another big day from junior 
running back Travis Etienne in helping the Tigers to their 10th consecutive true 
road win. 

Etienne continued his stellar play against the Cardinals, rushing for 192 yards 
on 14 attempts including a 49-yard touchdown run in the third quarter. It gave 
him 443 yards on 28 carries and three touchdowns on the ground in three 
career games against Louisville. It marked the first time Etienne rushed for 100- 
plus yards in back-to-back games since a three-game streak in 2018 against 
South Carolina, Pittsburgh and Notre Dame. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence completed 20-of-29 passes and three 
touchdown passes despite starting the game 3-for-7 for five yards with two 
interceptions in the first quarter. Justyn Ross, Joseph Ngata and Cornell Powell 
each hauled in a touchdown reception. 

Linebacker Isaiah Simmons led the defense once again, registering eight 
total tackles, two sacks and one pass breakup. Justin Foster tallied a career- 
best two sacks and 3.5 tackles for loss. K’Von Wallace and A.J. Terrell each 
recorded interceptions in the contest. 
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Diondre Overton won the Leather 
Helmet Award by totaling three 
catches, all for touchdowns, for 
119 yards. 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


No. 4/2 Clemson extended the nation’s longest winning streak to 23 games 
at Memorial Stadium, dominating Boston College, 59-7, on Homecoming. 
Clemson outgained Boston College, 674-177, and the 497-yard differential was 
Clemson’s largest against an ACC opponent since the conference’s founding in 
1953, surpassing a 464-yard advantage against Wake Forest in 2000. 

Diondre Overton tied a school record with three touchdown receptions. He 
finished with three receptions for 119 receiving yards, with his three catches 
resulting in touchdowns of 22, 63 and 34 yards. 

Travis Etienne recorded his fifth three-touchdown game of his Clemson 
career, scoring three first-half touchdowns and posting 109 yards on 16 
carries. Trevor Lawrence completed 16-of-19 passes for 275 yards and three 
touchdowns for a career-high passer rating of 257.9. In addition to throwing 
two touchdowns to Overton, Lawrence found Amari Rodgers for Rodgers’ third 
touchdown of the season on a 19-yard strike. 

The Clemson defense held the Boston College rushing attack, which posted 
429 yards against NC State a week earlier, to only 96 yards. The Eagles came 
into the contest ranked sixth in the nation and first in the ACC with 278.3 
rushing yards per game. Logan Rudolph returned a fumble 39 yards to score his 
first career touchdown. Chad Smith led the defense with nine total tackles, a 
forced fumble and a sack. 
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Jake Venables had four tackles 
for loss in Clemson’s 59-14 win 
over Wofford. 


WOFFORD 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


Behind a career-best 212 rushing yards from running back Travis Etienne, 
No. 4/3 Clemson defeated Wofford, 59-14, at Memorial Stadium on Military 
Appreciation Day. The win also extended Clemson’s home winning streak to 21 e 
games, tying the school record. ; ; a 

Etienne broke James Davis’ (47 from 2005-08) school rushing touchdowns ° 
record in the second quarter on an 86-yard touchdown, his second score of the 
day. Etienne’s 212 yards came on just nine attempts. Etienne crossed the 1,000- 
yard mark on the season in just nine games, tying Terrence Flagler’s for fewest 
games needed to reach 1,000 rushing yards in a season. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence threw for three touchdowns and 218 yards 
in the win. Lawrence completed 12-of-16 passes and rushed for 33 yards on 
four attempts with a rushing touchdown. Amari Rodgers caught his fourth 
touchdown of the season, a 35-yard strike in the first quarter. Justyn Ross and 
Tee Higgins also added receiving touchdowns in the contest. 

Clemson’s explosive offense gave the Tigers back-to-back 600-yard games 
and four straight 45-point games for the first time in school history. 

Isaiah Simmons recorded his first interception of the season, picking off 
Wofford quarterback Joe Newman in the second quarter. Jake Venables tied for 
a team high with eight total tackles, four of which resulted in a loss. Conversely, 
Clemson’s offense ran 64 plays, none of which produced negative yardage. 


WOFFORD, ; 
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James Skalski had six tackles and 
two tackles for loss at NC State. 


Carter-Finley Stadium 
Raleigh, North Carolina 


Notified just before kick of the opportunity to clinch the Atlantic Division, No. 
4/3 Clemson secured its spot in the ACC Championship Game with a 55-10 win 
at NC State. 

Clemson warmed up in its traditional white pants but switched to its 
championship “orange britches” right before kickoff upon being informed of 
Wake Forest’s loss to Virginia Tech. Clemson then used a record-tying 28-point 
first quarter to run out to a 28-0 lead. 

Running back Travis Etienne added three total touchdowns to bring his career 
total to 54, breaking C.J. Spiller’s record for career touchdowns (51). Etienne 
finished the game with 112 rushing yards on 14 attempts, and hauled in three 
receptions for 31 yards. 

Quarterback Trevor Lawrence completed 20-of-27 passes for 276 yards 
and three touchdowns, becoming the first Clemson quarterback to pass for 
three touchdowns in five consecutive games. The sophomore also rushed for 
a career-high 59 yards on eight attempts and found the end zone once on the 
ground. 

Justyn Ross and Tee Higgins each recorded 33-yard touchdown receptions. 
Offensive lineman John Simpson scored his first career touchdown, scoring on 
a one-yard handoff. 
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A.J. Terrell had a 37-yard 
interception return against the 
Demon Deacons. 


Memorial Stadium 
Clemson, South Carolina 


No. 3/3 Clemson downed Wake Forest, 52-3, on Senior Day, setting a school 
record with its 22nd consecutive home victory. The 49-point victory was an 
ACC-record sixth straight by 30 or more. 

The Tigers scored on a Trevor Lawrence pass to Tee Higgins on their opening 
drive, then closed out the half with back-to-back scores from Lawrence to 
Higgins in just 29 seconds of game clock. The half’s final touchdown was set up 
by an A.J. Terrell interception and gave the Tigers a 31-3 halftime lead. Clemson 
added touchdowns from Joseph Ngata, Frank Ladson Jr. and Lyn-J Dixon in the 
second half. 

Lawrence recorded a career-high tying four touchdown passes and connected 
on 21-of-27 passing for 272 yards. Tee Higgins caught three touchdown passes, 
marking the Tigers’ eighth three-touchdown receiving performance in school 
history and the second such performance this season. Etienne turned in 16 
carries for 121 yards and a touchdown, while also catching three passes for 37 
yards. He took sole possession of the school record for consecutive 100-yard 
rushing games by reaching the mark in a sixth straight game. 

Safety Tanner Muse recorded four tackles (two for loss), a sack and an 
interception, as the Tiger defense held Wake Forest to 105 total yards of offense 
(41 passing, 64 rushing). Clemson’s defense forced seven three-and-outs while 
limiting Wake Forest to only five first downs. 
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Clemson’s defense limited South 
Carolina to three points, nine first 
downs and 174 yards. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Williams-Brice Stadium 
Columbia, South Carolina 


No. 3/3 Clemson defeated South Carolina, 38-3, at Williams-Brice Stadium, 
completing the eighth undefeated regular season in school history. The 
win marked Clemson’s 27th consecutive victory and sixth in a row against 
the Gamecocks. Travis Etienne broke the ACC career total (57) and rushing 
touchdowns (53) record with his second rushing touchdown of the game. 

Etienne finished with 51 rushing yards on 15 attempts with two rushing 
touchdowns. Quarterback Trevor Lawrence completed 26-of-36 passes and 
295 yards. He threw three touchdowns, extending his streak of consecutive 
games with three touchdown passes to seven. Lawrence also rushed for 
a career-best 66 yards. Lawrence set a school record with 18 consecutive 
completions, which tied the ACC record. 

Wide receiver Tee Higgins hauled in his ninth and 10th receiving touchdowns 
of the year, making him the first Clemson receiver to post back-to-back 
seasons of double-digit touchdown receptions. Justyn Ross also added a 16- 
yard touchdown reception in the second quarter amidst his career-high nine 
receptions for 111 yards to give the Tigers a 21-3 first-half lead. 

The Clemson defense held South Carolina to only 172 total yards, the Tigers’ 
top defensive output against the Gamecocks since 1989. Cornerback Derion 
Kendrick recorded his second interception of the season on the game’s 
opening possession. 
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The Tigers captured their fifth ACC 
Championship Game victory ina 
row with a 62-17 win over Virginia. 


VIRGINIA 


Bank of America Stadium 
Charlotte, North Carolina 


No. 3/3 Clemson defeated No. 22/22 Virginia 62-17 to win its fifth consecutive 
ACC Championship Game at Bank of America Stadium. Clemson became 
the first team in college football history to win five straight conference 
championship games. 

Trevor Lawrence set an ACC Championship Game record with four 
touchdown passes, three of which went to Tee Higgins. Clemson built a 
31-7 halftime lead, scoring on its first five possessions, en route to an ACC 
Championship Game record 62 points and 619 total yards. 

The sophomore quarterback finished 16-of-22 and 302 passing yards. Higgins 
finished with three touchdown receptions and 182 receiving yards, each setting 
an ACC Championship Game record. With three touchdown receptions on the 
night, Higgins tied Clemson’s all-time receiving touchdowns record with 27. 

Travis Etienne rushed for 114 yards and one touchdown on the night. Etienne 
reached 1,500 rushing yards in a season for the second consecutive season, 
becoming the first player in program history to accomplish the feat. 

Linebacker Isaiah Simmons, who was named as the Butkus Award winner the 
following day, posted nine tackles and one of Clemson’s three interceptions 
on the evening. Virginia native K’Von Wallace added nine tackles and two pass 
breakups in the contest. 
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Pennzoil/Quaker State trademarks are owned by Pennzoil-Quaker State Company. 
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Trevor Lawrence and the Tigers 
celebrated their 29th win in a row 
with a 29-23wictory over No. 2 
Ohio State in the Fiesta Bowl. 


State Farm Stadium 
Glendale, Arizona 


Trevor Lawrence connected with Travis Etienne with 1:49 left in the fourth 
quarter to give No. 3 Clemson the lead, and Nolan Turner intercepted Justin 
Fields in the end zone with 37 seconds remaining, and the Tigers held on to 
defeat No. 2 Ohio State, 29-23, in the Playstation Fiesta Bowl in the semifinals of 
the College Football Playoff. 

The win extended Clemson’s nation’s-best winning streak to 29 games. 

The Tigers trailed, 16-0, in the first half before two touchdowns in the second 
quarter cut the Buckeye lead to 16-14. Clemson scored a touchdown in the 
third quarter to take a 21-16 lead into the fourth quarter. 

Ohio State retook a 23-21 lead with 11:46 remaining on a fourth-down 
touchdown. With 1:49 remaining, Lawrence found Etienne for a 34-yard 
touchdown to reclaim the lead. Turner recorded Clemson’s second interception 
of the contest, picking off Fields in the end zone with 37 seconds left to seal the 
29-23 victory. 

Lawrence completed 18-33 passes for 259 yards and two touchdowns. The 
sophomore ran for a career-high 107 yards, including a 67-yard touchdown run 
in the second quarter, the longest rush of his career. 

Etienne recorded his third and fourth receiving touchdowns of the season, 
taking a pass from Lawrence 53 yards to the end zone in the second quarter 
in addition to the fourth-quarter TD that put the Tigers ahead to stay. Etienne 
led Clemson in receiving with three receptions for 98 yards and two touchdowns. 
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YW MEN+CARE 


CHAMPIONING 
PATERNITY 
LEAVE FOR MEN 
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CARE MAKES 
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SYLVESTER PATRICK 


JORDAN ZAC 
MAYERS McCALL McCLURE McFADDEN McINTOSH 


CHEZ TANNER JOSEPH RUKE DIONDRE 
MELLUSI MUSE NGATA ORHORHORO OVERTON 


PATRICK JALYN TAISUN NYLES SEAN B.T. 
PHIBBS PHILLIPS PHOMMACHANH PINCKNEY POLLARD POTTER 


WILL KLAYTON HUNTER CHANDLER 
PUTNAM RANDOLPH RAYBURN REEVES 


CORNELL 
POWELL 


DARIEN ETINOSA AMARTI JUSTYN LOGAN STEVEN 
RENCHER REUBEN RODGERS ROSS RUDOLPH SAWICKI 
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We asked former college football players and coaches to 
share a story about their favorite teacher with us as part of our 
“It Only Takes One” campaign. The stories were simply amazing. 
Join the College Football Playoff Foundation in our mission 

to recognize teachers by sharing a story about a teacher that 
made a difference in your life. 


#CFPExtraYard #ItOnlyTakesOne 
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cfp-foundation.org/give 
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MARQUIS ISAIAH JOHN JAMES 
SEASE SIMMONS 


BAYLON 
SPECTOR 


CADE DREW WILL 
STEWART SWANSON SWINNEY SWINNEY 


BRANNON 
SPECTOR 


TYLER MASON ELIJAH 
TRAYNHAM TROTTER TURNER 


A.J. XAVIER 
TERRELL THOMAS 


NOLAN REGAN JAKE BLAKE K’VON TRISTAN 
TURNER VENABLES VINSON WALLACE WALLISER 


JONATHAN GREG JORDAN LEANTHONY LANNDEN 
WEITZ WILLIAMS WILLIAMS WILLIAMS ZANDERS 
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Alphabetical Roster 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. 
84 Davis Allen TE 6-6 240 
73 TremayneAnchrum OT 6-2 315 
87 J.L. Banks TE 6-2 245 
12 Ben Batson QB 6-1 210 
29 Michael Becker S 5-11 195 
42 LaVonta Bentley LB 6-1. 235 
50 Kaleb Boateng OL 6-3 300 
65 Matt Bockhorst OG 6-4 310 
23 Andrew Booth Jr. CB 6-1 185 
7 Chase Brice QB 6-2 230 
52 Tyler Brown ESS 1215 
82 Will Brown WR 5-8 180 
79 JacksonCarman OT 6-5 345 
59 Gage Cervenka OL 6-3 325 
25 J.C. Chalk TE 6399255) 
18 JosephCharleston S 6-1 190 
18 TJ. Chase WR 6-1 190 
21 BrytonConstantin LB 6-2 220 
48 David Cote LB 5-11 200 
47 Peter Cote S 5-9 180 
60 Mac Cranford OL 6-1 280 
13. Tyler Davis DT 6-2 295 
9 Brian Dawkins Jr. CB 5-7 170 
23° Lyn-J Dixon RB 5-10 190 
27 Carson Donnelly S 5-10 185 
19 Michel Dukes RB 5-10 195 
29 Hampton Earle WR 5-10 180 
91 Nick Eddis DT 5-11 265 
94 Jacob Edwards DT 6-2 295 
95 James Edwards DT 6-2 295 
67 Will Edwards @lenG be 255 
9 Travis Etienne RB 5-10 210 
35 Justin Foster DE Ge Aes) 
88 BradenGalloway TE 6-4 240 
31 Mario Goodrich CB 6-1 190 
87 Hamp Greene WR 5-9 165 
83 CarterGroomes WR 5-8 180 
51 Chase Guynup OL 6-1 335 
5 KJ. Henry DE 6-4 250 
37 Jake Herbstreit CB 5-11 170 
86 Tye Herbstreit WR 5-10 165 
5 Tee Higgins WR 6-4 215 
48 Landon Holden LB 6-1 «285 
45 Josh Jackson WR 6-1 190 
90 Darnell Jefferies DT 6-2 280 
14 Denzel Johnson S 61 205 
52 TayquonJohnson D 6-2 320 
6 Mike Jones Jr. LB 6-1 225 
26 Sheridan Jones CB 6-1 +180 
22 Xavier Kelly D 6-4 305 
1 Derion Kendrick CB-WR 6-1 190 
2 FrankLadson Jr. WR 6-3 195 
16 TrevorLawrence QB 6-6 220 
85 Jaelyn Lay TE 6-6 270 
33 Ty Lucas REGS OF, 
46 Jack Maddox LS 6-3 225 
30 Keith Maguire LB G-25220) 
49 Matthew Maloney LB 6-1 200 
7 Justin Mascoll DE 6-3 260 
89 Max May WR 6-1 190 
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Sr. 


*Sr. 


*Fr. 
hte 
Fr. 
Ete 
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“Sr 
Fr. 
“Sr. 
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*So. 


Fr. 
Fr. 
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So. 
phir 
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Fr. 


*So. 
*So, 
*So. 


eats 
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Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun HS) 

Powder Springs, Ga. (McEachern HS) 
Madison, Ga. (North Oconee HS) 
Central, S.C. (Dorman HS) 

Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Birmingham, Ala. (P.D. Jackson-Olin HS) 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Fort Lauderdale HS) 
Cincinnati, Ohio (St. Xavier HS) 

Dacula, Ga. (Archer HS) 

Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS) 

Greenville, S.C. (Eastside HS) 

Boiling Springs, S.C. (Boiling Springs HS) 
Fairfield, Ohio (Fairfield Senior HS) 
Greenwood, S.C. (Emerald HS) 

Argyle, Texas (Argyle HS) 

Milton, Ga. (Milton HS) 

Plant City, Fla. (Plant City HS) 

Baton Rouge, La. (University Laboratory School) 
Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Hartsville, S.C. (Hartsville HS) 

Apopka, Fla. (Wekiva HS) 

Parker, Colo. (Valor Christian HS) 

Butler, Ga. (Taylor County HS) 
Birmingham, Ala. (Briarwood Christian School) 
Charleston, S.C. (First Baptist School) 
Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

Lawrence, Kan. (Lawrence Free State HS) 
Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills HS) 
Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills HS) 
Greenville, S.C. (Wade Hampton HS) 
Jennings, La. (Jennings HS) 

Shelby, N.C. (Crest HS) 


. Anderson, S.C. (Seneca HS) 
. Kansas City, Mo. (Lee’s Summit West HS) 


Birmingham, Ala. (Mountain Brook HS) 


. Central, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


Beaufort, S.C. (Beaufort HS) 
Winston-Salem, N.C. (West Forsyth HS) 
Nashville, Tenn. (Montgomery Bell Academy) 


. Nashville, Tenn. (Montgomery Bell Academy) 


Oak Ridge, Tenn. (Oak Ridge HS) 


. Inman, S.C. (Chapman HS) 

. Greenville, S.C. (Christ Church Episcopal School) 
. Covington, Ga. (Newton HS) 

. Columbia, S.C. (A.C. Flora HS) 


Williamsport, Md. (Williamsport HS) 


. Nashville, Tenn. (IMG (Fla.) Academy) 


Norfolk, Va. (Maury HS) 


. Wichita, Kan. (East HS) 
. Rock Hill, S.C. (South Pointe HS) 


Miami, Fla. (South Dade Senior HS) 


. Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville HS) 


Atlanta, Ga. (Riverdale HS) 


. Columbus, Ga. (Chattahoochee County HS) 
. Acton, Mass. (Acton-Boxborough Regional HS) 


Media, Pa. (Malvern Preparatory School) 
Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Snellville, Ga. (South Gwinnett HS) 
. Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN-PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


32 
26 
15 
71 
63 
45 
23) 
19 


Sylvester Mayers 
Jack McCall 
Patrick McClure 
Jordan McFadden 
Zac Mcintosh 
Matt McMahan 
Chez Mellusi 
Tanner Muse 
Joseph Ngata 
Ruke Orhorhoro 
Diondre Overton 
Kane Patterson 
Patrick Phibbs 
Jalyn Phillips 
Taisun Phommachanh 
Nyles Pinckney 
Sean Pollard 

BJT. Potter 
Cornell Powell 


Luke Price 

Will Putnam 
layton Randolph 
Hunter Rayburn 
Chandler Reeves 
Darien Rencher 
Etinosa Reuben 
Amari Rodgers 


ustyn Ross 


Logan Rudolph 
Steven Sawicki 
Marquis Sease 
Isaiah Simmons 
John Simpson 
James Skalski 
Chad Smith 
Baylon Spector 
Brannon Spector 
Will Spiers 
Cade Stewart 
Aidan Swanson 
Drew Swinney 
Will Swinney 
A.J. Terrell 
Xavier Thomas 
Ray Thornton III 
Tyler Traynham 
Mason Trotter 
Elijah Turner 
Nolan Turner 
Regan Upshaw 
jake Venables 
Blake Vinson 
K’Von Wallace 
ristan Walliser 
Jonathan Weitz 
Greg Williams 


jordan Williams 
LeAnthony Williams 
Lannden Zanders 


RB 
CB 
QB 
OT 
OL 
LB 


WR 


WR 


QB 


WR 
TE 
OL 
DE 
OL 
OL 
RB 
DT 


PK-P 
OL 
LB 
OL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
WR 
P 


5-6 
5-11 
6-1 
6-2 
5-11 
6-1 
5-11 
6-2 
6-3 
6-4 
6-4 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
6-3 
6-1 
6-5 
5-10 
6-1 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
6-6 
5-8 
6-3 
5-10 
6-4 
6-2 
6-3 
5-11 
6-4 
6-4 
6-1 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
6-5 
6-3 
6-3 
5-8 
5-8 
6-1 
6-2 
6-1 
5-5 
6-2 
5-11 
6-1 
5-11 
6-1 
6-4 
5-11 
6-3 
5-11 
6-3 
6-4 
5-11 
6-1 


150 
190 
200 
295 
295 
205 
200 
230 
215 
285 
210 
225 
210 
205 
220 
295 
310 
180 
210 
230 
295 
235 
315 

290 
195 
285 
210 
205 
245 
240 
280 
230 
330 
235 
240 
230 
195 

225 
305 
180 
180 
185 

190 
265 
205 
165 

270 
190 

195 

235 
230 
300 
205 
225 
180 
240 
310 
185 
195 


*So. 
*So. 
*So. 


*Sr. 
*So. 


*Gr. 


SF 


Fr. 


. Columbus, Ga. 
*Gr. 


Richmond, Va. (Benedictine College Preparatory) 
Mount Pleasant, S.C. (Wando HS) 
rmo, S.C. (Ben Lippen School) 


. Spartanburg, S.C. (Dorman HS) 
. Belton, S.C. 


Daniel HS) 
Denver, N.C. (North Lincoln HS) 
Naples, Fla. (Naples HS) 


. Belmont, N.C. (South Point HS) 


Folsom, Calif. (Folsom HS) 
Lagos, Nigeria (River Rouge (Mich.) HS) 


. Greensboro, N.C. (Walter Hines Page HS) 


Brentwood, Tenn. (Christ Presbyterian Academy) 


. Pittsburgh, Pa. (Central Catholic HS) 


Lawrenceville, Ga. (Archer HS) 
Bridgeport, Conn. (Avon Old Farms School) 


. Beaufort, S.C. (Whale Branch Early College HS) 


lackson Springs, N.C. (Pinecrest HS) 


. Rock Hill, S.C. (South Pointe HS) 
. Greenville, N.C. (J.H. Rose HS) 
. Dillon, S.C. (Dillon Christian School) 


ampa, Fla. (Plant HS) 


. Gaffney, S.C. (Gaffney HS) 


Pensacola, Fla. (Pensacola HS) 


. McDonough, Ga. (Eagle’s Landing Christian Academy) 
. Anderson, S.C. (T.L. Hanna HS) 


‘ansas City, Mo. (Park Hill South HS) 
Knoxville, Tenn. (Knoxville Catholic HS) 


. Phenix City, Ala. (Central HS) 
. Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern HS) 


Fayetteville, N.C. (Gray’s Creek HS) 
Swansea, S.C. (Swansea HS) 


. Olathe, Kan. (Olathe North HS) 
. North Charleston, S.C. (Fort Dorchester HS) 
. Sharpsburg, Ga. (Northgate HS) 


Sterling, Va. (Dominion HS) 


. Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun HS) 

. Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun HS) 

. Cameron, S.C. (Calhoun Academy) 
. Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

. Tampa, Fla. (IMG Academy) 

. Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
Atlanta, Ga. (Westlake HS) 


. Florence, S.C. (IMG (Fla.) Academy) 


Central (Ala.) HS) 
Spartanburg, S.C. (James F. Byrnes HS) 
Roebuck, S.C. (Dorman HS) 


. Pickens, S.C. (Seneca HS) 
. Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills HS) 


Bradenton, Fla. (Alonso HS) 
Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Ocala, Fla. (North Marion HS) 


Richmond, Va. (Highland Springs HS) 
Clover, S.C. (Clover HS) 

Charleston, S.C. (Porter-Gaud School) 
Swansea, S.C. (Swansea HS) 


. Virginia Beach, Va. (Frank W. Cox HS) 
*So. 


Atlanta, Ga. (Westlake HS) 
Shelby, N.C. (Crest HS) 
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NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. 
1 Derion Kendrick CB-WR 6-1 190 
2 FrankLadsonJr. WR 6-3 195 
3 Amari Rodgers WR 5-10 210 
3 Xavier Thomas DE 6-2 265 
5 KJ. Henry DE 6-4 250 
5 Tee Higgins WR 6-4 215 
6 Mike Jones Jr. Js} ) a) 
7 Chase Brice QB 6-2 230 
7 Justin Mascoll DE 6-3 260 
8 Justyn Ross WR 6-4 205 
8 A.J. Terrell CB 6-1 190 
9 Brian Dawkins Jr. CB 5-7 170 
9 Travis Etienne RB 5-10 210 
10 Joseph Ngata WR 6-3 215 
10 Baylon Spector IB aeO e230) 
11 TaisunPhommachanh QB 6-3 220 
11 Isaiah Simmons LB 6-4 230 
12 Ben Batson QB 6-1 210 
12. K’Von Wallace Ss) 5-11 205 
13. Tyler Davis DT 6-2 295 
13 BrannonSpector WR 6-1 195 
14 Denzel Johnson S 61 205 
14 Diondre Overton WR 6-4 210 
15 Patrick McClure QB 6-1 200 
15 Jake Venables LB 6-1 230 
16 TrevorLawrence QB 6-6 220 
16 Ray Thornton III $ 6-1 205 
17 Kane Patterson LB 6-1 225 
17 Cornell Powell WR 6-1 210 
18 JosephCharleston S 6-1 190 
18 T.J. Chase WR 6-1 190 
19 Michel Dukes RB 5-10 195 
19 Tanner Muse S 6-2 230 

20 LeAnthony Williams CB 5-11 185 
21 BrytonConstantin LB 6-2 220 
21 Darien Rencher RB 5-8 195 

22 Xavier Kelly DT 6-4 305 

22 Will Swinney WR 5-8 185 

23 Andrew Booth Jr. CB 6-1 185 

23° Lyn-J Dixon RB 5-10 190 

24 Nolan Turner S Gal iB 

25 J.C. Chalk TE 63 255 

25 Jalyn Phillips DB 6-1 205 

26 Sheridan Jones CB 6-1 180 

26 Jack McCall CB 5-11 190 

27 Carson Donnelly S 5-10 185 

27 Chez Mellusi RB 5-11 200 

29 Michael Becker S 5-1 195 

29 Hampton Earle WR 5-10 180 

29 BT. Potter PK 5-10 180 

30 Keith Maguire IB) 6-2) 220) 

31 Mario Goodrich CB 6-1 190 

32 SylvesterMayers RB 5-6 150 

32  Etinosa Reuben DT 6-3 285 

33 Ty Lucas RE m2 7 OS: 

33 Ruke Orhorhoro DT 6-4 285 

34 Logan Rudolph DE 6-2 245 

35 Justin Foster DE 6-2 265 

36 LanndenZanders S 6-1 195 

37 Jake Herbstreit CB 5-11 170 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


CL. HOMETOWN-PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 


So. 
Fr. 
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art 
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okie 
So. 
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Jr. 
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Fr. 
Me, 
*Fr. 
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Fr. 
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*Sr. 


Gr. 


*So. 


Site 


. Argyle, 


Rock Hill, S.C. (South Pointe HS) 
Miami, Fla. (South Dade Senior HS) 
Knoxville, Tenn. (Knoxville Catholic HS) 
Florence, S.C. (IMG (Fla.) Academy) 
Winston-Salem, N.C. (West Forsyth HS) 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. (Oak Ridge HS) 
Nashville, Tenn. (IMG (Fla.) Academy) 
Grayson, Ga. (Grayson HS) 

Snellville, Ga. (South Gwinnett HS) 
Phenix City, Ala. (Central HS) 

Atlanta, Ga. (Westlake HS) 

Parker, Colo. (Valor Christian HS) 
Jennings, La. Jennings HS) 

Folsom, Calif. (Folsom HS) 

Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun HS) 

Bridgeport, Conn. (Avon Old Farms School) 
Olathe, Kan. (Olathe North HS) 
Central, S.C. (Dorman HS) 

Richmond, Va. (Highland Springs HS) 
Apopka, Fla. (Wekiva HS) 

Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun HS) 

Columbia, S.C. (A.C. Flora HS) 
Greensboro, N.C. (Walter Hines Page HS) 
Irmo, S.C. (Ben Lippen School) 
Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Cartersville, Ga. (Cartersville HS) 


Columbus, Ga. (Central (Ala.) HS) 
Brentwood, Tenn. (Christ Presbyterian Academy) 


. Greenville, N.C. (J.H. Rose HS) 


Milton, Ga. (Milton HS) 


. Plant City, Fla. (Plant City HS) 


Charleston, S.C. (First Baptist School) 


. Belmont, N.C. (South Point HS) 
. Atlanta, Ga. (Westlake HS) 


Baton Rouge, La. (University Laboratory School) 


. Anderson, S.C. (T.L. Hanna HS) 
. Wichita, Kan. (East HS) 


Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Dacula, Ga. (Archer HS) 
. Butler, Ga. (Taylor County HS) 
. Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills HS) 


exas (Argyle HS) 
Lawrenceville, Ga. (Archer HS) 
Norfolk, Va. (Maury HS) 


. Mount Pleasant, S.C. (Wando HS) 
. Birmingham, Ala. (Briarwood Christian School) 


Naples, Fla. (Naples HS) 


. Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Rock Hill, S.C. (South Pointe HS) 


Media, Pa. (Malvern Preparatory School) 


. Kansas City, Mo. (Lee’s Summit West HS) 
. Richmond, Va. (Benedictine College Preparatory) 


Kansas City, Mo. (Park Hill South HS) 


. Columbus, Ga. (Chattahoochee County HS) 


Lagos, Nigeria (River Rouge (Mich.) HS) 


. Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern HS) 


Shelby, N.C. (Crest HS) 
Shelby, N.C. (Crest HS) 
Nashville, Tenn. (Montgomery Bell Academy) 


NO. NAME POS. HT. WT. CL. HOMETOWN-PREVIOUS SCHOOL(S) 
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53 
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56 
58 
59 
59 
60 
62 
63 
65 
67 
69 
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73 
74 
76 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
87 
88 
89 
89 
90 
91 

92 
94 
95 
98 


Tyler Traynham 
Elijah Turner 
Aidan Swanson 
Greg Williams 
Jonathan Weitz 
LaVonta Bentley 
Chad Smith 
Nyles Pinckney 
Josh Jackson 
Matt McMahan 
Jack Maddox 
Peter Cote 
James Skalski 
David Cote 
Landon Holden 
Will Spiers 
Matthew Maloney 
Kaleb Boateng 
Chase Guynup 
Tyler Brown 
Tayquon Johnson 
Regan Upshaw 
Mason Trotter 
Hunter Rayburn 
Will Putnam 
Patrick Phibbs 
Gage Cervenka 
Jordan Williams 
Mac Cranford 
Cade Stewart 
Zac Mcintosh 
Matt Bockhorst 
Will Edwards 
Marquis Sease 
Jordan McFadden 
Blake Vinson 
Tremayne Anchrum 
John Simpson 
Sean Pollard 
Chandler Reeves 
Jackson Carman 
Luke Price 

Drew Swinney 
Will Brown 
Carter Groomes 
Davis Allen 
Jaelyn Lay 

Tye Herbstreit 
JL. Banks 

Hamp Greene 
Braden Galloway 
Max May 

Tristan Walliser 
Darnell Jefferies 
Nick Eddis 
Klayton Randolph 
Jacob Edwards 
James Edwards 
Steven Sawicki 


P-PK 


5-5 
5-11 
6-3 
6-3 
5-11 
6-1 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
6-1 
6-3 
5-9 
6-1 
5-11 
6-1 
6-5 
6-1 
6-3 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
5-11 
6-2 
6-4 
6-4 
6-2 
6-3 
6-4 
6-1 
6-3 
5-11 
6-4 
6-5 
5-11 
6-2 
6-4 
6-2 
6-4 
6-5 
6-6 
6-5 
6-2 
5-8 
5-8 
5-8 
6-6 
6-6 
5-10 
6-2 
5-9 
6-4 
6-1 
6-3 
6-2 
5-11 
6-2 
6-2 
6-2 
6-3 


190 
180 
240 
180 
235 
240 
295 
190 
205 
225 
180 
235 
200 
235 
225 
200 
300 
335 
215 
320 
235 
270 
315 
295 
210 
325 
310 
280 
305 
295 
310 
255 
280 
295 
300 
315 
330 
310 
290 
345 
230 
180 
180 
180 
240 
270 
165 
245 
165 
240 
190 
225 
280 
265 
235 
295 
295 
240 


“Jr. 


*So. 


*So. 


*So. 


*Fr. 
*So. 


*So. 
*Sr. 


. Greenville, S.C. (Eastside HS 


. Bradenton, Fla. (Alonso HS) 


Pickens, S.C. (Seneca HS) 
Tampa, Fla. (IMG Academy) 
Swansea, S.C. (Swansea HS) 


. Charleston, S.C. (Porter-Gaud School) 


Birmingham, Ala. (P.D. Jackson-Olin HS) 


. Sterling, Va. (Dominion HS) 
. Beaufort, S.C. (Whale Branch Early College HS) 
. Greenville, S.C. (Christ Church Episcopal School) 


Denver, N.C. (North Lincoln HS) 


. Acton, Mass. (Acton-Boxborough Regional HS) 
. Six Mile, S.C. (Danie 
. Sharpsburg, Ga. (Northgate HS) 


HS) 


Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Inman, S.C. (Chapman HS) 
. Cameron, S.C. (Calhoun Academy) 


Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. (Fort Lauderdale HS) 
Beaufort, S.C. (Beaufort HS 


Williamsport, Md. (Williamsport HS) 


Roebuck, S.C. (Dorman HS) 
Pensacola, Fla. (Pensacola HS) 
Tampa, Fla. (Plant HS) 


. Pittsburgh, Pa. (Central Catholic HS) 
. Greenwood, S.C. (Emerald HS) 
. Virginia Beach, Va. (Frank W. Cox HS) 


Hartsville, S.C. (Hartsville HS) 


. Six Mile, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


Belton, S.C. (Daniel HS) 


. Cincinnati, Ohio (St. Xavier HS) 
. Greenville, S.C. (Wade Hampton HS) 


Swansea, S.C. (Swansea HS) 


. Spartanburg, S.C. (Dorman HS) 

. Ocala, Fla. (North Marion HS) 

. Powder Springs, Ga. (McEachern HS) 

. North Charleston, S.C. (Fort Dorchester HS) 

. Jackson Springs, N.C. (Pinecrest HS) 

. McDonough, Ga. (Eagle’s Landing Christian Academy) 
. Fairfield, Ohio (Fairfield Senior HS) 


Dillon, S.C. (Dillon Christian School) 


. Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

. Boiling Springs, S.C. (Boiling Springs HS) 
. Central, S.C. (Daniel HS) 

. Calhoun, Ga. (Calhoun HS) 

. Atlanta, Ga. (Riverdale HS) 


Nashville, Tenn. (Montgomery Bell Academy) 


. Madison, Ga. (North Oconee HS) 


Birmingham, Ala. (Mountain Brook HS) 


. Anderson, S.C. (Seneca HS) 
. Clemson, S.C. (Daniel HS) 
. Clover, S.C. (Clover HS) 


Covington, Ga. (Newton HS) 
Lawrence, Kan. (Lawrence Free State HS) 


. Gaffney, S.C. (Gaffney HS) 
. Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills HS) 


Vestavia Hills, Ala. (Vestavia Hills HS) 
Fayetteville, N.C. (Gray's Creek HS) 
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THE SUPERDOME 


hen Alabama defeated 
Penn State in the Sugar 
Bowl on December 31, 
1975, in the Superdome, the game 
launched a new era for college 
football in New Orleans, one that 
has tracked through four decades 
of legendary games, coaches and 
athletes, and one that projects 
well into the foreseeable future. 
The iconic building, now known 
as the Mercedes-Benz Superdome, 
which celebrated its 40th birthday 
in 2015, has truly risen above its 
counterparts. While most of the other 
“early” domes have been demolished 
or mothballed, the Superdome 
remains at the pinnacle, continuing to 
host the largest sporting events in the 
nation, including Super Bowls, Final 
Fours and tonight’s College Football 
Playoff National Championship, as 
well as the Allstate Sugar Bowl and 
the New Orleans Saints on an annual 
basis. The Superdome stands as one 
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of America’s architectural marvels 
and has now emerged as Louisiana’s 
most recognizable landmark. 
However, in August 2005, the whole 
world saw what happened here when 
Hurricane Katrina 
ravaged New 
Orleans. The image 
of the Superdome, 
with its torn roof, 
surrounded by 
flood waters, was 

a lasting one. 

Now that image 
has transcended 
into a symbol of 
the recovery of the 
city—the rebuilt 
Superdome with 
its gleaming white 
roof and its fabulous night-time 
glow poised on the threshold of 
downtown. Those who doubted that 
it could be done—that the Dome and 
the city could come back—now see 


a nine-acre round billboard that has 
a clear message. The Superdome 
and New Orleans are back big time. 

Following the biggest rebuilding 
project ever attempted ina 
major stadium, 
September 25, 
2006, has become 
a significant date 
in the history of 
an historic city. 
The reopening of 
the Superdome, 
with the Saints 
playing on Monday 
Night Football, 
launched a citywide 
celebration. It was 
watched by millions 
on television 
and provided a lifetime memory 
for everyone who was present. 

They discovered a new 
Superdome, sporting a fresh look 
with contemporary color schemes, 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


COURTESY OF TMERCEDES-BENZ SUPERDOME 


dazzling graphics, state-of-the-art 
LED video boards and scoreboards, 
hundreds of flat-screen TVs, bigger 
and better concession stands, and 
remodeled suites and reception 
rooms. During the 2011 off-season, 
eye-catching lighting capabilities 
were unveiled, making the building 
an even more vivid highlight of the 
Big Easy skyline. In the summer 
of 2016, another very noticeable 
upgrade was completed as a pair of 
333-foot long state-of-the-art high 
definition video boards, the longest 
in any NFL stadium, were installed 
at each end of the Superdome. 
Following the current football 
season, the venerable Superdome 
will begin another series of 
renovations, as the first phase 
of a $450 million makeover will 
commence. Beautiful wide-open 
atriums will eventually replace the 
current ramp system, and improved 
concourses will accommodate 
expanded vendor options as well as 
field-level end zone boxes. Work is 
expected to continue through the 
start of the 2023-24 season, which 
will culminate with the Superdome 
hosting that year’s NFL Super Bowl. 
While the interior of the ‘Dome has 
seen major updates, one of the more 
noticeable modifications has been 
the addition of Champions Square, 
adjacent to the main structure. A 
true pedestrian mall, Champions 
Square features a marquee stage for 
concerts, including many standalone 
concerts in recent years, and 
provides an outstanding pregame 
party area for the major events in the 
building. A Grand Staircase provides 
an area for patrons to sit and enjoy 
food and drinks with a fantastic view 
of the entertainment on the main 
stage before funneling them inside 
the Superdome for the main event. 
The Superdome has played a 
vital role in the city and state for 40 
years, attracting visitors and national 
media to the city and keeping New 
Orleans in the minds of millions. The 
future of the building remains bright 
as well, as the upcoming makeover 
will ensure the facility maintains 
its status as a premier sporting 
facility for many years to come. 
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SPORTS IN THE SUPERDOME 
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WHO DAT 
NATION 


The New Orleans 
Saints have called 
the Superdome home 
since 1975. 
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LEGENDS OF THE DOME 


SEPTEMBER 15, 1978 

At 36, “The Greatest,” Muhammad Ali, 
won the heavyweight crown for a record 
third and final time, reclaiming it from 
Leon Spinks with a 15-round decision. 


JANUARY 1, 1979 

In one of the most unforgettable goal-line 
stands in college football history, Alabama 
linebacker Barry Krauss turned back Penn 
State running back Mike Guman on fourth 
down, preserving a 14-7 victory by the 

No. 2 Crimson Tide over the No. 1 Nittany 
Lions. The Sugar Bowl victory gave the 
Tide its 10th national championship. 
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BY TONY FAY 


1S41V4u9 AHL 
1S431V43u9 AHL 
LS31LV43u9 AHL 


NOVEMBER 25, 1980 

It was “No mas! No mas!” when Sugar 
Ray Leonard defeated Roberto Duran 
for the world title in one of the most 
legendary bouts in welterweight history. 


MARCH 29, 1982 

Michael Jordan, meet the world—world, 
meet the greatest basketball player ever to 
lace up a pair of shoes. Then a freshman 

at North Carolina, MJ hit a jumper with 

15 seconds left to lead the Tar Heels to a 
victory over Patrick Ewing and Georgetown 
in the finals of the NCAA Tournament, giving 
coach Dean Smith his first championship. 


JANUARY 26, 1986 

In a game that would make mustaches 

and sweater vests iconic for a generation 

of Windy City sports fans, Mike Ditka’s 
Chicago Bears put an exclamation point on 
a dominant season with a 46-10 victory over 
the New England Patriots in Super Bowl XX. 


MARCH 30, 1987 

Indiana guard Keith Smart’s buzzer- 
beating jumper over Syracuse’s Howard 
Triche, propelled the Hosiérs to a 74-73 
win and the national championship. 
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NOVEMBER 29, 1997 

College football legend Eddie Robinson 
closed out his incredible tenure as coach 
of the Grambling Tigers in the Bayou 
Classic against Southern. Although 

his team lost, Robinson retired with a 
remarkable career record of 408-165-15. 


FEBRUARY 3, 2002 

In what was a huge upset at the time, an 
upstart quarterback named Tom Brady 

led the New England Patriots to their 

first Super Bowl Championship. Adam 
Vinatieri’s 48-yard field goal as time expired 
pushed the Pats past the St. Louis Rams. 
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JANUARY 4, 2004 

Nick Saban won his first national 
championship as a head coach, leading LSU 
past Oklahoma, 21-14, in the BCS title game. 


SEPTEMBER 25, 2006 

In the first game at the Superdome following 
the destruction caused by Hurricane Katrina, 
the fighting spirit of the Big Easy came 
forever to be symbolized by Steve Gleason. 
Gleason's blocked punt led to a thrilling 
Saints win before an emotional crowd. A 
statue of the play sits outside the Superdome 
and Gleason has since become a national 
inspiration as he valiantly battles ALS. 


THE SUPERDOME 
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a special moment in time. It can be a turning point that inspires 


hope, so they can turn the challenges of today into the triumphs 


of tomorrow. 
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AT SOFI STADIUM. & oa 
HOLLYWOOD PARK 


298 acre development 

3.1 million square foot stadium 
6 miles from the Pacific Ocean | 
3 miles from LAX 

3 venues under one roof = 
& ONE EXTRAORDINARY COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


ae, 


SPORTS & : ee 
ENTERTAINMENT 


| | Seg ert 

COMMISSION Te a : 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCES. SoF e@0e Staaium ys 
LASTING IMPACT. 0@ee 


www.SoFiStadium.com : 


a°2e4 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
NRG STADIUM | HOUSTON 


Z 
#\WeAreHoustonSports rth, ae: 


HOUSTONSPORTS.ORG SPORTS 


AUTHORITY 


Association of America 


Salutes the College Football Playoff and the FWAA Award Winners 
Honored at Today’s Annual Breakfast in New Orleans. 


Wally Hall Brett McMurphy Ivan Maisel 
FWAA Bert McGrane Award Steve Ellis/FWAA Beat Best Column 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette Writer of the Year ESPN.com 
Stadium 


¥ 


A 
Bob Hammel Jake Trotter Mike DeFabo 
Best Feature Story Best Enterprise Best Game Story 
Bloomington Herald-Times (IN), ESPN.com Anderson Herald-Bulletin (IN) 
Retired 


FOOTBALLWRITERS.COM \ @THEFWAA 
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Sergio lost his leg and his hearing while serving our country overseas. Now back home, he was ready to 
start a new chapter in his life. But when he found the perfect apartment, the landlord refused to make 
a reasonable accommodation to allow his service dog in a “no pets” building. Then Sergio learned that 
the Fair Housing Act protects people with disabilities. He contacted HUD and filed a complaint. Today, 
Sergio is feeling right at home. 


If you believe you’ve experienced 
housing discrimination, please contact 


A public service message from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development in cooperation with the National Fair Housing Alliance. The federal Fair Housing Act 
prohibits discrimination because of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, familial status or disability. For more information, visit www.hud.gov/fairhousing. 


THE FBA SALUTES 
2020 CHAMPIONS AWARD RECIPIENTS 


ARCHIE MANNING & TOM OSBORNE 


Archie Manning, whose quarterbacking accomplishments at Ole Miss preceded a stellar 
15-year National Football League career; and Tom Osborne, the architect of one of the 
most successful programs in college football history, are the Football Bowl Association’s 
Champions Award winners. 


a The Champions Award is presented annually to a coach or administrator who ‘over a 
1 ra long career furthers the cause of the college football bow! industry, with special 
: 4 
a 


th 


hi 


Z 


emphasis on the student-athlete experience’. 


“Archie is a dear friend,” says Football Bowl Association executive director Wright Waters, 
“His impact on college football and postseason football goes back over forty years. 
He has always led by example and his commitment to college football has never wavered.” 


A native of Drew, MS, Manning played three seasons at Ole Miss, achieving All-America status and becoming the first 
and only Rebels player to have his jersey number [18] retired. 


He was the second player selected in the 1971 NFL draft, in which college quarterbacks went 1-2-3 [Jim Plunkett, 
Manning, Dan Pastorini] by the New Orleans Saints. He played 10 seasons in New Orleans over the course of a 
15-year career that spanned 1971-84. 


Archie and his wife Olivia are the parents of three sons, Peyton, Eli and Cooper. Archie and his sons direct the 
Manning Passing Academy for young quarterbacks whose graduates include several NFL signal callers. 


Manning joined the National Football Foundation Board of Directors in 1993 and currently serves as board chairman. 
In 2016, he received the NFF’s highest honor, the Gold Medal. 


Directing the Nebraska football program from 1973 through 1997, Tom Osborne reached 
zenith level among college coaches. His overall record [255 wins, 49 losses, three ties] 
gives him the most wins in the fewest years of any coach, regardless of division. His teams 
went to 25 bowl games during the length of his coaching tenure. 


“Tom Osborne achieved milestones that we may never see again in college football,” said 
Waters. “When you look back at what he and his Nebraska teams accomplished, what they 
did has more than passed the test of time. Coach Osborne created a culture that literally 
enveloped the entire state of Nebraska.” 


Osborne guided the Huskers to back-to-back national championships in 1994 and 1995, 

then concluded his career by sharing the 1997 title with Michigan. In his final game, the 
Huskers defeated Tennessee 42-17, the victory leaving Osborne as the first coach in college football history to retire 
as a reigning national champion. 


Osborne’s last five Nebraska teams put together the best five-year run in college football history with a 60-3 
record that included five consecutive seasons of at least 11 victories. He was inducted into the College Football 
Hall of Fame in 1999. 


Osborne additionally spent 2000-06 representing his home state’s Third District in the United States Congress. 
He and his wife Nancy have three adult children, Mike, Ann and Suzanne. 


Manning and Osborne join a distinguished list of previous Champions Award recipients. They include: 


2009- Roy Kramer, Southeastern Conference commissioner 
2010- Tom Hansen, Pacific-12 Conference commissioner 
2011 - LaVell Edwards, Brigham Young head coach 

2012 - Bobby Bowden, Florida State head coach 

2013 - Grant Teaff, Baylor head coach/AFCA president 
2014 - Dennis Poppe, NCAA administrator 

2015 - Lee Corso, Indiana head coach/ESPN commentator 


2016 - Mike Slive, Southeastern Conference commissioner 
2017 - Frank Beamer, Virginia Tech head coach 
2018 - Donnie Duncan, Oklahoma athletics director/ 


lowa State head coach 
2019 - Mack Brown, North Carolina/Texas head coach > FOOTBALL BOWE AS Cea 
2020 - Archie Manning, Ole Miss quarterback www.cfbbowls.com 


Tom Osborne, Nebraska head coach Twitter: @collegebowls 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
MEMPHIS AND PENN STATE! 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
OKLAHOMA ANDO LSU 
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IN PASADENA 
| THE TRADITION CONTINUES... 
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106TH ROSE BOWL GAME JANUARY 1, 2020 PASADENA, CA 2:10 P.M. PT / 5:10 p.M. ET ESPN 


Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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DON'T WAIT. 


Leadership skills are often the missing link that keeps good professionals from 
being great. That’s why, at Emory University’s Goizueta Business School, 


it’s embedded in every aspect of our programs. 


If you're currently calling the plays or aspire to do so one day, Goizueta can 


deliver the playbook you need for professional success. 


ONE-YEAR MBA | TWO-YEAR MBA | EVENING MBA | EXECUTIVE MBA | MS BUSINESS ANALYTICS | EXECUTIVE EDUCATION 
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CAPITAL ONE STAG 


Three-time Grammy Award winner and 
Louisiana native Tim McGraw headlines the 
Capital One Stage at Allstate Championship 
Tailgate Plaza. He has sold more than 50 
million records worldwide, earning 43 No. 1 
singles. McGraw has also won 16 Academy of 
Country Music Awards and 14 Country Music 
Association Awards. His career achievements 
include being named BDS Radio’s Most Played 
Artist of the Decade for all music genres and 
having the Most Played Song of the Decade 
for all music genres. Since his debut in 1992, 
McGraw is the most-played country artist on 
the airwaves, with two singles having spent 
over 10 weeks at No. 1. He also has three New 
York Times bestselling books to his credit 
and has acted in such movies as Friday Night 
Lights and The Blind Side. Considered one of 
the most successful touring acts in the history 
of country music, McGraw’s last solo project 
spawned one of the biggest hit singles of all 
time, “Humble and Kind,” whose message 
continues to impact fans around the world. 


For Judah & the Lion, the last two years should have been 

the best of their lives, as the Nashville band toured behind 

a powerful single and a genre-upending album, playing to 
oceans of fans. But singer-guitarist Judah Akers’ world was 
falling apart as his family was hit by alcoholism and affairs, 
death and divorce. From that tension comes Pep Talks, the trio’s 
third LP and a hard left turn into deeply personal terrain. Since 
forming at Nashville’s Belmont University in 2011, the band 

has crafted its sound from the bluegrass-heavy debut, Kids 
These Days, to its follow-up, Folk Hop n’ Roll. In 2017, Judah & 
the Lion’s triumphant “Take It All Back” topped the alternative 
songs chart, leading to a Best New Rock/Alternative Artist 

win at the 2018 iHeartRadio Awards. The group co-produced 
and recorded Pep Talks over three inspired months with help 
from boundary-busting friends like Darren King, Jon Bellion, 
and Kacey Musgraves. Judah & the Lion’s “Let Go” was chosen 
as ESPN’s college football anthem for 2019-20 season. 
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PREGAME ENTERTAINMENT 


ith a voice that is both 

smoky and sweet, Daigle 

has forged a unique sound 
that is reminiscent of the soulful, 
heart-in-throat vulnerability of Adele, 
mixed with the raw power of Amy 
Winehouse. A whirlwind three-year 
journey brought the internationally- 
acclaimed songstress right back to 
her native Louisiana in 2017. With 
Look Up Child, Lauren went home 
and made her most definitive album 
to date by giving every inch of who 
she is to each moment. The Grammy 


Award-winning album debuted at No. 


3 on the Billboard 200 Albums chart, 
with the Grammy Award-winning, 
RIAA Certified Multi-Platinum 
crossover single, “You Say,” hitting 
No. 1 on the Adult Contemporary 
Chart. Daigle is also a five-time 
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Billboard Music Award winner and 
three-time American Music Award 
winner. Her debut album, How Can It 
Be, has been certified Platinum by the 
RIAA and has produced one Platinum 
and two certified Gold singles. 

In advance of Daigle’sperformance, 
the nation’s colors will be presented 
by the NAS JRB Joint Color Guard 
Team New Orleans, including 
members of the Army, Marines, 
Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard. 

As part of the CFP’s salute to the 
armed forces, the national anthem 
ceremony will include a live feed 
from U.S. troops stationed overseas 
watching the national championship 
game. Continuing a CFP tradition, 
drummers from the participating 
team bands will play side-by-side as 
the color guard is introduced. 


Logan Fraychineaud, a 10-year-old 
from Metairie, Louisiana, will perform 
the national anthem in American 
Sign Language. Fraychineaud is a 
fourth-grader at Ethel Schoeffner 
Elementary School in Destrehan. 

As part of the CFP Foundation’s 
Extra Yard for Teachers (EYFT) 
initiative, the 2019 Teacher of 
the Year from each U.S. state 
and territory will be honored on 
the field during the pregame 
celebration. These teachers 
traveled to New Orleans as part of 
the Dr Pepper Teacher of the Year 
Experience, a program that furthers 
the EYFT mission of elevating the 
teaching profession. We are proud to 
honor these great leaders and invite 
fans to applaud these educators for 
their hard work and dedication. 
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Boys& 
Girls& 


Build Great 
Futures. . 


At Boys & Girls Clubs, we never take a single 
approach when it comes to helping kids succeed. 


We believe it takes a safe environment, skilled staff and high- 

quality programs to ensure kids have a great future. For more 

than 150 years, Boys & Girls Clubs have relentlessly provided BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
young people with the guidance to be innovative, brave and 

confident. We are boys & girls & tech & tutoring & fitness & 

arts & music and so much more. BGCA.org 


©2019 Boys & Girls Clubs of America * 19-MKTG-0974 


BILL HANCOCK 


Executive Director 


ill Hancock has achieved a 
a unique trifecta at the highest 

echelon of intercollegiate 
athletics. He was the first full-time 
director of the NCAA Final Four, the 
first executive director of the Bowl 
Championship Series (BCS) and the 
first executive director of the College 
Football Playoff. 

Using experiences gained during 
his remarkable five-decade career, 
Hancock led the conference 
commissioners and university 
presidents in creating the playoff. 
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Then he directed a talented staff in 
launching the event from scratch. The 
playoff is a phenomenal success; in its 
first year it was named Sports Event of 
the Year by SportsBusiness Journal. 

His career in collegiate athletics 
began in 1971 when he became 
assistant sports information director at 
the University of Oklahoma. He spent 
16 years with the NCAA Division | Men’s 
Basketball Championship, 13 years as 
its director. In 2005, he was appointed 
administrator of the BCS. He became 
executive director in 2009 and was 
named to the same role for the playoff 
when it was created in 2012. 

Hancock has served on the United 
States Olympic Committee staff 
at 13 Olympic Games and two Pan 
American Games. He has been 
inducted into the halls of fame of the 
state of Oklahoma, College Sports 
Information Directors and the All 
College Basketball Classic. A former 
newspaper editor, Bill has written two 
books. His memoir about the cross- 
country bicycle journey he undertook 
in the aftermath of his son’s death, 
Riding With the Blue Moth, was 


among the top sports books after 

its release in October 2005. It was 
re-issued in 2015. His second book, 
This One Day in Hobart, is a history of 
his home town. He is married to his 
high school sweetheart, the former 
Nicki Perry. 

The gymnasium in Hobart, 
Oklahoma, is named the “Hancock 
Event Center” in honor of Bill and his 
brother, Joe. 
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Every pet deserves a chance to be 
someone’s MVP. 
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Help shelters find loving homes for pets in need. 
Learn more or donate at petfinderfoundation.com. 
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WILL YOU 
SEIZE TODAY? 


In the Tech Family, we 
embrace challenge 


c 
z= 
=> 
a 
KO 
re 
Te) 


and create solutions. 
You're more than a 


number here. 
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For visiting New Orleans for the 
2020 College Football Playoff 


National Championship! 


We hope to see you again soon. 


The New Orleans College Football Championship Host Committee thanks its sponsors: 
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= fF Ochsner 

= Entergy cnsner 


Health System 


And its hospitality partners: 
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Harratis si FREEPORT-McMoRAN SUPER CHEVY 
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ECKRICH IS A PROUD PARTNER OF 
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— Teacher! 
> — Last year, Sam was too sick to dream. 


He has Primary Immunodeficiency or PI. 


ao \ | . — 
ae Thanks to the Jeffrey Modell Foundation, 
Ca he has been properly diagnosed and treated. 


Now he’s head of the class. 
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CLEMSON 
A | . 


THE AGG IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 2020 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP AND 
WE WISH CLEMSON THE BEST OF LUCK IN THIS YEAR'S GAME! 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


#ACCrooteat | @ACCrooteact | tHEACC.com/sowts 
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ESPN TALENT: TELEVISION 


Chris Fowler @cbfowler 

Chris Fowler, who has progressed at ESPN over a quarter-century to be one of the most respected hosts 
and play-by-play commentators in television, appears on many of ESPN’s marquee properties, primarily 
in college football and Grand Slam tennis. He became the play-by-play voice for the ABC Saturday Night 
\~< Football booth in 2014, and currently works alongside analyst Kirk Herbstreit and reporter Maria Taylor. 

"| Fowler and Herbstreit ushered in the new era in college football in 2015, teaming up to work a College 
————! Football Playoff Semifinal game and the College Football Playoff National Championship. He served as the 
host for College GameDay Built by The Home Depot, the network’s Emmy-winning Saturday morning college football preview 
show, from 1990-2014. It won the Sports Emmy for Best Weekly Studio Show in 2008, 2010, 2011, 2013 and 2014. 

He also has hosted ESPN’s Heisman Trophy Presentation since the network began its coverage of the event in 1994 and 
ESPN’s The Home Depot College Football Awards show from its inception in 1993 to 2013. In addition, he was the play- 
by-play voice of ESPN’s Thursday night college football games from 2006-2009 after previously serving as a sideline 
reporter, beginning in 1988. 


Kirk Herbstreit @kirkherbstreit 

Widely recognized as one of the best college football minds of his generation, Kirk Herbstreit has 
served as an analyst for ESPN’s eight-time Sports Emmy Award-winning College GameDay Built by The 
Home Depot remote college football studio show since August 1996, when he joined then-host Chris 
Fowler and co-analyst Lee Corso. For his efforts there, he has earned seven nominations and three 
Sports Emmy Awards for Best Studio Analyst (2010, 2011, 2019). Herbstreit has been the game analyst 
for the Saturday Night Football series on ABC, broadcast television’s first weekly primetime college 
football game, since the series debuted in 2006. Herbstreit also serves as an analyst on the College Football Playoff: Top 25 
rankings show. He has called eight Rose Bowl Games and seven BCS National Championships alongside legendary play-by- 
play announcer Brent Musburger. 

Previously, Herbstreit was a game analyst on the popular ESPN Thursday night college football series from 1999-2006. 
He joined ESPN in September 1995 as a college football sideline analyst. His talents were quickly noticed, as after just two 
seasons, he was nominated for a 1997 Sports Emmy Award as television's top studio analyst. In January 2004, Sporting 
News magazine ranked Herbstreit and fellow GameDay personalities Lee Corso and Chris Fowler as 2003's “Most Powerful 
Media Personalities in Sports.” 

He earned a degree in business administration in 1993 from The Ohio State University, where he was a four-year letterman 
with the Buckeyes as a quarterback (1989-92). During his senior season in 1992, he served as a starter and team captain, and 
was recognized as team MVP and most motivational player. 


Maria Taylor @mariataylor 

Maria Taylor joined ESPN as a college analyst and reporter in 2014. One of the network’s most 
versatile commentators, Taylor was named a reporter for College GameDay Built by The Home Depot 
and ABC Saturday Night Football in 2017. She had previously served as the host of SEC Network’s 
traveling pregame show SEC Nation, alongside analysts Tim Tebow, Marcus Spears and Paul 
Finebaum. Taylor’s versatility is showcased on a variety of ESPN’s shows and platforms, as she hosts 
NBA Countdown, College Football Live, Big Monday and NCAA Women’s Final Four studio coverage 
and serves as a regular contributor on Get Up, as well as ESPN’s NBA Draft coverage. 

Prior to her role on SEC Nation, she served as a college football reporter on SEC Network with commentator Brent 
Musburger and analyst Jesse Palmer. Taylor was a reporter and host for IMG College at the University of Georgia for three 
years. She also appeared on various studio shows including Dawg Report, SEC Men’s Basketball Tonight, and SportsNite. 


Tom Rinaldi 

A correspondent for ESPN since 2002, Tom Rinaldi contributes to a wide variety of programs 
and fills a number of roles at the network. He is a weekly contributor to College GameDay Built by 
The Home Depot, and serves as a sideline reporter for some of college football’s biggest games, 
including the Rose Bowl, College Football Playoff semifinals and the national championship. 

Rinaldi has won 12 national Sports Emmy Awards, six national Edward R. Murrow Awards, and a host 
of other honors for his work. In 2016, he released his first book, The Red Bandanna, the story of 9-11 
hero and Boston College athlete Welles Crowther, which had previously been a Rinaldi television feature. 

Rinaldi’s work has been nominated in five separate Emmy categories, including writing and feature reporting, more 
than 40 times. His feature stories are a staple on SportsCenter, E:60, and SCFeatured. 
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ESPN TALENT: RADIO 


Sean McDonough 
Sean McDonough is one of sports television’s most versatile broadcasters. He is a leading play-by- 
play commentator for ESPN college football and basketball games in addition to calling the annual 
Par 3 Contest at The Masters. McDonough returned to ESPN's college football broadcast team 
in 2018, where he calls a premier game each week, as well as one of the College Football Playoff 
Semifinals. He also calls the National Championship on ESPN Radio. McDonough has been with ESPN 
since 1989 - with the exception of 1996-99, when he worked exclusively for CBS. 
Previously the voice of Monday Night Football (2016-17), McDonough has covered the World Series, NCAA Final Four, 
the Olympic Games and all four major golf championships, among other marquee events during his accomplished career. 
A native of Boston, McDonough graduated cum laude from Syracuse University in 1984. In 2014, McDonough 
was named to the Hall of Fame for WAER, Syracuse University’s noncommercial radio station where he began his 
sports broadcasting career as a student. The Sports Media Center at Syracuse’s S.I. Newhouse School of Public 
Communications also honored McDonough in July 2016 with the Marty Glickman Award. Presented annually to a 
Newhouse alum, “The Marty” recognizes excellence in the field of sports media. In 2019, he received the George Arents 
Award—the University’s highest honor—as one of Syracuse’s most accomplished and talented alumni. 


Todd Blackledge @todd_blackledge 

Todd Blackledge, who returned to ESPN in 2006 after nearly a decade at CBS, is an analyst for 
many of the network’s college football events, including College Football Primetime. Blackledge is 
an analyst alongside play-by-play announcer Sean McDonough, with sideline reporter Holly Rowe. 

He also is a regular contributor to College GameDay, SportsCenter and ESPN Radio. Blackledge 
began his broadcasting career as a sports-talk radio host in Ohio, while also doing analysis for the 

d Indianapolis Colts’ preseason, the Big East Network and for ESPN. He also worked on the Emmy 
Award-winning Penn State Football Story. 

As the standout quarterback at Penn State, Blackledge started for the Nittany Lions from 1981 to 1983, going 31-5 
through three seasons. After leading Penn State to the national championship in 1982, Blackledge won the Davey O’Brien 
Award as the nation’s most outstanding quarterback, and he finished sixth in the Heisman Trophy voting. His passer rating 
was 10th among the nation’s quarterbacks that season. 

In the 1983 NFL Draft, Kansas City selected Blackledge seventh overall. He played for the Chiefs for five seasons before 
joining the Pittsburgh Steelers in 1988. He retired in 1989. 

Blackledge was one of seven former NCAA student-athletes selected to receive the 2008 Silver Anniversary Award, 
which recognizes former student-athletes who completed successful collegiate careers and have gone on to excel in 
their chosen professions. That same year, along with seven other former NFL players, Blackledge visited U.S. troops in the 
Middle East, where he coached in the USO’s flag football tournament, Operation Gridiron: Huddle with the Troops. 

Blackledge received a Bachelor of Arts degree in speech communication from Penn State in 1983, graduating Phi 
Beta Kappa. A first-team Academic All-American, he also earned the Eric Walker Award that year from Penn State, given 
annually to the senior believed to have most “enhanced the esteem and recognition of the University.” 


Holly ROWe @sportsiren 

Holly Rowe celebrates more than 20 years as one of ESPN’s most versatile commentators. 
Covering a wide variety of sports for ESPN, Rowe joined the network full-time in August 1998 after 
appearing on select ESPN telecasts in 1997 and ABC Sports in 1995-96. Rowe is one of the lead 
reporters on ESPN Saturday Night Prime College Football, Big Monday men’s college basketball, 
Women’s Final Four, Women’s College World Series, NCAA Indoor and Beach Volleyball national 
championships and the WNBA. 

Rowe has also provided play-by-play commentary for women’s college basketball, softball, volleyball and gymnastics. 
In addition, Rowe has covered soccer, swimming, track & field and the Little League World Series of baseball and softball 
for ESPN. 

Emmy-nominated Rowe is a producer and writer of documentaries and features that have aired on KBYU TV, ESPN and 
FOX 13 TV in Salt Lake City. 

She graduated from the University of Utah with a broadcast journalism degree. While at Utah, Rowe was a sportswriter 
for the Daily Utah Chronicle and the Davis County Clipper, and anchored the campus TV station news. 

Currently in treatment for Stage IV Metastatic Melanoma, Rowe has become a tireless advocate for cancer research 
and prevention. 
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Communities 
In Schools 


In schools to 
instill confidence. 


Feeling like she didn’t fit in, DeeAndra struggled to find her place in school. As a result, her motivation 
was low and her attendance was suffering. Najee from Communities In Schools became her cheerleader, 
helping DeeAndra see that she was capable of much more. Within one year, her attendance went from 
59% to 89%. She’s now an honor roll student, working toward her long-term goal of becoming a 
cardiothoracic surgeon. There are millions of at-risk kids like DeeAndra who need a caring adult to help 
them stay in school and succeed in life. 


See how we help all kids succeed. | CommunitiesInSchools.org 


Each year student-athletes, coaches 
and staff of the team that wins the 
College Football Playoff National 
Championship receive a National 
Championship ring. The rings, 
crafted by Jostens, are designed 
with input from the school that wins 
the title. The face of the ring says 
“National” on top and “Champions” 
on the bottom, surrounding a 
golden CFP football logo. The words 
“College Football Playoff” frame the 
outside of the centerpiece. Each side 
is customized by the champs, always 
including the score of the title game. 
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“Inside the ring, | fight 
to win. Outside the ring, 
| fight CTEPH.” 


- Elvis Medrano, 2018 
PHA Celebrity Champion 
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PH Pulmonary Hypertension Association 


Empowered by hope 


PH is a rare, progressive disease that can cause death from heart failure. There is no 
cure, but FDA-approved treatments do exist for two forms of PH, including CTEPH. 
Learn more about PH and how you can join Elvis in the fight against this deadly 
disease at PHAssociation.org. 


mson’s Deshaun Watson has 
the top-two highest passing yards 
marks in a game, throwing for 420 
yards in 2017 and 405 in 2016. 


INDIVIDUAL RECORDS 


MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 
36, Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (158 yards, 3 TD) 
36, Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (246 yards, 4 TD) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS IN A HALF 

148, Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (25 attempts, 
second half) 
128, Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 attempts, first half) 


MOST RUSHING YARDS BY A QUARTERBACK 
73, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (20 attempts) 
63, Jalen Hurts, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (10 attempts) 


MOST NET RUSHING YARDS 
246, Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (36 attempts, 4 TD) 
158, Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (36 attempts, 3 TD) 


MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS 
56, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-56-0, 420 yards, 3 TD) 
47, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 yards, 4 TD) 


MOST PASSING YARDS IN A HALF 
291, Jake Coker, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (7-12-0, 2 TD, second half) 
279, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (23-33-0, 3 TD, second half) 


MOST COMPLETIONS 

36, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-56-0, 420 
yards, 3 TD) 

30, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 
yards, 4 TD) 


MOST NET PASSING YARDS 
420, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-56-0, 3 TD) 
405, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 4 TD) 
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RECEIVING 


MOST RECEPTIONS 

10, Hunter Renfrow, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (92 yards, 2 TD) 

8, Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (169 yards, 1 TD) 
8, Mike Williams, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (94 yards, 1 TD) 


MOST YARDS RECEIVING 
208, O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 receptions, 2 TD) 
169, Byron Marshall, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (8 receptions, 1 TD) 


MOST RECEIVING YARDS IN A HALF 
183, O.J. Howard, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 receptions, second half) 
129, Justyn Ross, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (4 receptions, second half) 


TOTAL OFFENSE 


MOST TOTAL YARDS 
478, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (73 yards rushing, 405 yards passing) 
463, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (43 yards rushing, 420 yards passing) 


MOST POINTS SCORED 

24, Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 

18, Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (3 rush TD) 

18, Travis Etienne, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (2 rush TD, 1 rec. TD) 


MOST POINTS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

24, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (3 pass, 1 rush) 
24, Deshaun Watson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 pass TD) 

24, Ezekiel Elliott, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (4 rush TD) 


MOST POINTS BY KICKER 
11, Rodrigo Blankenship, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (2 PAT, 3 FG) 
10, Greg Huegel, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4 PAT, 2 FG) 


2020 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP | 213 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF RECORDS 


MOST PUNT RETURNS 

5, Trevon Diggs, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (38 yards) 

3, Jalin Marshall, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (32 yards) 
MOST PUNT RETURN YARDAGE 

38, Trevon Diggs, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (5 attempts) 
34, Mecole Hardman, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (2 attempts) 
MOST KICKOFF RETURNS 

5, Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (196 yards) 

4, Charles Nelson, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (52 yards) 
MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDAGE 

196, Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5 attempts) 
77, Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (3 attempts) 


74, Justyn Ross, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (Rec. TD) 


LONGEST PLAY 
80, Mecole Hardman, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (Rec. TD) 
74, Justyn Ross, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (Rec. TD) 


LONGEST RUSHING TOUCHDOWN 
50, Derrick Henry, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
37, Bo Scarbrough, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 

LONGEST PASS 


80, Jake Fromm, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (TD) 
74, Trevor Lawrence, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (TD) 


LONGEST PASSING TOUCHDOWN 
80, Jake Fromm, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 
74, Trevor Lawrence, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 


LONGEST FIELD GOAL 

51, Rodrigo Blankenship, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 
43, Andy Pappanastos, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 
LONGEST PUNT 


57, Andy Teasdall, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
57, J.K. Scott, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


LONGEST PUNT RETURN 
19, Mecole Hardman, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 
17, Jalin Marshall, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN 
95, Kenyan Drake, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (TD) 
43, Artavis Scott, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


LONGEST INTERCEPTION RETURN 
46, Trayvon Mullen, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
44, A.J. Terrell, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (TD) 


ABOVE: Ohio State’s Ezekiel Elliott holds the record for 
most yards in a game (246) and a half (148, second 
half), both on Jan. 12, 2015 vs. Oregon. 


TOP RIGHT: Georgia’s Rodrigo Blankenship holds the 
record for longest field goal at 51 yards. 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Derrick Henry of Alabama ran for a 
50-yard score in 2016 - the longest touchdown on 
the ground. 
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MOST RUSHING ATTEMPTS 
61, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (296 yards) 
46, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (138 yards) 


MOST NET RUSHING YARDS 
296, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (61 attempts) 
221, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (34 attempts) 


MOST PASSING ATTEMPTS 
57, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-57-0, 420 yards) 
47, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 yards) 


MOST COMPLETIONS 
36, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (35-57-0, 420 yards) 
30, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1, 405 yards) 


MOST NET PASSING YARDS 
420, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (36-57-0) 
405, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (30-47-1) 


HIGHEST COMPLETION PERCENTAGE 
.695, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (16-23-1) 
.640, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (16-25-0) 


MOST PLAYS 
99, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 
85, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


MOST TOTAL YARDS 
550, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (145 rush, 405 pass) 
538, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (296 rush, 242 pass) 


MOST YARDS PER PLAY 
7.7, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (63-482 yards) 
6.7, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (71-473 yards) 


MOST POINTS 


45, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
44, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 


MOST TOUCHDOWNS 

6, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (3 pass, 2 rush, 1 interception return) 
6, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (2 pass, 3 rush, 1 kickoff return) 

6, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (1 pass, 5 rush) 


MOST POINTS SCORED IN FIRST HALF 

31, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 

21, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 
MOST POINTS SCORED IN SECOND HALF 
31, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 

28, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 


MOST POINTS SCORED IN ANY QUARTER 
24, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (4th quarter) 
21, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (4th quarter) 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


iz 


If you love them enough 
to listen to “Hot Cross Buns” 
for two hours straight, 


NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat = —> 


MOST YARDS SCORING DRIVE (TOUCHDOWN) 
97, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 plays) 
93, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (4 plays) 


MOST FIRST DOWNS 
31, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 
31, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


MOST PUNTS 
11, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (11-483, 43.9 average) 
9, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (9-345, 38.3 average) 


HIGHEST PUNTING AVERAGE (MIN. 2 PUNTS) 
50.0, Alabama vs. Clemson, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 (2-100 yards) 
47.5, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (6-285 yards) 


MOST PUNT RETURN YARDS 
38, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (5 attempts) 
34, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (2 attempts) 


MOST KICKOFF RETURN YARDS 
196, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (5-196, 39.2 average) 
130, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (6-130, 21.7 average) 


MOST FUMBLES 
3, Alabama vs. Clemson, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
3, Ohio State vs. Oregon, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


MOST PENALTIES 
10, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10-76 yards) 
9, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (9-82 yards) 


MOST PENALTY YARDS 
82, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (9 penalties) 
76, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (10 penalties) 


DEFENSIVE RECORDS 


TOTAL TACKLES 

13, Roquan Smith, Georgia vs. Alabama, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (9 solo, 4 assist) 
12, Wilson Mack, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (7 solo, 5 assist) 

12, Reuben Foster, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (6 solo, 6 assist) 


QUARTERBACK SACKS 

3, Kevin Dodd, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
2, Rashaan Evans, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
2, Shaq Lawson, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 


TEAM QUARTERBACK SACKS 

5, Clemson vs. Alabama, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 (31 yards) 
4, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 (33 yards) 

4, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (25 yards) 


FUMBLES RECOVERED 
3, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 (0 yards) 
2, Alabama vs. Clemson, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 (14 yards) 


FUMBLES FORCED 
3, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
2, Oregon vs. Ohio State, North Texas, Jan. 12, 2015 


INTERCEPTIONS MADE 
1, held by eight different players 


INTERCEPTIONS MADE-TEAM 
2, Clemson vs. Alabama, Santa Clara, Jan. 7, 2019 
2, Alabama vs. Georgia, Atlanta, Jan. 8, 2018 


PASSES BROKEN UP 
7, Alabama vs. Clemson, Arizona, Jan. 11, 2016 
5, Clemson vs. Alabama, Tampa, Jan. 9, 2017 
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Clemson racked up 
six touchdowns last 
year in Santa Clara, 
tying a CFP record. 


M ELLANEOUS RECORDS 


ATTENDANCE 
A CS camps ne State 42, Oregon 20. 
NCG A 


January 12, 2015 
anuary 8, 2018 


orgia 23 (OT) 
emson 40 
emson 44, Alabama 16 


NCG Clemson vs. Alabama 


NCG Alabama vs. Georgia (OT) anuary 8, 2018 
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